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PREFACE. 


F
r SOUle time a goodly number of the older residents of 
the Township of Beverly have requested Ole to place upon 
J'ecord a short sketch of the ear1y settlement of the Township, 
while some at least of the older people were alive. 


This work began last summer, in a series of letters to the 
npwspapers. After I had got started I found that the work 
was taking a more extended scope than I had intended, and it 
was proposed that the letters should be gathered np and be 
reprodncpd in book form as a more convenient way of lweserv- 
ing tllPJU, and this suggestion has resulted in the puhlication 
of tlw pl'esent volume. 


I did my best-to get as correct a histoJ)T as possible, and 
now dedicate it to the people of my native Township. 
Hoping that all the imperfections in the work will be over- 
looked, and that 111 the future it may form the hasis of a more 
pxt
>nded history of our district 


THE ACTHOR. 


BEYERLY, May 27th, Ibl;
}. 
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THE SHEFFIELD LETTER. 


F OR some time past I have heen ret} nested hya n nm her of 
the residents of Beverly to gÎ\'e. tluongh the columns of 
the newspapers, a sketch of the early hi::>tory of that 
Township, along with some of the events that took place dur- 
ing the lapse of halt a century. In acceding to the request, J 
could only wish that the task of giving these vetera.1s-these 
noble men and women that fought and won the great hattle 
against (he forest-a place on one of the pages in the his
l1rY 
of Canada had fallen upon some person who could have done 
the subject more justice than I can: for, as we ride or dl'Ì\-e 
along the roads through our Township and see the bi'oad acres 
that ale cleared and fenced, the good barns, the fine and com- 
fortahle houses, the large orchard::> supplving our tables with 
all the fruits that can be produced in our climate; when we 
look at the yellow wheat fields, the wadng grass , the fine herd" 
of horses and cattle; the villnges; there a noisy school house, 
there a neat church when' hut a few years ago nothing was 
to be heard but the rustle of the It'aves, the dirge of the moan- 
ing pine, the howl of the savage wolf, or the still more sa\-age 
yell of the wandering barharian : when we think of the mighty 
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ange that has taken place in so ::>hort a time, we feel like j:!;iv- 
iug them a place among the heroes of\Vaterloo andlnkerman, 
and they certainly compare well with the British band that 
was taken captive by (he French, which, when Napoleon asked 
them to playa r'etreat, replied that they had never learned that 
kind of music. 
It is our intention to divide our work into six letters, name- 
ly, Sheffield, Clyde, Kirkwall, Rockton, Copetown and Troy, 
each settlement by itself, and in doinRso we may at times bave 
tv retrace our steps in order to pick up some important event 
that I may have passed unnoticed, and J have done my best to 
g...t all accessible information, and get it as accurately as 
. possible. 
Beverly was always considered a pOOl township, so much 
so, with the exception of a very few families who came in, in 
the early history of this section of country, that the neig-h- 
horin
 township::> ,vere the favorites. Bverly's rocks and 
swamps, and her tower'ing pines, stood out as a barrier against 
her' settlement, and to the emigrant who was seekinR a home 
ill the ,vest, acted as finger-boards, telling him, like the \Van- 
der'ing Jew, to move onward. Hence it was not until the year 
uno that that portion of Beverly, where Sheffield now stands 
wa
 anything- hut an unbroken forest. But in that year the 
late .J ohn A. COr'llPJI took up the land where the most of Shef- 
field now stands, tht:' far'm which he li\Ted on being the one now 
orcupied by 1\11'. Christ. Ricker. He was for many years the 
preacher, doctor and lawyer of the new settlement. These 
professions are all separated now, and it is thouRht that a man 
can only do one thing at a time; but I suppose that in those 
ear'ly days the laws Were fewer, the preaching more simple, 
and fewer pt'ople to gpt sick. 
However', ahout the same time a number of other families 
settled in the neighhorhood, whose names we shall mention, 
aud many of who,;e deseendants live throughout this section, 
while others have passed into oblivion and their names are not 
known except hy some of the older residents. Another of the 
pioneer's was David l\Iain, just east of the village, and the farm 
is now occupied by his two sons, \Vesley and David. He had 
two brothers, who came in about the same time, 
\dam and 
Philip. Adanl Main settled southeast of Sheffield on the farm 
BOW occupied hy Joseph Rieker. The Mains welTe of Dutch ex- 
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traction and came from the State of New Jersey. John A. 
Cornell had two brother's, J osepb, who took a plot of about 500 
acr'es 'lnd lived on what is known as the Heath farm. I believe 
there are only two of his family still lÌ\'in
, :\Irs. DaNid ,Main 
and Samuel COl'neJl. Ahout the 8ame year another fan.ily hy 
the name of Babcock I.Um'ed in and setTled on the farm now 
occupied by John Keachie, but after a short time sold out and 
moved one mile west UpOH the farm of 1\11'. B. Hammill, where 
for many ) ears they kept an hotel, and many a weary travelIer 
after' a hard da:r's march from tbe head of the lake, found rest 
tor his feet in that rude but comfortable hush hwern. There 
are nOne of that family in this section now except Mr. Char'les 
Babcock. 
1\1r. Aaron Cornell settled on the farm of 
lr. \\"m. Young, 
better known as the Lloyd farm. He died about a year ago' 
ha\Ting outstl'ipped all his competitors in the racf' of life, reach- 
ing the age of ninf'ty-two years. The Cornells came from the 
State of New YOl'k, and were of'Velsh extractlOlI. One Aal'Ol1 
Brooks settled on Reuben Babcock's old far'm. None of his 
descendants are left here. Just north fr'om this point two fam- 
ilif's of U. E. Loyalists settled on the 'Varnock fal'm. the Sipes 
and 1\IcCartys. Just nor,th of Sheffield, on what is known as 
the Ganoch f:lI'm, the Keachie family settled. Many of their 
descendants f'emain throughout this section 1 wher'e they ar'e 
known and respeeted. John :\Ieriam, Da\'id Aldridge, Asa 
Douglas and James \Vedge, all of whom wiII be remember'ed 
by the older residents, settled up.m the farms now owned hy 
Thomas l\IcQut'en, Samuel Grummetand \Vm. P. \Vedge. At 
the place wlH're VI'. Smith 110W resides, a man by the name of 
:Murdock lived and kept a little wayside inn. Just west of John 
Kh kpaLrÎl'k's farm, a man by the name of 'VI}). Bliss. \\Tho had 
a relative of the same name, was the fir'st chair-maker in this 
section. Just ant' mile east. of the \TilIag-e, in whnt is known as 
"Romulus," )Ir. Harry Lamb settled. He WëlS a man \\Tho 
was known far and near, being a lat'ge land holder and stock 
raiser', and if any of the new settlers wanted to purchase cattlf' 
they could always get. them from Harry Lamb. He also huilt 
a saw mill and supplied people with lumber, and some years 
afterwards erected. a grist mill. The farm now owned by 1\1rs. 
Adam l\loffatt was taken up by Jonas Smith. and the More 
family, who settled just south of Sheflield, I thini{, comprised 
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all the fil'st permanent settlers in this part of Beverly, and in- 
deed, most of the Township was settled at a later date. 
How these few scattered families, shut up in an almost 
unbroken forest., succeeded in mastering the difficulties and 
surmounting the many obstacles that lay in their way, I suppose 
will never be told. They are dead and the secret rlied with the 
last one of tlÌelù that clOssed the chilly waters. If they had 
faults, why remember them? If they made mistakes, why 
repeat them? No, let us rather extol their virtuE's, and as we 
stand beside their gra\'E'S and look at the grf'at inhel'itance they 
have left to their chilrlren and children ' s children and to the 
stranger, let us say-" Peace to their ashes." 
There was one remarkable feature abrmt these people which 
is worthy of imitation, and that is that although they were all 
or mostly all Americans by birth and had lived in those trouble 
some times previous to 1776, when tbe now l"nited States had 
got their inrlependence from Great Britain, that they had lived 
thf're for nearly thirty years to enjoy that boasted freedom, 
that although they had lived to drink in that bitterness which 
existed in the American mind against the old land for a quarter 
of a century, when they canle here they became perfectly loyal 
and said-" 'Ve are going to make our home in this country 
Its people and its GO\'ernment use us well, and we will support 
it." And some of them took sides with Britain in the war of 
1812, and many helped to put down the Rebellion of 1837. 
From 1810, the time ",,,hen the first settlel's came in. there 
were very few who came to stay. For the next few years those 
who came were simply goers and comers, and these people 
devoted theil' energies to clearing their land and raising some- 
thing to feed their little families. In 182:3 many of the children 
had come to that age when they should be sent to s('hool, and 
those settlers, not unmindful of the duties they owed to their 
children and to the community, norignorant of the arlvantagf's 
of even the very limited education they were able to give to 
their families, set to work to build a school house, and one was 
put up ('n the cornel' where John Steel's blacksmith shop now 
stands. 'Ve believe it was the second s('hool house built in the 
township, the first being near the Flamboro' line, (many of its 
pupils having occupied prominent positions, amongst whom is 
:\11'. 'Vro. C. Merriam, from whom much of my information 
has b
en obtained), and for many years was known as the- 
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., Jones school house." The first teacher in the Sheffield school 
was one Elias Smith, who hoarded around in tm'n among
t the 
settlers as part of his salary. [n the same year, 1828, the 
cemetery, now known as the" Sheffield Cemetery," was opened 
up and a child of Phillip l\1ain interred therein. Our informant, 
who has now passed the winning post of three score and ten, 
tells us how the men took the little coffin under their arms and 
started through the bush to consign it to l\Iother Earth. The 
next who was buried there was old 311'. 'Veaver, father of the 
latt' Peter 'Yeavel', whom we forgot to mention as one of the 
first settlel's. Thus was opened up a place which pl'o\-ed in the 
end to be the last resting-place on eal,th of the men and women 
and many of the childl'en who first opened up this section of 
country. 
In 18H2 quite an addition wns made to the settlement by 
the arrival of a number of families from England and \Vales. 
The Culham familYI the old stock, are all df'ad, but many of the 
younger members of the family still reside in this section. 
They were \Velsh, and so was )Ir. Griffith Lloyd, who for many 
years carried OlJ wagon-making on a large scale. )11'. Lloyd 
lh-es at Stratfnrd now, and I think that he ànd John Ennis, 
who came in about the same time, are the only ones living who 
came into the township at that time. The other' families who 
settled ahout Sheffield at that period were the Grummets, the 
BarloW's, the 'VilIards, tb(:' Eagles, John 'Veils and his brother, 
James. These families all came from England anrl the older 
mem bel's of them are all dead, but many of their descendants 
are stilI living- in the neighhorhood. About the same time an 
agitation was gotten up to try and get a postoffice, which they 
secured through the influence of the late l\Ir. Shade, of Galt, 
and l\Ir. John A. Cornell was the first postmaster. 
In ISH.! the people hE-gan to feel the necessity for some place 
of public worship, and the present r. B. Church was built in 
that year. I believe that it is the first church which was built 
in the township of Beverly. John A. Cornell was for many 
yearE the minister. l\linisters fl'om other denominations fre- 
quentlv Pl'eached in it, and before the English Church, e3st of 
Sheffield, was built, the late Dr. Boomer, then of Galt, preached 
in it somewhat regularly. 
In 1S.
3 or 18::36 'Varner Churchill built a store on thf' place 
where Bonè's store now stands, and ran it for a 
hort tinh.". 
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when he took in as a partner the late Samuel Uongo. They did 
quite a trade during the time they kept the store, when they 
sold out to Seth Holcomb, now of Gl'and Rapids, Michigan. 
He enlarged the store and did a large business. He also dealt 
in land and stock to a considerable extent. He took a leading 
part in all the public affairs of the township and county and 
was one of the township's first Reeves. \Vhen Sheffield first 
got the postoffice, the mail cawe thr'ougb from Hamilton on 
horsehack and afterwards by stage. OIlly one newspaper came 
to the place at that time and that was taken by John A. Cornell 
and known as the Hamilton G3zette. 'Vhen it came the 
neighhors used to go in to hear the news. 
In 1850 Dr. Lundy came to Sheffield. \Vhen he first started 
he boa.rded with Seth Holcomb, and then with Peter Middle- 
miss, after which he purchased the place where Dr. Smith now 
lives. I may have occasion to spe3.k of him in some of my 
future letters. 
The :Stone Road was begun through Beverly in 18H7. but 
was not finished until SOliJe years later, and it was a great boon 
to this part of the country. as the grain in those early days had 
to he teamed through to Dundas. 
As Sheffield now stands there is Bond & BI'O. in the old 
staud, ::\11'. C. \V. Laing in a neat stone store on the north side 
of the road, 1\11'. Laing 
lso runs the cheese factOl'Y; Ghas. 
1\Ieyers, hotel keeper; John Steele, black
mith ; 'Vm, Brugan, 
wagon maker ; 
lr. 1\IcPherson, teacher; Rev. 1\11'. 1\Ioat, pastor 
of the U. B. Chm ch, and Rev. Mr. Truax. pastor of the 1\1eth- 
mUst Church; Dr. Smith in Dr. Lundy's old stand, Jackson 
ì\Iore runs the mail between Sheffield and Dl1nda
. "\Ve believe 
that 2\11'. Charles Lamh, son of Harry Lam b. is the oldest nåth'e 
of the place. He was hOl'n on the old farm in 1816. 
'Ve are now able to trace the settlement of the we!'.t part 
of Bevel'ly hack beyond UHO , the period that I mentioned in my 
last letter', to the year 1800, when a man by the name of Linas 
Peck settled one and a half miles south of Slwffield, on the farm 
now owned hy David Tansley, better known by the oldel' resi- 
dents as the 
lunson farm. This man, Peck, chopped about 
ten aCl'es, and the place was known for many years as the 
" Peck" clearing. He lett tlw place after other settlers began 
to come in, no person knew where he went. PhiJip Main, 
father of George l\lain, of Galt, was the first I113n that owned 
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a span of horses in this section, he was also the first who owned 
a waggon, and his services were in grf'at demand at funerals 
for mile., around. Philip )Iain always carried the eorpse. 
About the year 1828 01' '30 two other families moved into 
Homulus, one mile east of Sheffield. Their names were, one 
'Vall ace, and the other, Sutherland. Old Mr. 'Yal1ace started 
a bakery along the road side and the Sutherlands ran what was 
known as Lamb's l\Iills. Both families were well known in 
Galt. Rohert 'ValJace, of Hamilton, and George, of Bwntford, 
are of the 'Vallace family, and of the Sutherland family there 
are John, of HanO\Ter, and l\Irs. Robert 'Vallace, of Hamilton. 
Mr. Alonzo Bliss, whom [ mentioned in my fOl'mer letter 
as the first chair-maker in this section, my informant wishes 
me to state that he was a man who was held in high esteem 
among the people on account of his piety; that he and the late 
and respected John Merriam organized the first Sabbath 
School in Sheffield; that he afterwards moved to Galt, and 
thinks that he was the first chair-maker who started in Galt. 
In 183J, the year of the great cholera epidemic, word came into 
town that four men had taken that dread disease up on the 
stone road, just east of the town, and were lying there. dead. 
That the greatest excitement existed iu the town need not be 
told, and that Blis'3, along with the late Mr. S:mres, went up 
and buried them, and when these men returned from their 
loathsome mission, that they went down the street, singing a 
hymn. Bliss took the cholera that night and died. 
An anecdote or two in connection with the Sheffield school 
and I will conclude my Sheffield !;ketch by inserting l\lr. 
Holcomb's letter. It is very interesting, as it deals with things 
at a later date than I do. The school house on the corner was 
built of logs; the floor was about two feet from the 5I'ound. 
'Vhen it got old the youngsters of that day had got a hole 
worn and then tore throug-h the floor in the nOl,th-west corner 
(If the huilding. 'Vhen the teac'her dismissed the sehoul the 
boys, instead of going out of the doOl" would jump into this 
hole arid then crawl out through the foundation, and, by way 
of punishment for their misconduct, the Master would take his 
taws, go out doors, and run t}1ese fellows undp" the house and 
up through the hole, and then march them out thl'Ough the 
door. Another party, who attended the 
heffield school, giw"s 
me the following- whieh is too good to keep :-There were 110 
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set school hooks in thocie days as lIOW, hut the children took 
any hook that they happened to have, the New Testament 
being the only general book in the school. 'Veil, one day the 
Testament class was called up to read, when one of the pupils 
began to read the verse where the Jews were told that they 
would strain at a gnat and swallow a camel. The fellow began 
to spell his way through in this shape :-s-t-r-a-i-n-e-d (strained) 
a-t (at) a g-n-a-t (gate) a-nod (and) s-w-a-I-I-o-w-e-d a c-a-m-e-l 
<saw-mill), which made the passage read that they strained at 
a gate and swallowed a saw-mill, much to the disgust of the 
t
acher, but it was fun for the school. 
Below is the letter that I ha\'e receiveà from 1\11'. Holcomh. 
I give the whole, as he gives names and incidents that J 
omitted giving:- 


MR. HOLCOMB'S LETTER. 
GRA
D RAPIDS, :MICH" 
July 10th, 1888. 
In the issue of the RepoI"fcl' of the 6th inst., I read with 
much interest the excellent letter of John A. Cornell, wherein 
he tells your readers much that must be new to some of them, 
of the early settlement of the northel'n part of Be\-erlv. As 
succeeding letters will give the same information of those whose 
names should be mentioned in a like connection with other 
portions of the township, it seems to me that while the letters 
are in type a fitting opportunity is afforded at little expense to 
ha\-e them arranged in a convenient form for circulation and 
preservation, as giving an early history. of the township, J 
wl-ite this letter, however, partly to express for my father, Seth 
Holcomb, and at his l'equest, the satisfaction that Mr. Cornell's 
letter gave him. To one of his age the circumstances of fifty 
and less years ago would need to have heen very unfortunate, 
if a relllinder of them were not pleasant, but beyond that the 
l'eminder is the more welcome when the circumstanC'es and 
associations of those years were ag-reeable and the years them- 
selves counted prosperous. My father's fill'>t visit to Beverly 
\\'as in July, 1836, when with another man, also on horse-back, 
they went west from Hamilton through Dundas, etc., into 
Beverly as far as the log tavern, about a mile west of Sheffield, 
then kppt by ""TildeI' Babcock, where good entertainment was 
had, although the sleeping room was reached by a primitive 
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stairway. A few years after he removed to Sheffield and com- 
menced a little business in the very little t,,"o-roomed store 
which 'Varner Churchill left vacant on his sudden (;hange of 
residence wIth his family to this State, The store was then 
restored, and what it lacked in quantity and value, was made 
up in variety. There was not much the neighbors wanted 
which the little store did not have somewhere about. The 
butter and shingles, eggs and pork, heef, hides and oats, cattle 
and horses, were bought or received in trade. As the husiness 
gr'ew and was successful, Bond's present store was built, and 
thpre was for sale 01' exchange for the things just named, the 
usual choice of a còuntry store, from a grindstone to a trimmed 
bonnet, from a rat trap to an overcoat, with the unusual choice 
of horses, cattle and carriages, of various ages or value, from 
somewhere about the store or farm, as the Pl'emises, purse or 
pl'Osperityof the purchaser \varranted. 
In the later years of father"s husiness, about 183.3-6, a store 
was continued at Rockton, and Leonard H. Randall was aided 
in a promising store at St. George , until he came here in 18;:>7 
or '58, where he "Lfterwards became Mayor and had for many 
years unusual and great prosperity as a merchant and a private 
hanker, which latter business in time merged into the strong 
Fourth National Bank of Grand Rapids 1\11'. Randall is now 
as genial and popular as he used to be in Beverly and St. 
George, being comfortably situated in Chicago. At the late 
Repubhcan Convention in that city a middle-aged man from 
here came back, talking of Randall's enthusiasm and hospi- 
tctlity, in the same way as 'Villiam Snowhall, Charles Coulters, 
the Lawrason family, and the hoys of St. George of thirty years 
ago, will remember him. 
As a reminiscence I will recall to some old Beverly ac- 
quaintances a homeless boy, named l\IcGonegaJ, who waS 
working at Shannon's at Romulus, and came to live at our 
house. lie worked and went to school and Sunday school. He 
left, and the next T heard of him was when he came to my office 
in New York from New Orleans in 18ß.! OJ '65, accompanied 
with wife, chiliren and nurse, second floor front rooms at the 
Metropolitan Hotel on Broadway, at a cost of $130 to $200 per 
week (war times), and at the same time was spending 1l1Oney as 
I recollect in prohahly equal amounts not so reputably. I was 
at the store in New Orleans in lBö(i, of which he had control 01' 
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WD.S ownpr. It was a very large, wholesale drug store. \V hD.t 
Ius relation with it was I do not well know, hut his control was 
apparent. He said he had" run" cotton through the Fedel'al 
lilH's and quinine through the Confederate lines and marle 
money during the war in connection with Gen. Butler's brother, 
Geol'ge, and was wurth $700,000. He entertained me nicely, 
and as we dro\"e with an attr:lctÏ\-e "tul'n-out" towards Lake 
Pontchartrain, I contrasted the famous "shell" road with 
" Bever 1 y swamp" wllPn he and I as boys took the butter, eggs 
and hides \veekly to Hamilton and brought home the usual 
choice of a country store referred to, with one 01' more rejuvep- 
ated buggies 01' caniages from ,\Yilliams & Cooper's factory, 
HD.milton, hitched behind. And as he left me at the famous 
St. (,harles Hotel, I wonòered how a boy, whose tat her was a. 
stone hreaker on the Beverly stone road, could be worth 
$700.000, or a boy who had attended a Beverly Sunday School 
could lie so \\.'ickedly. He died soon after of yellow fever. His 
alleged friend, George Butler, was U. S. Consal to Cairo, Egypt, 
married a well-known actress in whose society the founder of 
a pl'Ominent Xew York paper is said to have died, and himself 
has died in natural course of human events. 
'Ve are reminded h)T Mr. Co's letter that father was compli- 
mented by appointments as Magistrate, Postmaster, and in 
other ways by the Government ,-was a member of the old 
District CounciJ, meeting- at Hamilton, representing the now 
present counties of 'Ventwortb, Halton, Brant and \Vaterloo, 
--a6sociated in Beverly township affairs with 'Vm. Dickson, 
(of Beverly), now deceased, and James McQueen, l\lalachia 
Sager and George Jones, who are now living,-that afterwards 
as Ree\-e for several years, he represented the township in the 
County Council and as such had much to do with the building 
of the Township HaU,- that he was connected with the form- 
ation of the Agricultural Society, and was, I believe its first 
PI'csident,-with the establi
hment of the Division Conrt at 
Rockton, and with othel' advances in the township's history. 
.Mr. ('01 nell has prohably delayed IllS mention of Beverly 
swamp till hi" next. I would pass it lightly, as would the foot_ 
man who tried to get over it. It commencpd in its fullness 
about two miles below Sheffield, nellr Mawhinney's, afterwards 
McClurc's, then corduroy and mnù to near Barlow's; stage 
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pas
engt'rs walked over and through it, dri vel'S HWOl'e about it, 
and occasionally a. hat., floated on its miry sUl'face, snggestive 
of the man and horse heneath. 
A little 1I00,th was the hamlet called Rumolus, or Romulus. 
It wa
 not nmeh of u. prohibition place, and pel'haps the tir
t 
was the best way to spell it,- but as a fellow who spelled his 
name in the last way was supposed to have had something to 
do with the founding- of ancient Rome, the iatter might have 
been the correct way. It is proper, however, to note that the 
Italian ROllle was founded some twenty-five hundred years 
before the Beverly Romulus and somewhat differed in location. 
Still I am mO\-ed to the more glorious suggestion fr'om the fact 
that I once saw a plot of this expected city, from which radi- 
ated somewhat diverging lines to Behring Straits, _\ustralia, 
Cape Cod, London, "Queen's Bush," Patagonia, .. Little York," 
1\lt. Vesuvious, and other notahle points. Harry Lamb, sr., 
the founder was from Cornecticut. As l\Ir. C. says, Charles 
Lamb only remains of the old f<tlnily. The latter, pardoning 
this personal reference, will not doubt my veracity, or recollec- 
tion when I call to his mind the favorite expression on election 
day that he voted on the" goose pasture,"-and he did so vote 
for men of less natural capacity than himself, for few were 
blessed \vith gl'eater. He \\..m recollect the time when he, 
holding the plough and I drivrng the oxen, in breaking ground 
near the expected city, he gave me the distinctive differences 
between Lord John Russell and Sir Robert Pf>el, and that his 
legs and Iny political lesson were marred by the half-broken 
and rebounding roots. The elder Mr. Lamb and his sons had 
a saw mill and grist mill. The latter was burned while father 
was the owner of the property by two young men whose 
names will be recollected, But a better saw mill followed and 
for a part of each year considerable work was done. 
I do not wil:;h to infl'inge on friend CorneU's writings, and 
so pass old neighhors with a bre\'Íty, not otherwi!'e ju!"tifiable, 
and ('ome west to the old school house on the corner at Shef- 
field. It was of the hlock house shape, hewn logs, a door on 
the corner, and small windows on thl'ee other sides; a vener- 
able stOIlP in the middle; a water pail and hroom behind the 
door; a continuous desk ahout the sides, wherein were mar'ked 
initials suggestive of previous scholars, most of whom ha'-e 
probahly passed away, Solomon Shaver was then the nl8ster'. 
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He \vas as old as the surroundings. He punished consistently. 
He twisted one leg about the other in a wonderÎul way, Being 
a little hlind, a hole in the floOl' was convenient to boys who 
wanted to "go out"'. But he taught well with (Jobb's 
pelling 
Book, Kirkham's Grammar, Dabold's Arithmetic, and Olney's 
Hpography. There were near the same period as teachers 
Picton Br'own, Edmund B. \Y ood. and later, A ustin Smith, 


It was a cU5tom of the boys, more meritorious perhaps in 
its breach than observance, to close the door on the "Mastel'" 
on the last day ot school. It was tried on ".l\Iaster" Brown on 
that day. The barricade was all rip,-ht, but a rear attack from 
the hack windows was 'lot expeeted. The boys saved an at- 
tack on tlwir re"pecti\'e flanks by executing a forward retl'eat 
through the front donI', where the right. foot of "l\Iaster" 
BI'own waved as holùing the tort. 
lr. \Vood was Provincial 
Treasurer, and died as Chief Justice of Manitoba. 1\11'. Smith 
hecame baliff at Hamilton. Some wanted a new school and 
some did not. One night th
 ends of the logs in the old house 
were torn out. and the top 
ettl('>d down. A man whom I have 
some reason to be acquainted wit.h a guod llIany years, told me 
the other day that the hovs did it. I think he knew better. 
'VeIl, it gave us a new 
chool house, (not the present one). 
There we had Sunday school and singing ,>chool, where Isaae 
Bird taught at $1 a qual'tel'. Spectators were not admitted. 
He and his wife ha\'e lived many years at Adrian in this State. 
There is a State r'efor'matory institution there that I occasion- 
aUy visit officially. I called to see him about a year ago. I 
told him that he taught me "do, ra," etc. It did not move 
him. "Scotland is lmrning," etc., did not recall me. After we 
had given 0111' opinions about those Beverly folks that went to 
Grand Rapids, I told him who I wa!", and then he wondel'ed if 
the rather' heavy gr'ay-haired Ulan was little Johnnie Holcomb. 
\Ve had spelling makhes inside the school house, and our 
wrestlers settled the championship outside with TurnbuIl's 
Cornel's and "all cOllier's." The glory of a young athelete, 
swaB in stature but great in prowess, living north of Sheffield, 
was trailed in the dust, howevel', when attending a compli- 
mentary "chival'ee" jll:;t south of us. He was captured by a 
sOl'til' fl'om the house and was held a welcome but not thank- 
ful gut'st tilI morning. \Y 
 had debating sodeties, and when 
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Mr. McRoberts and I believe Peter \Vood, of Troy, with their 
followers met Sheffied eloquence, we had a good time. 
Dl. Lundy, as Mr. C. says, came to Sheffield about the time 
to which I refer. He was agreeable, handsomt:>, well learned in 
his profession, and rodp his gray mare gracefully, and so:m bad 
plenty to do. He boarded at om' housf', slept ovel' tbe store, 
worked hal'd and poked fun at Randall's thin leg!' and zebra 
pants. There was a good deal of fe\Ter and ague about and the 
doctor showed me how to make ague medicine. I did not 
do much about it except attend to the rain-water department. 
but our success was most marked, Perhaps no\,,- I would be 
nliable in an ordinary ague case, and in otber cases might fol- 
Iowa course similar to that of the young physician who , if not 
successful in certain complaints, threw his patients into fits, for, 
as he said, he was shol'l (new version) on fits. 
But the years become modern. For the last time the four- 
horse stage, nine inside, and top covered. leavps Hamilton, 
with a stop at the old Half-\Vay House, another at Dundas, at 
Flamboro', at "Barlow's," when, with a fresh four, we are 
whirled onward to '\Vilder Baheock's, who neat, portly and 
jolly, recpived bis callers, whence the stage rolled on, the pas- 
sengers warmer if the weather was cold, cooler it it was hot, 
hecau
e of the entertainment, until it lands us at Chapmnn's or 
Lowell's where the passengers say gOùd-bye. And I end my 
long story. 


J. 'V. HOLCOl\IR. 
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THE TROY LETTER. 


A 
 I have already stated, 
heffield was fÌlst 
ettledlD lß],Q , 
In the same year, five miles south of the Sheffield settle- 
ment, through an unbroken forest, where Troy is now 
situated, another settleInent 
prang up. Thus we see how the 
opinions of men differ and what a varip.ty of tastes the human 
family have. One would naturally suppose that when a town- 
ship that was nothing more nor less than a wilderness was 
settled that péople would huddle tog-ether; that they would 
push their l'onquest oyer the mighty forest from a common 
centre, each new-comer going back further from that centre 
until they had struck the boundary line of their nmnicipality. 
But Beverly appears to have had a number of centres from 
which each little but plucky band of men and women started 
out to lessc.n the great gap of dark and dismal woods that lay 
between them, and to-day. As one rides over that once five 
miles of logs, brush, trees and water as I did the other clay and 
sees from the beginning to the end one fine farm after Hnother, 
-when I saw those farms, well-fenced, and the fields cm'ered 
with waving grain; the fine stock in the fields; the fine build- 
ings, to 
he1ter 110th man and beast; with wires strung along 
the roads to convey man's thoughts to man, indeed e,'erything 
to make home, sweet home, I asked myself the question, 
"Does man's ingenuity know any lirnit , or his plu('1.. any 
bounds; ca.n his energies be measured. or is he like the little 
rivulet tÞat flows on and on and on until its waters are lost in 
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the mighty ocpan. Look at what he has done and then ask 
what he can do, and echo will ans\ver "'\Vhat ?" I said that I 
am proud that I am a Canadian; I am proud that I belong to 
a nation upon which the sun ne\.er ceases to shine; that I be- 
long to a nation whose home is the birth-pla('e of liberty; tl at 
I belong to that part of the empire which is the right arm of 
that mighty nation; but I am prouder still of the fact that I 
am a descendant of those early pioneers of our country-m
n 
that labored all the d'ty in clparing the land and providing a 
home for the teeming thousands that would succeed them, and 
then burnt the midnight oil in informing themselves and ::;tudy- 
ing up principles to inculcate into the young and rising gener- 
ation and tanght them to hand them down to the next and to 
the next as long as time should rolL 


But I must stop, Thpse thoughts carry me away from my 
suhject. Tro v
as I have said lies ahout fiVR mile
 
onth of 
S heffield a
 was spttled about 
he "':=I me y
a r. The landahout 
Troy differs considerably from the land around Sheffield, it 
being more rolling; indeed, to the west ànd south of Troy I 
might say hilly. In t he year 1810 there were seven families 
who moved into that section. Th è first was 
l!.!.h2!land, 
who settled on the farm now occuDled hy hIs grandson 'Vel- 
l,JngtOl u-\.l.ulhQIlaud. Just east of the village his son, ll1!.&.h, is 
still living. Just east of the homestead, a little farther on, 

ll'

 
lnlholla nd lives, another grandson of Hugh's. He has 
occupied the position of Repve of the township. His farm was 
taken up by one J ohn M:=I('Tll'o yjlLlg
3. His family has all dis- 
appeared. The l\lu lhollands were A me ric 
s_by bkth and 
came from the State of NRW Tp(' sey. This family is aud has 
been highly respected in the neighborhood. On the north side 
of what is known as the old Plank Road J ames Jo ges settled in 
1817. The farm is still in the h::tnds of the family. His son, 
Andrew. is living upon it at the present time. Besides, there 
are other members of the Jones family lh.ing in this vicinity. 
Farther east from Troy J ohn nJpmR
 t settled. He ("ln1P fJ'Qm 
Engianð- and settled upon the farm he now resides on in 1832. 
He is now 8-1 years old and was a mern ber of Beverly Gouncil for 
many years. Farther east ypt 
nfh:e\V P:=Itrick se ttled at a n 
early d
t 
. I have not got the exact date of his settlement. 
He is still alh.e and part of his family are on the hOluestpad. 
Eastyetthe Bo
 fami1ysettled. JosephBoyleresidesin Dundas 
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at present; hut the most of the family live in the neighhorhood
 
where they were born. On the south side of the road .J2avid 
Abel settled settled on the farm which is now occuJ2ied by 

pr Mise ner. Following up the south side of the ro ad near 
the village :t here was a lot of 100 acres of land with a saw mill 
thereon. The land was owned by one Will. \Ved ge, who built 
the mill i nì81ß and slashed dowl!...ab out 2Q acres. In 1818 Ada m 
a nd Peter Misener came in and p urchased the too aCJ>es of land 
al

\
!.l 
ayi ng tl
lln..2f.$2J-3
=j, or a little less than 
$ß. ..pp.r :H
re. mill and all .--Petel' Misener is dead. His son, John, 
is still on part of the old farm. Ada m l\Iisener is st illali\Te
 
h ale and hearty, and 90 
 of age, which shows the reward 
that people receive for ab:::.taining from those vices that very 
often lll!lke men old at 50. About. the year 1828 Stephen Nis bet 
settled on the farm now occupied by his s.Q!l, Rob ert. Oth er 
members of this family reside in the neighborhood. 
In enquiring of the old man, l\Iisener, for the facts of the 
early settlement ot that section of country, I told him what I 
wanted them for. He took a knowing look at my more youth- 
ful appearance, a!:o much as to say, " I wonder now if he can do 
this thing as well as I could? Van he tell the people of to-day 
the hardships of those early years? Can he make the people 
understand when be describes the old log-house, with the 
chimney stuck in one end and kitchen. parlor and bed-rooms 
all in one room; with an old rung ladder to get up and down 
the stairs with; will he stop the funeral procession and tell 
them how we took our loved ones to the grave in lumber 
wagons, around stumps and over corduroy bridges, or would 
they stop as they roll along in their carriages to listen to his 
story?" I said" Yes, old man. ] want to hear your story. 
I want to write a book, so that not only the people of to-day 
shall know of YOllr valor, of the great battles that you won, but 
that your names shall he banded down to posterity anrl people 
yet unborn shall know of your good deeds." 
p p.tel' Misener was the first man tbat.-got _ a.. stove 
in the neig h bor hood.-lt was qmte a sight and the 
folks thought he was getting proud. Th ey showp.fI it to 
an Irishman. who declared that Pet e r Mise n er had got 
t he divil in his hou 
, an d be had run hi s tail . up 
thr ough the r
 of. The Coleman family came in in 1812. 
There were two brothers, John and \V iIliam. John settled on 
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the farm now owned by 'Yalter l\lis
nel" which runs do\, n 
to the 3rd Concession, taking in what is now part of Troy. 
.:\1rs. S. B. Lawrason, of St. George, is onp. of the family. \Vil- 
liam settled just to the north of John. There are none of his 
family here that I know of. Of the female part of the Cole- 
man family there are :\lrs. Adam Misener, of Troy, and .:\Irs. 
Nelson Vrooman, of Harrisburg, still living-. 1\11'. Con! ad 
MjspnptJ,:ame III at a later dat e,_I think iD183;-t Of his family, 
one is on the old farm, east of the viHage; '
a
r lives close 
by, and o ne of thprn i,. >'I mini..:tPJ' in t}1P :\Jpthodis.t Church, 
and another, Sidney, is a merchant in the village. 
Then the land north of this point, hetwt'(,11 what is now 
Troy and what was k.nuwn as the Cornell settlement at that 
time, was taken up at a later date by Joh n tlJ1nJDhr e:'!. 1.0n 
Lee OUf' RllT'k-hf'\ lder, and a man by the name of IIillvell, who 
got into some trouble about wheat in Dundas and was forced 
to leave. The farm now owned by 
 ambJp W:l,. take n up 
b Yß man by the nan J.iLQLShqwers, and o ne McCormack w as 
on the same
l ace. These families have an disappeared. 
The s çÞooJ h
 e was huilt fil'st ill
on the side-road just 
north of the village and was the thiId sehuol house in the town- 
ship, and a 1\1rs. Cline, gl'andmothel' ot 1\1r. \Vm. Rosehrugh, 
late ot Br!tnchton, now of North ('arolina , was the fir
t teaehel", 
and James Dearv was the second. Thus we see that the people 
took an interest in the education of their growing families at a 
very early date; indeed, as soon as possible after their 
ettle- 
ment they turned their attention in thi8 direction. 
In 18.30 a n agitation was got up to form a cOlllpa ny and 
build a 2'0 o d..J:.QadJor .aJhQ!' ot
 b
tb rongn that pnt Q f the 
townsh ip. Af t.er thp formin
 of the comp 
h
y
ed to 
m akp th('" road ...o.f-JJlank. T he eom
i on Q.f this T'Oflrl -P.' ave 
t hat part of Beverly q uite.-a boo.l,n. Adam 'Iisener was the 
secr 
T'Y :mn trp.i'lsnrer oLthe.. .cDll.lpan
d..lD.ea.s..u.rc.lL.;.111 thp 
J
er. The late Andrew l\:Ioscrip. of lwar Galt, had the con- 
tract and pnllpd all the st umps on the road previous to thi
. 
The pe ople o f thaLsectWll had_to go cle ar to Dnnda
 their 
m ail matt.er, what littlp. thf'Y rpcpivprl . hilt an a2' 
n WitS 
got tl1?_tQ..gpt aj)0;;t. offì..L'e..fDr_the pla!:
 and callit ....Tr_v,y.... _ ',[Iwy 
suc ceeded, and the late Alexander ' l cRoherts was the fi rst 
postmaster. Jonathan Palmer \vas the first hlacksmith that 
- ......-- 
stal'ted 111 the place long Iwfore Troy was Trov, and he heing a 


...... 
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Rood workmen, people came fr'om a long distance to J,{et their 
work done. .Mr, Palmer li\'es at Branchton now, an old and 
respected re::;ident. ,Mr

ffLsçìllJi\.
\
JJw fir'st 
slDrekee p

roy. He was sUl'ceeded by the late Brice Mc- 
Roberts. who took as partner hi
 nephew, Alexander .Mc- 
Roberts, now of Toronto, They also dealt considerably in 
lumber. The business afterwards passed into the hands of 
Alexander l\lcRolwrts, who c:uried it on successfully for many 
years. He is a man that is wen known, and through his own 
pluck, f'nergy and ability ha
 gained a Provincial reputation 
and acquired a cornpetency at an early day, and has gone to 
spend the remainde:- of his days in the Ontario capital. 
Later on there was ...a.--g.r.1it_lllil
rected, which passed 
through the hands of a number of people, noticeably Joseph 
Stenahaugh, Whl), I think, is no longer living; Peter' \V ood, 
now of Brantfor'd, and others, but was burnt down a few years 
ago, and never re-built.. as it 'pt'oved in some way not to be a 
paying in\'pstment, St. Gem'ge, a few miles to the w p
with 
its fine water'-power . being a too heavy cO Illg,etitor. 
e 
many other dllages which goot their' gr'owth at th e.ir birth
 was 
unfOl, tl1
n lo sin K.!.!1all Y of its p ner'gf-'ti
eu
, and with 
the exception of a fpw fine fapm h(luses, has not made much 
impl'ovemeJ1L for quite a number' of year'
. The Episcupal 
M ethtjdists huilt a church about a mile e ast of Troy. 1 could 
not find out the exact date when it was built, but think it waS 
s omewher.
 
 t.W.tlje
. Tney also g 'u.phJ:l<;p.d a lLÏßCe (If 
g rol1lld iOJ' a c P'lIIp tRr y, of which )lalachi Sitger, Adam .Misener 
and Hem'y 
1ow wel'e the fil'st Trnstees, and the first person 
interred in this ground was a child of Rev. Benj. Lawrenee. 
The fil'st llliuister that was sent to Troy wa
 Rev. 1\11'. Stoney, 
an,l b
fdl'e the ehurch Na.; el'ected he used to prea('h in )1r. 
Hugh :\1ullwlland's hou
e. 
- The husines.. Ulen of T,'OY. a.. it noW stand
1 al'e :-:\11'. Gt>o. 
Clark, nwrchallt and postlllastf'l'; )11'. Sidney .Miseuel', mel'- 
chant in the lwick store that .Mr. McRoberts built; and a couplt:> 
of blacksmiths, whose uames I did not get. .A few year',,; ago 
they tore own the old church and built a fi I IH-i
S 
!?! ' J C chur \ h. Toe present mini stRr is th e R p\,' 
rr f.:'Ii/ 'd 
The prese_nt 
cþllnl t"',:,roh",.. j" 
rJ' 'VIII H
 y, who has heen as- 
sisted for the past few years hy ;\Iiss .Mary Babcock. 



JOHX CLElVIEXT. 
Born in the parish of Langtree, in Devonshire, England, 1801. Vame to 
Canada in 1832. Came to Bm"erly in 1835, First settled on south, 
east quarter of Lot 17, Concession 2, :Moved into the place now 
owned by him, in the fall of 1838. Was fiftecn years in thc Council. 
Seven )"ears l{eeve, four years DepP-ty.Heeve , and four years a 
Councillor. 
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\Vith the tide of emigration we move westward to the 
far'1U now oC'cupied by 1\11-. Malachi Sager, jr., which was set- 
tled in IH2û by his father, 1\h. Malachi Sager', sr'., who is still 
living and is now in the 92nd year of his age, and in JUY inter- 
,'iew with him the other day I found his intellect quite clear, 
and although memory is one of the fir'st faculties affected by 
age and dimmed by year's, his is still retentive and it was a 
s
rprÏ::;e to me to heal' him recall with accuracy the events of 
those earlier days, as well as thm;e of latel' years. HI" was 
barn in tlw 
tate of New York and is of Gel Ulan extraction. 
The old Juan boasts of his loyalty and says that his grandfather 
helpf'd to take Quebec under 'Volfe. He gave me the number 
of houses (and I suppose they wouldn't Ù{.. called houses now) 
that stood between FJamboro' and 
t. George, and to show 
the change that so few years have brought about; that 
road that is now so spotted and iu many places presents the 
appearance of a dllage, at tl1at time only contained thirteen. 
hou..,es. He rehearsed lllany of those bitter scenes of 1837 and 
told of the soldiers breakfasting in his garden. 
Just east of the Sager homestead, on the fal'l11 now occu- 
pied by Louis 'Vood, a man hy thf' name of 1\1unn settled. 
They left lllany years ago and nothing is known of theUl sillce. 
Further past the f;lJ'm now occupied by John Blf'fisdell was 
taken up by his father, Jonathan Bleasdell. \Jrossing the road 
to the south, SOUle years later a l\Ie. Acre settled on thf' Ir'on- 
side farm, \Vestward, the fal'l11 now owned by \Villiam Hobh 
was sC'ttled by 'Villiam Rolston. 
ome of this family still re- 
side in this sectIOn. On this fat'm was the first orchard that 
was known in this sl'ction. L was shown an apple tree that 
had a CirCl1Ulfer'encp of eight fpet eleven inches. Old Mr. 
Sager, in pointillg" to the teee that 62 years ago, when he came 
to that section, l\1r
. Ralston ga'Tt
 him a pail of applt:'1:' which 
she had picked fl'OIIJ that tl'ee, which, strange to 
ay, is loaded 
this year as well as any other tree in the OJ'C'har d, and 1 thought 
as thp old geutlpman wa
 rplating the incirlent, that it lJ)u:::;t bf' 
pleasant ill looking back o,'er the long and e\'entful life, for- 
getting the ups and downs, to recall those little actb of kind- 
ness that helppò to make the life of even a pioneer plea
ant. 
Between the old Sagel' homestead and the Governor's Road, 
leaving the plaee wher'e Harrisburg nuw stands a little to the 
west, in 18:W there were just three families settled, The",e were 
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Barney l\1arkle, who was widely known throngh that section 
for lllany years as one of the first ministers who used to preach 
in the old Troy church. Just here I will relate an incident of 
my own recollection. 'Vhen a litt]e boy I attended a funeral 
in. the old church. at which Barney 1\1arkle preached the ser- 
mon, and wlwn he addressed the mourners he asked them to 
stand up. Another family was that of Andrew Oweman. aud 
the third, \Vm. Shayer, had built a saw-mill previous to 1826
 
but it never ran after that date. To the north of the 3rd Con- 
cession, on the GOl'e, the 'Vai
 family settled. Th
y came in 
about the year 1822 01' '23. The land from the 3rd to the 5th 
Concessions, on the wpst side of the road, now known as the 
Town Line, which is now owned by Jas. Sager and others, was 
bought by Samue l Smith. Jeremiah 'Va 
and Har,-ey--1Vait, 
from \Villiam Chisholm , father of D. B. Chisholm, late ot 
Hamilton. The land lying on the east side was gradually set- 
tled, the Huntley place being settled by Zachariah Odell, and 
the farms now owned by John E. Sager and \Valter Henderson 
by the Beemer family. 
Another family of considerable note moved in at an early 
date. [rete)' to the CuQlcr family, There were two brothers
 
Preserved and Andrew. Andrew dit>d a year or two ago, but 
Preserved Cooley is still living and has occupied many promin- 
ent positions, and was appointed a J. P. a number of years ago. 
He married one of 1\11'. B. Beemer's daughters. Another old 
family, in this section on the .3th Concession. was 'Vm. Smith. 
He has been dead for many years, and his son, David. is on the 
old homestead. The north half of Lot fJ, in the 4th Uoncession, 
was taken up by Joseph Cornell, about the year 1820. Lot 10 
was settled by the )leriam famIly. Joseph Cornell also took 
up the place now owned by Alhert Heath and Silas Cornell. 
Another old family in the Troy section was the Bennet's, they 
lived near the village. But there is scarcely any of them left
 
they art' eIther dead or have moved away from the place, 
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I "S my last letter I made Sheffield my starting point and 
went south five miles to Troy. I now start from the same 
point and go north-east about the same distance, when I 
reach the village of Kirkwall, and your readers will recollect 
that I stated that the first settlers of Sheffield and'rroy were 
all, or mostl}- all, Americans by birth, and that it was not until 
later on that other nationalities began to ccme in, if you Ct uld 
call the Americans a nation at that early period. 
But at Kirkwall we meet with a very different class of people 
altogether. A very large percentage of the pioneers of the 
Kirkwall section came from Scotland, men and women who 
had left the land of the thistle for the purpose of hewing out a 
home for themselves and little families beyond the sea. And 
if pluck and ener
v was needed by those early settlers who 
came from the State of New York and other States to leave 
their homes and go into the hackwoods of Canada, how much 
more pluck and energy did it require for those who knew noth- 
ing at all of pioneer life, nor even the work that bad to he per- 
formecl; a people who had lived in an old country.-a conntrv 
that had heen settled for centuries; indeed a country where 
the room for tbe last man, woman and child seemed to be taken 
up. Then anothpr thing strikes thp f raveller most forcihly as 
he winds his way through that section. ('vel' rocks and through 
swamps and marshes, which that hardy class settled in the 
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very worst part of the Township of Beverly. [n enquiring of 
'Vallace McDonald, Esq" who was l'iding through that sec- 
tion with nJ(
, how. on such land, the people of that part 
had done so well; most of them corufOl.tahle, some of 
them wealth)", he said that they were goorl far'mers and good 
managers, that although the land \\'as poor, they had been 
brought up in a country where everything that was in the land 
was taken out to tlIP very best advantage and that they had 
put that knowledge which they bl"ought with them to a practi- 
cal test.; and I could not help thinkin
 of the Sl'otchman's 
reply to Dr. Johnston on the definition of oatmeal, which the 
doctor said was food for English horses and bcotchmen, Scotty 
replied that England raised good horses and Scotland good 
men. I repeat that if ever this was true, it was true of these 
men, for you could see in passing through from the general 
appeaT'ance of the farms, the stock, and the buildings, that 
every advantage that could be got was taken, and, indeed, they 
appeared to be doing well where we could see no advantage 
that could hE" 
ot. However, w
 arrived at Kirkwall, where 
we found our old friend, Willie Dixon, who said that he would 
give us all the information he could, and we proceeded to the 
cemetery, and as I stood in the ," city of the dearl " and saw the 
ground so spotted with tombstones I thought that we do not 
need a page like tht:' " Monarch of the East" to remind us that 
we are mortal. There a father, here a ulOther; there a hus- 
band, here a wife; there a hr'other, here a sister. There they 
lay, from the man that has seen his four score years. down to 
the habe that could scarcely IIsp its mother's name, and 1 
thought whnt a sad, sad tall' these stones tell. Our attention 
was pal.ticularly taken up with the tomb of an old soldier who 
haa fought under Graham ill Spain. He had passed through 
the last conflict. He had answered the last roll-call, not on the 
bloody fields of Spain, but away fr'om the scenes of his former 
conflict in the backwoods of Be\"erly: not under Graham, 
but nnder a cOIlHnandl'r that never lost a battle, The DaIUe on 
the tombstone was 'Vm. 'Vight, and on the back of the stone 
wele four ,rerses cut out, and I was informed that they \
ere 
composed hy his son, James \Vight. Thev are good and I will 
just give them here, but first let me say that 1 c1Ïd. not find out 
what year tlw Cp.llletery was laid out: but the first one interred 
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was a child of :\11'. )1itch\-'ll in 1839, just six years after the first 
settlement of the place. Kirkwall being settled first about 18:{2. 
The following are the lines on the stone:- ---- 


" I fought with Graham in fort and field. 
Beneath the hurning sun of Spain; 
I stood unhurt 'mong heaps of dead, 
Upon Barrossa's bloody plain. 


\Vell may Britain proudly hoast, 
Of many fields her sons have won; 
Though they lie mouldering in the dust, 
In every clime heneath the sun. 


Ye storms of time, roll on, roll on, 
Da\vn, dawn ye days of peace and 10\7e ; 
'Vhen Zion's songs from every throne, 
Shall sound like anthenJs from above. 


Once more I'll hear tlw trumpet sound, 
To burst the chains that hold us here: 
Not Alhuera's thundering sound, 
But Christ, our Raviour, in the air." 


Kirkwall was first known as "Little Scotland," and was first 
settled in 18.'32 bv Robert Dickson and his family, and Thomas 
'Vatson. Their families still occupy the old hOh\esteads. 
Jacúb McCarty (later' of Galt) about the same time took up the 
farm now occupied by F. 
lcBain. McCarty sold shortly after 
settling on it to the Buchanan family, This family consisted 
of the old man and his wife, four sons and one daught
r. The 
parents were well advanced in years when they settled there, 
and soon passed away. TIlt' sister married about the begin- 
ning of 1837 one :\léTavish, of Nassagaweya. The sons" ere 
Hugh, Duncan, Donald and Dugald. Hugh and Duncan ùied 
after being there a number of years, and tilt' place was sold to 
McBain. Another sister, with her husband, Duncan McColl, 
settled on the farm now occnpied by John Gilbert. jr. Mrs. 
McColl died a few years after settling and }pft one daughter, 
who soon after manied, and then the old man sold ont to J\\hn 
Gilbert, sr. Rohert Parker was also or)(> of the fil'st st:>ttlers on 
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the farm now occupied by his son, Joseph. James l\lcQueen 
and Alexander Innes settled on the farm now occupied by 1\11'. 
l\lcQueen , in 18:
B, Mcqueen on the west half, Innes on the east 
half. A few years after Innes sold out to McQueen and pur- 
chased the place now occupied by 
lr. Benjamin Dickson from 
one Thomas 'V all ace. 
Ir. lnnes was Collector of Taxes for 
the Township of Bevt:>rly fl'om 18-1-2 to 18-tH, both years included. 
He then sold out to Dickson and moved to the County of 
Bruce, and died a few years ago. James Stewar.t settled on 
the far'Q} (lot 18) now owned by John 'Vhetham, and about 
1833 or '34 sold to John :Fairgrieve , sr. and jr., (the father and 
grandfather of John B. Fairgrieve and Hugh Fairgrieve, now 
of Hamilton), who lived there for several years and then sold 
to one Robert Purvis, who in turn sold to \Vhetham. There 
was another' son, Hugh FaiJ'grieve. who lived on the farm with 
his father and brother, and who marrIed a l\Iiss 
Iary Ann 
Roberts, of a neighboring family, who are yet alive and on a 
farm up :\Iill Creek, not far from Galt. John Frier, sr., settled 
about 18:38 on the farm west of \Vhetham's, and his son, John, 
still occupies it and also :50 acres on the concession south of 
where he lives. John l\lenzies, sr., in 1836 bought out one Mar- 
latt, and stilll'emains on the same place with his family, (the 
old man is and has heen for some time quite poorly in health). 
One J&mes Kel'r took up the lot, west of Menzies' farm and 
sold to 
lr, Hoberts, who came out at the same time as the 
Fairgrie,'es. Roberts had quite a large family of sons and 
daughters. Roberts died soon after coming out, and his widow 
kept a sort of store and supplied the early settlers with many 
articles which in those days could not be got short of Galt or 
Dundas. The farm next west, part of Lots 12 and 13, was first 
settled by one Alex. l\lcKerlie, who sold in 1837 to George 
Carter, who occupied it until he died in 18S0, and the farm is 
now occupied by 'Villiam Middlemiss. The farm now owned 
by Edward Johnson was first taken up bV a Robert Riddell 
about 18.
2, the father of what is now h.nown as "Chief Rid- 
dell," of near Rockton. He sold to the Johnsons. Robert 
occupied the north half and John the south half. John sold 
out and moved on to the farm now occupied by his son, 
Andrew, which farm he purchased from Adam Rer (an ex- 

layOl' of Galt). Gporge Allan settled in 18:
7 on the farm 
now owned by John Jamieson (south part Lot 21, Concession 
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7), He was an old man when he came to tllP country, and 
after a few years sold to Jamieson. James Stewart, when he 
sold out to the Fairgrieves, took up the farm now occupied hy 
his son, Archihald, about one m He east from Kirk wall. Robert 
Hiddel, known as "Kirkwall Rohert," was a son-in-law of 
Robert Dickson and came to this country with the Dickson 
family. He first took up the west .30 acres of the \Vhetham 
farm, and he sold the same to the Fairgrie"es when they came 
out. Robert worked a few years for 1\11'. and l\Ir!5'. Roberts and 
then took up thE' farm now occupied by his family at KirkwalJ. 
George Ja,mieson and Thcmas Jamieson settled on the farms 
now occupied by their families about one and a quarter miles 
west of KirkwalJ. They married about 1837, daughters of 
Hobert Dickson. Georf!e, Thomas and George's wife have 
passed away to the Land of the Leal, but Mrs. Thos. Jamieson 
is still alive, and with her son, Rober't, on the old homestead. 
The two Jamieson families, the Riddel family, and the Dick- 
son's form a very important pOI,tion of the population around 
KirkwalJ, 
The side-road south and north fl'om Kirkwall was not 
opened for several years after the first settlement. The main 
roads south were the old Guelph Road, as it was called. \Vhen 
going east and south, and in going 'vest to Galt they took the 
8th Concession, west, to what is now Harvie's: then took the 
road leading to John Scott's place; and then west to Corrie's, 
Alex. l\Iarkle's place, :Mr. Hill's, Gibson's, Hendrie's, Mulhol- 
laud's and \Varnock's; then touching the 8th Concession again 
and striking the Stone Road at Fraser's, at the Dumfries Line. 
And when going to Lamb's Mill they went west from the old 
church to the west side of Lot 16, then south along the west 
side of the Menzie farm to the 7th Concession; then south 
through what is now 1\11'. Blake's place and Clelemas, and 
struck the Stone Road near where l\IcClure now keeps the Toll- 
gate. 
Th
ld log f'hur
h was huilt in or about 1835 or 1886, and 
on the site now occupie,"l by the shop of \Valter Tait. The Rev. 
T homas Uhris te organized the first congregation and held ser- 
vice there o ñCè in three weeks. The fil'st layout of the church 
ground was one acre square on the north-east corner of Dick- 
son's farm. The first hurial therein was in Sepetember, 1837,- 
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a child of .Jarues :\Iitehell's, It was intened in the south-east 
corn('l' ()f the ('hul'ch gr'ol1nd, and was removed to another part 
of the ground when the stone church was erected in 1847. The 
!;('('ond bur'ial was in 18-tJ., it heing the wife of 'Vm. Riddlp, sr., 
and grandmother of 'Vm Riddlp, now of south part of Lot 5, 
Gone. 9. The old Church, in its original state, if it could be seen 
by the present congregation, would he amusing and a surprise 
to many of the younger portion. A short description may hI" 
inter'esting :-The door was in the east end; from the door an 
ai""le ran thr'ough to the west end. The .Minister sat on a rough 
pine plank, with his back tJ the west wall. In front of him 
was a desk 01' place for the Bihle to rest upon. It was made of 
a piece of maple split out of a log, thep- hewn with an axe, and 
then planed smooth. It was elevated in front a little and was 
support('d by four holes being bored in the bottom, into which 
were driven four long h
gs like the legs of a hcr1ll. On each 
side of the Minister was a table made of a pine hoard, smoothed 
off, and running to the wall north and south; these tables were 
.tsed at Sacraments. There was a row of seats on each side of 
the aisle. Each seat was simply a rough pine plank, with a 
hlock of wood under the ends next the Jogs or side of the huild- 
ing. The plank rested on top of the block. The end near the 
ai",le was supported hy an iron-wood pole running along each 
side of thp aisle, with holes bored in the under side and legs 
put in, anrl forming a trestle for the ends of the planks 
used as seats, and male or female who went into one of 
the seats had to step over the tre
tle, about sixteen inches 
high, and thpn take a seat on a tough pine plank and sit there 
without any back to lean against, unless they got next to the 
wall, when they had the logs for a hack, and there sit and 
listen to t\\ u long sermons, one after another, each sermon 
half as long !lgain as any common sermon we hear now. Uon- 
tmst these times with the present, and the fine, substantial ahd 
commodious stone church now used, with the fine, open pews, 
with ('ushioned seats and backs, with every modern improve- 
ment of the age (except th' kist of whistles), and when we com- 
pare the early settlements with the pr'psent time, the present 
generation may well feel proud of the push, tact and principle 
of their primitive fathers. (I forgot to mention that the stove 
fir'st in use in the old church was a sheet-iron one, ahout 18 or 
20 inches in length, and otherwise in proportion, and anything 
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but sufficient to keep the house warm or comfOl'table). Mr. 
Clll'istie continued to preach only a few years after the old 
church was fitted up, and Rev. James Roy, of St. George, suc- 
ceeded him until about I8H. Rpv. 
Ir. Porteous was stationed 
at Kit'kwall about the end of ISH, and the new church was V 
built in IS;;!8. " 
In the fall of IS-lß Lemuel Tait pm'chased the plot now oc- 
cupied hy Mr. Christie, and built a house,-the west par't of 
the present str'ucture,-and also a blacksmith shop, where 
Christie ' s barn now stands. He carried on his trade as black- 
smith for several years, and then l\Ir, John Galbraith succeeded 
him. 
Early in the fitties, Malcom Campbell got the place at the 
corner and started a stor'e and diil well, and shortly after the 
postoffice was started, first twice a week, then thrice h week, then 
a daily mai!. 1\:11'. Campbell sold out to \Vm McMillan about 
the beginning of I8:>S and went to Lucknow, where he still is 
in business. McMillan ran the store husiness until about eight 
or nine years ago, when he sold out to the present occupant, 
Geo. Christie. Shortly after 1\11'. Campbell started business, 
the building now standin
 east of the store was put up and a 
tavern opened, but it could not be made to pay and had to 
close up as a tavern or hotel. Ahout the same time the stúre 
on the north-west corner of MI'. McQueen's farm was put up by 
Donald ì\[artin, Mr. McQueen's son-in-law; and Mr. Martin 
carried ou the business of store-keeping for several years and 
did quite a successful business. 
The common school was opened about I

, l\Ir-. John 
Harkness was the first, or about the first teacher. The old 
church was from that time nntil the new church was built 
used as a school house and church. The new school house was 
built in or about the year I8ül. Hohert McQueen has been the 
teacher for many years. 
I send you a letter from l\h-s. Adam Robertson, wbo is a 
daughter of old Mr. "\Vallace, and sister of Rober't 'Vallace, of 
Hamilton. to take extracts from: 
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IE REMI
ISCENCES. 


FERNDELL," GUELPH, 


July 18, 188S. 


.MR. CORNELL, 
DK\R SIl
,--Beverly heing my first home in this new 
country, I was much pleaspd to read your reminiscences of the 
Beverly Pioneers. It is many years since [ left there, but 
there were incidents connected with that early time that are 
photographed on my memory, which time cannot efface. The 
nawes yon 
a ve are quite familiar to me, and I occasionally 
pay a visit to 1\1rs. David .Main /lee Polly Cornell. At your 
req uest r ",ill tr'y to add a little to your manuscr'ipt. but you 
will please excuse all mistakes, as I belong to the old school 
and am unaccustomed to newspaper writing. The first family 
I shall mention is 1\11'. and :\lrs. Robert '\Vallace, with four sons 
and three daughters. They came from 
cotland in the year', 
IH:
-t- and settled in Beverly in the fall of that year. He bought 
100 acres of land, partly cleared, from Harr>v Lamb. Bpfore he 
could give him a deed 1\11'. 'V. had to advance money to the 
same H, L. to gpt up his own deed from the Canada Company. 
\ r mention thb to show the scarcity of money.) l\Ir. 'V. al<;o 
hought a village lot fl'OUl him in Romulus, built a house, and 
kept a grocer
y store for some years ther'e. The heads of the 
family have long been ga,thered to their fathers, also two sons 
and a daughte!. 
Romulus was laid out hyoId Mayor Lamb. He calculated 
on it rising to a g'r'eat city like the one he named it aftel', hut 
}tb,:;! the naUle was too aristocratic for a new country, and it 
died a natuml death. I only know of another lot being hought 
ther'e, hy l\h. Adam Robertson, a young Scotchman who ar'- 
rived later' on thp same fall. He was a millwright and put up 
old 1\11'. Jo,;eph Cor'nell's sawmill at the homestead, .:\Ioney 
was not very plentiful amongst the old settlers in those days, 

o he bargained with him for 100 acres of land, paying l\Ir. 
Cornell the Imlance in money. He was the other one who 
hought a lot in Romulus. About two miles back from the 
main road was a place called "Little Acotland," where some 
five Scotch fmuilies lived, One was Mr. Roberts. He hrought 
with him a wpH tilled pnrse of !lcllo,,' (;eon!ies. 1.\lrs. Roberts 
was of a very lively, clwcr-ful disposition. 'Vith her winsome 
<<laughter:,; Ulan)? a pleasant gathering was held at her house on 
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a wintel"s evening. I think tlH' best sleigh ride I eyer had was 
hehind a yoke of young oxen, Buffalo robes were a scarce 
article in those days, but the deficiences \"ere made up with a 
plentiful supply of straw, Scotch plaids, and an occasional 
quilt or two, and leal hearts kept Jack Frost at a distance. It 
was to 1\1rs. Roberts' we were going, and a most enjoyable 
time was spent. 'Vhen leaving about the "wee short hOlll's," 
a dance was proposed in the kitdH'n, the orchest.ra being com- 
posed of poker and tong-
, tin covelS and vocal music. And 
when the "mirth got fast anfÌ ful'ious," the fiddler on the 
poker and tongs, 
Ir. John Johnston, cam{' in too close contact 
with the dancers and poked a hole in one of the guest's ears. I 
hope you do not for Olle moment imagine that there was any 
other influence there hut nnrth and good friendship. And on 
our departure each one was pro\'ided with a hickOl'V torch to 
light us through the hush. 
Another highly esteemed famil
- lived near by, 1\11', John 
Fairgrieve, and his kind, amiable partner' and family, also .Mr. 
John Fairgr'ieve, jr., and his family lived tlwre. He built a 
new log house, and the neighhol's all ar'ound were indted on a 

ew Year's Eve to the house warming, and a very genial host 
he made. The house was l1ivided by a temporary partition of 
unseasoned boards. After' we had done justice to a good, sub- 
stantial supper, the dlbhes were removed to behind the par- 
tltiun to make room for a dance. Xo pianos in those days, our 
music was yocal. )It'. Falrgr-ieve, Sl'., was a splendid whi::.tler. 
1\11'. Adam Hobert:,;uu sang a good song', and I have no douht 

Ollle of the old s'ettlers willrell1embel' a fa\'orite sOHg amongst 
them that he sang, "'Vhen Char'lie first came from the North." 
"'hen all wel'e tripping the light fantastil' top, down caUle the 
partition and broke must of the dishe
, In those primitive 
days, when then' was a party or a bee, all the neighhors' 
õishes wet e horrowed for the occasion. However, the break- 
ing of the dishes did }Jot tuar the pnloYIlIPnt of the evening. 
Two of the cOUlpany composed a piece of poetry on the gather- 
ing. J will quote a YeJ'se : 


"On the fÌl,
t of the year, 
\Ve all did appeal', 
At the graceful boal'd of young Johnnie; 
Some met his lass, others took their glass, 
Bu t the most 0' ns met with our cl'onies." 
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It is both pleasant and sad to recall those early days, as so 
ffiany have passed away to the land of the leal. But" there are 
still sonlP few remaining who remind us of the past," and I 
hope they will give us a few sketches of theil' young days in 
the Beverlv bush. 


After giving you the balance of what might properly 
be called the Kirkwall letter, I shall add to it another im- 
portant sketch in the history of Beverly, the peoF>le on the 
other side of the big swamp, on the 9th Con" better known 
now as the Y alens 
ett1ement. But there are a few things 
about Kirkwall that I wish to notice before crossing over into 
the Valens section, among which are the first church session 
in lRBG, the number of rneùlbers then and now, the present 
session, the number and names of the different ministers since 
lR-!7, the time when the Rev. John Porteous took charge of the 
church. In going through that section I wonld just say here, 
before going any farther, that 1 called on James Ml'Queen, sr., 
and would have liked to have seen him, but he was ont at the 
time. He b H
 years of age, and one of the oldest settlers, if 
not the oldest, in that section, and for many years has been 
one of the leaders of public thought and has occupied many 
puhlic positions in the township. The same may be said ot 
his son, Thomas, and another son, J ames, is Postmaster of 
Dundas. But as I intend to take up the municipal record of 
the township of Beverly later on, I shall pass on for the pre:,;ent 
to note the growth of the church at Kirkwall. During the 
lapse of over half a century and while the years have brought 
with them a great change, it would be well for the peopl(3 of 
to-day, with all their' advantages, to ask themselves the ques- 
tion, "Are ,we doing all we can, as did those early veterans 
who worked so hard to sustain a place of worship in the back- 
woods of Canada, wherein they might worship the God of their 
fathers, that alllong all their hardships they attended to these 
things among the first." 
Re\-. ::\11'. Porteous wa.s succeeded in tIlt:' pastorate of the 
congregation by Rev. Isaac Campbell in J nne, 187ß, whose 
resignation was accepted on 
oyemher 1st, 187H, and the Re\-. 
Robert Thynne was induded as his successor on May 1st, 1877. 
1\1r'. ThYlllW tendered his resignation in April. IS:;2, and on 
October 3. 1 Hti2. the f)l'Psent pastor, the Rev. Samuel ('alTuthers, 
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was ordained and inducted into the pastoral charge of the con- 
gregation. The first elders of the congregation wer'e, Andrew 
l\IcKnlght, Thomas 'Yatson and \Yalter Robinson. The mem- 
bers of the present session are, Robert .McQueen, Andrew 
McKnight, Alexander Mitchel, Robert Garroch, (), 'V. Laing, 
John McPhail, 'Villiam Riddle and \VillianJ Stewart. The 
first named was ordained in Jannary, 1R.")7; McKnight and 
Mitchell in 1877; Garr'ock, McPhail and Laing in 1882; Stewart 
and Riddle the present year, 1888. The number of members 
on the roll in 18H6 was -to. The names were (that is the heads 
of houses), 1\les!,;rs. John McNab, Adam Thomson, James 
Stewart, Mr, Roberts, Thomas Jamieson, Robert Dickson. 
Thomas \Vatson, John Fairgrieve, Sf" John Fairgrieve, jr., 
DaYid Mar'tin, John Cowie, Robprt Riddle, \Villiam Riddle, 
Alexander Innes, James Mitchel, John Frier, Robert "/allace, 
sr., Hugh Fairgrieve. 'Villiam Cartner, Robert Valens, Andrew 
McKnight and James Mcf
ueen. There are a number' of others 
whose names appeal' in 1837, but tbe foregoing are the names 
of the heads of houses on the Roll for 183ß. The numbpr of 
members at present is about 170. l\Ir. James ::\lcQueen has 
filled the office of Treasurer from 183G to the present time. 
As I stated before, the roads then in those early days were 
very few, and the church was nearly surrounded by hush. 
Then it was not as it is nuw, people rolling into the church-yard 
in their carriages, but the people all came on foot, and then 
you l1fwer could see them until they came l'ight near. i\Iy in- 
formant tells me how they would come sudden Iv out of the 
wooded roads from all directions. He also tells me how the 
women used to do, how tllE'Y would stal't awa\y from home 
hare-footed, with their shoes on their ar'm, and just before they 
came to the church they would sit down and put their shoes 
on. After church was concluded they would go to the place 
where they put them on and take them off again and trip off 
home bat'e-footed. This may appear very strange to the ladies 
of to-day. Oh! now, don't take on airs and turn up your noses, 
but let me whisper in your ear that these women wet'e your 
mot.hers and grandmothers: these were the women who left 
the scenes of their youth and homes beyond the spa and fol- 
lowed the fortunes of your fathers and your 
 randfathers away 
to the wild west; and to-da"y, as }TOU roll along in your car- 
riagps and sit in your cHshioned pews , you are getting the 



38 


THE PIOXEERS OF BEVERLY. 


benefit of those years of toil and hardships in the early days of 
our township. Do not he ashamed of them; many of them 
have taken the ship again; they have taken their passage to 
that ., hourne from whence no traveller ever returns"; the few 
that are left, he kind to them, for posteI'Ïty will write this 
epitaph on their tomh"tones-" They wt:'re the true nobility of 
this coulltry." 
l\Ir. John Malcolm settled on a farm just to the east of where 
Thos. McQueen now lives, on the 7th con. His son,. John, is at 
prespnt in business in Galt, I do not know where the other 
memhers of the famiJy live. The old man had a seat in the 
Ben>rly Coullcil for some year's, I do not know the datt'. of his 
settlement, but it was early. A story is told of those early 
settlers wandering through the Beverly bush which is worth 
repeating, as it goes to show the great difference between the 
country they came from and the country they came to, and how 
soon they adapted them<:elves to the usages of a new countr'y 
and put their 
houlders to the wheel and helped to make out of 
a howling wilderness the country you see to-day. A party of 
men with their families came up through Be\Terly swamp in 
18B2, and after travelling for some days without seeing a place 
where they could even stop over night, at last got discouraged, 
and one Saturday night as they all sat around the camp fire, 
a proposition was made to go hack to Scotland. "Let us all 
turn around and go right away hack home," said some. How- 
ever, they all laid down to rest. The next morning , about sun- 
rise, when e\'erything was clear and still, onp of the men 
wandered away from the camp, and hearing some hells upon 
the cattle which were wandering around through the bush, he 
ran back to the camp and said, "Get up, we are all right. Get 
up, we are near a town, I hear the kirk bells .'inging." 
As I have already stated, \Vallace McDonald, Esquire, 
went through that section with me, and it was from him that 
I got the most of my information regarding the early settle 
ment of that part of the township, he having spent his younger 
days in that section. It was not only a pleasant trip, hut it 
was very interesting to hear and see him go over the scenes of 
his youth. I became very much interested in seeing how 
these old men, after an absence of over thirty years, could 
trace the old roads that they used to travel by trees and stumps 
and stones, although the sound of the reaper can be heard 
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{{oing over many parts of them to-day; telling how they used 
to twist around with their ox team through the bush , taking 
their grain all the way to Dundas; and how ahout the first of 
August they would draw in a little wheat, thrpsh it out with a 
flaiJ, and then take it on an old sled with their oxen over to 
Romulus to Lamb's mill; how the oxen would tire out and 
they would stay in the bush and rest: to see how lightly he 
would step on some of the old cordur0Y that still remains, 
whi('h he helDed to pllt there over forty year's ago. Tapping 
me upon the shoulder, he said, "John, I am eighteen veal'S old 
again to-day." But I thought, "Old man, if it was not for 
breaking the spell and letting you enjoy the pleasmes of youth 
for a moment, I would like to have a looking-glass here." 
But we leave the place, cross the fields to onr horse which is 
tied on the road side, seemingly unconscious of our mission. 
that wp are gathering up the history of those early years while 
there is some one left to tell the story, so that the people shall 
know of the good deeds of these old men after the last oue of 
them has gone over the hanks of the river. \Ye now ('ross the 
hig' swamp at what is known as ":Sarrow Keck," just north- 
east of KirkwaH, and give you the Valeus sketch, along with a 
description of what was known as the old Guelph road, as 
it ran towards Dundas; but before taking up the Valens 
letter, we would mention one or two families whicn we omit- 
ted in ùur last letter on KirkwaH. 
The place now occupied by James Nicholson was first 
settled by a family named Achin in about 18-10; they sold to 
John Train in about 18U or '-15, and Train in turn sold to 
Nicholson. The place now owned b}T \Valter Lapsley was first 
settled by John Kenny, who sold out to Claud Lapsley, 
\Valte:-'s father. :\lr. Uaud Lapsley first settled on and lixed 
for quite a few years on the 30 acres where Ritehie Paterson is 
now living. The Ballantyne fawi1y where the first settlers on 
the farm now occupied by the BallaJltyne family, between 
forty-five and fifty years ag'o, and have continued thelP ever 
since. 
The place now occupied hv Thomas Little was first owned 
by a man named Ross, and was taken up parly (about 18:36,. 
It was sold by him to a 1\1rs. Chambers (afterwards :\Irs. l\Iaw- 
hinney,) who in turn sold to the Little family, of which family 
the present occupant is a representative. 
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V A LE
S Settlement, or the Ninth Concession as it was 
first called, was first settled in or about 183!, and the 
settlement as originally known included the 8th Conces- 
sion on the north side of the big swamp and the south half of the 
f)th Concession, and extended from Lot No. W, east, to Lot No. 
33, or as far as could be settled for the swamp. The only road 
leading into that settlement at that time and foe several years 
after, was the old Guelph Road, to which [ referred in my letter 
on KirkwalJ. The Guelph Road began at the Dundas and 
'Vaterloo Road, about half a In ile east from Rockton, and a little 
west from the briek house now owned and occupied by 
Ir. 
Adam Thompson; then took a northerly course, passing a little 
east from where the residence of the late 'Vm. Henderson now 
stands; thpn cro!'sing the rear of the 3th Conces
ion near the 
house now occupied by Thoma
 Swinton, then north to the 7th 
Concession, passing near to the house occupied by And. John- 
ston (formel'ly known as .. Ker'::; Hill"); then northerly again 
and crossing the 8th Concession a little west of the big hill known 
as .. Parkel"s Hill," and about one and a half lots east from the 
old log Church at Little 
cotland; then it contiuued north 
through the farm now occupied by John Gilbert, and crossing 
the big swamp at the narrowest place known, (the old road 
may he traced through therp now): then northerly again and 
striking the 9th Concession about where the jog now is near 
1\11'. John Cowie's farm, and running a little farther north 
struck what was then known as the .. .Miller Line" of the 9th 
'(]oncession, and there the Guelph Road stopped and was never 
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opened any farther, and 1 rnav add that the whole route, from 
the I:>tone Road to the big swamp was through the bush, with a 
small clearing now and the11 , anrl the r\.ad was only brushed 
out so as to allow a wagon to g
t along, and in 
ome places a 
pretty tight squeeze at that, Of course it was improved a 
little afte1' the first s
ttlpment and many a load of gl'ain was 
taken to the market O\Ter that road. The line of the Road as I 
have traced it out it-ò as it was finally settled. The fi1'St lay-out 
varieò a little in some places. It went aronnd tht:' east pnd of 
the hig hill on the farms now owned by D, l\1itchell , in the 6th 
Concession, and then th1'ough .:\11'. Parker's clearing and along 
the east side of the hill on )11>. Gilbe1't's farm in the 8th Con- 
('ession, and came to the same point to cross the hig swamp as 
I have IJPfore described. 
"
e will now go baek to tbe year lS:36 and review the 
Yalens Settlement f1'om that time to this. \Ve leave the 
narrow neck of the hig swamp and take a stroll along the l'oad 
into that settlement, \Ye find the wh01e was composed of the 
following :-lst, David l\lartih, wife and child: 2nd, John 
Cowie, wife and two children: 31'd, \Vm. Rohson (hachelor) ; 
4th, two members of the Pentland f
mily, hrother and sister, 
John and Eleanor; 5th, the Valens family, two hrothers, John 
and Rohel't, theÌ1' mother, aud sister, Jane. Next. the .:\1("- 
Donald family, fathCl', mothe1', three sons, Rohert, \Vallace 
and l\Ialcom, and onp daughter, Esther. The next was James 
Mitchell, wife and four children, all young. And then next 
and last, Hohert Smith and Andrew Rowan, who kept bachelor's 
hall, and also a comer and goer, (and a had1Plor), whose name 
was Thomas James Nimmo,-making a total population of 29. 
David :\Iartin located on the place he is now living on with his 
dal1ghter and }wr hushand, Mr. and 1\1rs. Hector McCoag. The 
old lIJan is now ver'y frail, and not much \vonder, for he was 
horn in 180J. John Cowie is still on hb 01 iginal homestead 
with his son, \Villiam. and is still pretty hear'ty consider'ing 
that he has now åttained the age of near four score years. 
\Vm. Rohson early in 1837 married .:\li5s Jane Valens. They 
gatherèd <-luite a lot of property, but hoth have passpd o\yertbe 
river', leaving the old home in the hands of their' family. The 
Valens family took up first Lot No. 23, and then the south halt 
of 2-1, The north quarter of Lot :x o. 2:J was disposed of to two 
brothers, J ames and Richard Yates, who came in to the settle- 
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ment some time later, and centre 100 acres was anotted to 
Robert, John holding the south quarter of 
3 and south half of 
2!. Robert sold out some years ago to one Angus l\IcKellar 
and went to the county of Bl'uce, not far fl'om Lucknow; John 
still holds the old homestead, with his son, John A.: the old 
man is gettmg pretty frail, but as he is about the age of four 
score, such must be looked for. 
The Yalens family were the first settlers, and it is quite in- 
tel'esting to hear the old man tell of the difficulties they had in 
their first entry into the settlement in getting over the big 
swamp which I have before l'efel'I'ed to. Many a st[\ut heart 
would ha\Te failed, but he braved it through and his early efforts 
have been crowned with success, as his fine home at the present 
time clearly ;:5hows. John was the first settler; the first who 
brought a threshing machine into the settlement. He built the 
fil'st saw mill in the settlenient, and was always among thp. first 
to a;:5sist in furthering anything for the improvement, of the 
settlement, and for which he was honored with the title of 
"Governor. " 
The Pentland family an moved into the settlement in the 
spring of 1837. They were nine in numbet,. The father, mother, 
foul' sons, John, James, Peter and Robert, and three daughters. 
Their location was Lot 24, in Concession 8, and Lot 21, Con- 
cession U, to which was afterwal'd added the north-east quarter 
of Lot 
a, in the 8th Concession. The mother died in the fall 

 1838, the first death in the settlement. She was bul'Ïed in 
the north part of the old burying ground on a part of the farm 
now owned by Thos. McQueen. Her husband was laid beside 
her about fifteen years after, and John the eldest son, was laid 
heside them in 1871. James and his three sisters still live on 
the old homestead. Peter married Miss E. McDonald, and 
moved onto his allotment, the north half of Lot 21, Concession 
S1. He sold out to Andrew Yalens several years ago and is now 
living in the County of Perth. Robert mal'I'ied a .Miss Flf'tcher 
and took the 50 acres of Lot 28 and south part of Lot 21, and 
after several years of success on the farm, he sold a few years 
ago to one David Patterson, and retired on full pay to the 
town of Galt. 1:- atterson still occupies his farm, and Andrew 
Valens is still on the place purchased flOm Peter Pentland. 
The place now occupied by Samuel Gilbert was the first loca- 
tion of the .McDonald family. On account of a neck of thE: big 
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swamp cutting the place in two, the son
, Robert and 'Vall ace, 
purchased the south half of the same lot and of 27, and moved 
southwards, and the first location was sold in lR50 to Samuel 
Gilbert, grandfather of the present Samuel. 'Vallace left the 
settlement about the end af 1008 and moved to Rockton, where 
he still lives and is so Wf:'lI known that no farther noti('e of him 
is I'l:'q uÍl'ed from me. He bas since sold tlw old fa['m to one 
Jared .:\lal'cy, and Rober't havin
 died about four ye
rs ago, 
and their parents many years since, and l\Ialcom having moved 
to the Oounty of Huron, where he still resides, the :\lcDonald 
family has not at lwesent any representative in the old settle- 
ment. The lot that Jas. )Iitchell first located on turned out to 
he not \'ery good, and owing to a change being made in the 
lines of which I notice hereafter, 1\11'. 1\1. took up another' lot 
by the north half of Lot 32, Concession 9, on which the youngest 
son, 'Villiam, is now living, and his mother with him. The 
two men , Robert Smith and A. Rowan, whom I have noticed, 
seemed to think it cold comfort to keep bachelors
 hall, for thev 
pulled up stakes and left for good in or about the year ISas. 
I ha\'e noticed the original settlers in l
aü. How many of 
that 29 al'P still living? The following is the list so far as 
known, \'Ïz.: Da\-id .;Hartin and his daughter, 1\1rs. l\1cEvery ; 
John Cowie and his son, \Villiam ; John Yalens, 1\Irs. E. Pent- 
land, 'Vall ace and Malcolm )IcDonald and their sisters, 
Irs. 
p, Pentland and )Üs. James )litchell, with hpr son, James. 
I will now take up the settlers of later date. The place 
now occupied by Benjamin Dickson was first settled by Thos. 
'Vallace, who was a shoemaker by trade, and owned the small 
place now occupied by ,V m. Robinson, the blacksmith, about 
three miles east of Rockton. 'Vallace sold to Alex. James, 
and James in turn to Dickson. The north part of the lot was 
taken up by Thomas James Nimmo. He sold to John Lapsley, 
and Lapsley to Robert Oook, the present occupant. The place 
now occupied by 'Vm. Cook ,vas first settled bv l\1r. Nimmo. 
He sold to John Gilhert and moved west, as above noted. 
Gilbert sold to Thomas Gr'ay, and he to one \Vm. Renwick, 
who died on the place, and his lepresentatives sold to Mr. 'Vm. 
Cook. Mr. E. Cartwright hought th<> place where he now re- 
sides, and engaged a family named Anderson to clear it 11P 
for him. He afterwards moved on to it himself and remains 
on it still. About 18-17 or 18-1-8, Thomas Cook and John Curran 
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settled on the south part of the same lot. Curran afterwards 
sold out his par't to Cook, and Cook a few year's ago sold out to 
his son \Villiam, whom I have already I.oticed: and \VilIiam 
sold to the present owner, \Villiam Robson. The place now 
occupied hy Robert Tf:'lford was settled by Robert Hunter' in 
18!.} or 'tß. Robert ran a threshing IUllchine for some time, 
and by which he lost his right hand. In this way he 
was so C'l'ippled he could not get on with the farm work very 
wf:'ll, and in 186L) he rented his farm and went to Rockton, 
where he acted as baliff for 17 years, and then moved to Hanl- 
ilton. He has bucceeded in all his undel'takings, but his friends 
son.etimes pass the joke with him that it was a God-send the 
losing of his hand, and had it not heen for that he would have 
been digging away yet on the 9th conceSSIOn. His farm, after 
having heen rented for some terms, fell into the hands of its 
pr'esent owner, Telford. It now includes the lot on which 
James Mitchell first located. The farm now occupied by .Mr. 
Hood was first settled hy Da\'id 'Tallance, who died in 1873. 
His family sold the place. The owner is now ,It. Richar'd 
Cor'nell, who also owns the N. 'Y. quarter of lot 30, in 9th con., 
on which he settled SOUle for,ty years since. 1\11'. Geo. Lennon, 
who now occupies the :!'ro. E. part of the same lot, was the 
first settler thel'eon about the same time as Cornell. The 
south part of the lot was taken up first by one David Alexan- 
der, in or about 1850, and shor,tly afterwards sold to D. Mc- 
Phail, the falher' of the present occupant, John McPhail. The 
farm now occupied by Ed win Gmy was settled in 1838 by his 
father, George Gray, who oftpn was called Earl Gray. He 
named his place Huggerglen. Lot 29 was settled on by R. 
Smith and A. Rowen, whom I have noticed alrpady. In or ahout 
the end of 18-tl the Fletcher family arrived on to it and cleared 
it up rapidly. There wer'e three hrothel's, two sisters and the 
two old folks. All have passed away hut one of the hrothers 
(Robert) and one sister (Mrs. R. Pentland). The farm is still in 
he family name. The next farm west was first settled on hy 
George Tennant, who chopped his first fallow ther'pOll in the 
winter of 18-10, and put up a log house in the spring, and the 
winter' following got married and hegan fanning in earnest. 
He was quite successful. He raiseil a large family and soldJ1is 
place to l\Ir. Jamieson several years ago. The next fanH west 
is the Bickell place. The family moved on to this farm about 
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th
 beginning of ls:-n. Owned by David Bick
lI, his father, 
mother and sister s
ttled on the lot with him. Alter some 
few years David, like many other men, saw fit to marry a wife. 
The sistel' and parents then moved to Dundas, and are dead 
long ago, and David is gone the way of all the earrh, leaving 
behind him his widow, thl'ee sons and two daughters- 'Villiam 
Richard, school teachpl', Clyde; Mrs. Thos. )ÜLaren; Rev. D. 
BicKelJ, of Mount For
st; and GeOl'ge Bickell, on the old 
hom
stead, with his ,vife mother and sister. Next comes the 
Gilbert farm, settled in th
 fall of IRB8 by the three bl'others, 
Samuel, G
orge and Thomas, and thp father and mother. 
They divided the lot into three parts, the long way of the lot 
(north and south). The old folks, Samuel and George are all 
gone. Thomas is in Hamilton with hls son. George's part is 
now owned by a :\11'. \VilIiams; Thomas' part by one John 
C'obuI'n, and Samuel's portion, with what he purchased from 
the 
lcDonalds; is now in possession of his grandchildren. 
The Harbottle farm was first settled on by th(? old man, 
Robert, in or about 18-!-2. He has done well on it and is a 
pretty solid old man yet. Th
 next place west, now occupied 
by Mr. Blair, was first taken up by one George Strachen and 
his hrother-in-law, Thomas Gates, about the same time as 
Harbottle settled on the adjoining lot. Tbe place was first sold 
to 'Vm. Peden, and then again the west part to the Hobson 
family and the east part to Blair. 1 will now go west to lot 18, 
the farm now of John Dickson. It was first sold to one Thos. 
l\lisener over 40 years ago. He sold to Dickson ahout thh,ty 
years since, and moved to Troy, where he died a little over a 
year ago. The next lot wpst, No. 17, was first settled hy two 
brothers, John and 'Vm. Cope, of lwar Copetown. Bush life 
did not suit them, so they sold out. John sold to James 
Clark, and James Clark to his son John, who was killed by the 
Indians in the fat west, The place then got into the possession 
of the prpsent occupants, the Beatty family. 'Villiam Cope's 
part, the 8. i, now forms part of the farms of John Dickson 
and the 
lcAlister estate. 
I think T have now noticed all th
 Valens settlem
llt 
proper. There are some alcng the t
nth concession that p
I'- 
haps I may notice latel'. 
The eady settlers took Uj) their places as laid out by what 
was known as the Miller Spfvey, mad
 about the time of the 
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Valens Settlement, in 183-t. In Sept., lS3û, the late Jarne
 Kir'k- 
patrick, p, L. S" was sent out by the Govel'nment to make a 
survey of the foul' north Concessions. By the survey he then 
made. the concession lines were about û chains and ,(0 links 
south of where they were originally supposed to he, and the 
division lines between the lots were also changed. By these 
changes some lost part of their' clearances; some their build- 
ings ; some got good land in place of 0001' land, and some the 
reverse. By such means the whole fOUl' concessions were thrown 
into confusion. The settlel'
 did not know what to do, many 
not knowin
 where to clear as their boundaries were not known. 
The new survey caused much anxiety and many warm discus- 
sions. Those who had henefited by the new survey, of course, 
thought it a just one, and those who had lost by' it an unjust 
8uI'vey. )1atters remained about the same fOl' about a couple 
of years, during which a report would sometimes come that 
the new lines were to stand, and then another that the :)ld 
lines wel'e to stand. In the meantime the Government had 
appointed three Commissioners to spttle disputes of this kind. 
The Commissioners were the Hon. John 'Vilson, of Salttieet : 
John Chisholm, of East Flamboro', and Le\Vois Burswpll, of 
BI'antford. 
These Commissioners were called on in the spring of 1SHH. 
The,' helò tlwÍl' court in the Chapman hotel. on the Stone 
Road, on the place now owned by l\h-. John Kirkpatrick, ot 
Galt. The hotel stood, I think, in fl'ont of whel'e the hig harn 
now star.ds. After a lengthy investigation thp lines were settled 
where they now stand. By their settlement 01' award, the 
jogs were made in the Concessions as they now appear. As the 
linp between the Sth and 9th Concessions interests us the most 
at present 1 r will notice it onl)?, The old line was followed 
fl'om the west boundary of the town8hips as far east as the line 
hetween Lots 21 and 22; then jogs south 3 chains and 20 links: 
then east again to the line hetween Lots 2û and 27; then jogs 
south again 
 chains and 20 links: and then east, on the new 
survey, to the Flamhoro' line. The division linPR hetween lot
 
were also changed materially, so as to. as far as practicable, 
allow the settlers to remain on or hold their lands as they had 
heen known when first settled on. In the fall of lR:*> the sUr\-ey 
was made as orderpd hy the Commissioners, and as that was 
final, the whole settlenwnt tlll ned out and cut out th
 IWW 
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,'oad where it is now travelled, commencing opposite Lot 
:t 
where it was intersected by the Guelph road, before refened 
to, thence east, chopping a good wide road, 'Vhen they 
came to the jog at the line between lots 2ß and 27 a halt was 
made. The cause of which was this :-Tü follow the jog south 
3 chains and -to links. 
md then go east aga1l1 on the road allow- 
ance, the road would enter the Big Swamp just a little south 
from where 1\11'. Telford's house now stand
, and that there 
would be a stretch of ëtbout one and a half miles to crossway; 
and then again the settlers in Lots 29, 3U, 31 and 32 would re- 
quire to make crossways to get from their clearances to the 
road in front of their lots. To do so at that time wa
 im- 
possible, as there were no funds to do it with. The rlifficnlty 
was soon settled. and in this way :- A bushwhackers' council 
was held there in the hush. The lands westward (except lots 

 and 30) were there represented, and the result or' conclu:::ion 
was that the road should be continued straight on (not follow- 
ing the jog) half way across lot 27 and then strike a bee line to 
where the l\Iiller line crossed the Big ('reek in lot 
); then 
follo,,' the Miller line in to Lot 32; then south-easterly to the 
concession. The new road was run out with pickets, and the 
whole r'oad cut out, hridges built over the Little Creek and Big 
Creek and 'T alens Creek without a halt, and all was done with- 
out any aid in the way of money, but by the work of the 
settlers, free. Allow me to add that the piece of road so laid 
out by the bushwhackers' council was at once made a goorl 
road. and is a good road yet, 
nd its validity has never heen 
questioned, nor is it likely to be. If such a road were to be laid 
out now there would fir'st have to be a petition got up and 
signed, a èeputation to lay it before the municipal Council ; 
then a committee appointed by the Council to inspect It; thl"n 
a report made by the committee, the report adopted, and a 
survey made and a plan and desci iption: then notices to be 
pested up and advertised in the newspapers; thpn a by-law 
c1r'awn up and passed and registered: then the road is to he 
made, advertisements or notices posted up of letting the con- 
tl'act, and the last and not least is who can get the job and 
make the most out of it. Such is the difference between a 
Bushwhackers' Council in 1839 and a l\Iunicipal Council III 1888. 
The half-mile of swamp opposite Lots 33 and 34 was some'years 
after cut out and crossway made on west half, with brush and 
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stone and earth on the east halt. It was used as a win tel' road 
after it was cut out, and whpn it "\voulrl freeze hard enough to 
cal'ry a team, but was not a gpneral route for summel' and 
wintel' until about ten years after the first settlement. I may 
also add that the first opening was done by the settlers, with- 
out any aid in the way of public money. The side road be- 
tween Lots 24 and 2:1, in Hth ConceRRion, was first cut out in 
18J6 , this ,vas also hy gratis work; and in about three years 
after, with aid of public money, was crosswayed and marle fit 
fot'travel. Tlw road on the 9th concession, west of Lot 22, and 
thp side-road lwtwepn Lots 18 and 19, in the 8th concession, 
were opened yeal's later, and when opened the old Guelph road 
was aballdoned. 
The first school was stal'ted in the beginning ot 18J2 in a 
house on the place now oecupiecl by 'Vm. Cook and then be- 
longing to 
lt'. Nimmo. The first teacher was David Buchan. 
His salary was very sma]]. He claimed to be of high blood. 
His intellect was not the best, but he had quite sufficient 
education to teach the children of that time theil' primary les- 
sons. He boarded aroued in the bection at the homes of the 
scholars a week in each place, 01' according to the number of 
scholars. The first school house was huilt the same year. In 
the winter in the fore part of the year a bee was made, the 
settlers turning out pretty well. They went into the bush in 
fl'ont of Lot 26, Cone, 9, (Gilbert's), and there chopped, down 
such timher as suited them. The timber was flattened on two 
sides, such logs to be for the new school house. Another bee 
was made to draw the timhel' to where it was wanted at the 
site for tlw new building. On a vel'y warm day the following 
summer another hee W'1S made to raise the new school house, 
and when it was up it was pronounced a 
o. 1 job, all good 
pine timber and hewn on two sides. It contained as much 
timber as would make half a dozen of thp same size now. I 
think it was 20 x 
ô. A sum of money, amounting to about $60 
or $70, was raispd from some SOHI'ce, -I can't ascertain where,-- 
to he applied tù thp school housf'. This money was given to 
Thomas Gates, a carpenter, who 11Rd to finish the house and 
make it fit for use, He did his job accot'rling to agreement and 
the school was opened thel'cin about the end of the same year 
nnd rlid not require much repair for the next ten ypars. Such 
is a sample of the way school houses were erected and schools 



THE VALEXS LßTTER. 


-19 


opened in them in the early spttlpment of that part of Beverly 
and the commencement of our common school system. \Vhat 
a change from that time until now. I am reminded of the say- 
ing of the old Hielaudman, after the union of Scotland and 
England :- 


" Scotla,nd's turned on England noo, 
='lew laws bring on the Oadger: 
Her name sell wad dirk him for't, 
But oh! she'll fear the sodger." 
The site of the old school house was on the south-east 
corner of Lot 23, Ooncession 9, and i,> the same building which 
has been 1l10veù back a littlp and fitted up for a dwelling for 
'YiIliam Robson. 
A fine new stone school house was erected in or about 1868, 
to take the place of the old one. about a quarter of a mile east 
from the old site. · 
In IH:>t a school s
ction library was established in that 

ection under t be r'ules and regulations of the Oouncil of Pu hlic 
Instruction. The sum of $100 was raised by a tax on the school 
section, by consent of a public meeting of the ratepayers called 
for that purposp, to which was added 7:5 per ('ent. by the Edu- 
cation Depar'tl1lent in TOI'onto. Another 25 per cent. was added 
soon after. A fine sQlection of books was obtained by these 
means alJd a No.1 library started. 'Vallace McDonald, now 
of Roekton, was the leading spir'it therein. He arranged all 
the hooks, numbered them and labelled them. and took charge 
of tile lihr'ary for spveral years. It would he but fair to say 
that he had some valuable assistants, among whom wt'rp 
Gov
>rnor Valens, the late Thomas Fletcher, and David 
Iartin. 
The hooks wer'e exchanged on the evening of ever'y full moon, 
and the regular'ity of attendance and the interest tak.en therein 
was very satistactory to 
ll concerned as the books were all of 
a first-class order and. entert;1ining as well, The libt'ary created 
q nite a thirst for reading- in the rising generation, the effect of 
,vhich was shown in after years in the way of preachers, 
teachers, commercial clerks, etc" etc., which the settlement 
produced. At 
he same time it would be but fair to give a 
good share of this credit to a school teacher who was engaged 
some years after the lihrary was star'ted and continued to 
tpach there for about a dozen years. I refer with pleasure to 
1\11'. A. 'V. Falconer, now of Little's Oorners, near Galt. 
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Among other things of interest in the early settlement was 
the rebellion. )ly informant, who at the time was only 16 
veal'S of age, tells me that he remembers well the first news of 
the rebellion. He f;aid he happened to be at a neighbor"s house 
one nWl'uiug, wh<.>n in carne Governor Valens and Earl Gray, 
and tlw first word was that .:\lcKenzie had besieged Toronto 
and that Hamilton was all in commotion. l\f essrs. Valens and 
Gray being both carpenters, they weJ'e at work for Sir Allan 
)IcNah at his castle at Dundurn when the news came 
to Hamilton. As all work was stopped, Mr. Yalens 
came up to his hom
, and .Mr. Gray carne with him to 
make arragements to mOVe his family from Hamilton 
on to tlw land he had selected for his future home and 
which I have already noticed, 
Iy informant describes the 
story as related by Valens and Gray. How Sir A llan had corne 
up from Toronto to Hamilton with the news and how he ad- 
dl'es
ed a crowd and ("ailed for Y olunteers to go with him to 
Toronto. He got about thirty in a short time, and then Sir 
Allan mounted his fayorit e horse, " Sam Patch," starter! lor the 
f;teamhoatat the foot of JalJJ{'s street, and how proud Sir Allan 
was of his followers. He said to them, .. Boys, I am proud of 
you." Then again he :-aid, .. I won't call you" boys," I will 
call you .. men." 
Jy infor'mant had two brothers who wt>l'e 
Volunteers under' Sir Allan. ''''hen he was at Chippewa, at 
the time the rehels wel'e on 
avy hlq,nd. he tells a good stOlT 
about Sir Allan that I cannot let pass. It is as follows :-After 
the battle of Gallowhill the Reht>ls fled to Buffalo. as thev had 
many sympathizers there, About this time Sir Allan's carriage 
was down Stoney Oreek ,yay onf' evening, when it was stopped 
by some rebels and inspected, but as Sir Allan happened not 
to be in the company, the calTiage was allowed to go home- 
ward. [t was said at tlw time that the intention was to take 
Sir Allan a prisoner. The news, however, sped to headquarters 
at Buffalo that Sil' Allan had he en assassinated. The crit>r had 
got. nicely started on his mission when the UE'WS came that the 
report of Sir _\.lIan's assassination was false. The crier was at 
once notified and requested to stop,-he was a colored Gemmen, 
-but he replipd thus :-" I got $3 to pry out that Sir .Allan is 
dead. and if you will give me $5 I will cry him alive again." 
My informant also relates a song composed at the time on the 
Navy Island affair, tn the tune of " Yankee Doodle":- 
" \Vhen Mackenzie's Rehel Band was heat." &c. 
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In the spring of 18;
H the militia of Beverly was summoned 
to muster at Bahcock's tavel'n, west of Sheffield, for the pur- 
pose of being enrolled. That was the first call out of the kind 
and was called the "11th Regiment, Gore Militia." Andrew T. 
Kil'bJT, of near Bullock's Corner's,was Uolonel. Dr. Jamps Ham- 
ilton was Lieu.-Colonpl, and Benjamin Babington, of Dundas. 
was Adjutant. The Township was diyideò into four companies, 
or quarters, the line between the XI>d and 4th Concessions be- 
ing tlw dh'ision line f['oBl east to west, and the side-I'oad he- 
tween Lots IH :md 1ü heing the di\Tision line from north to 
south. A. X. Vrooman, of near Harl'ishurg, was Captain of 
No.1, or south-west qUaJ'tE'r: a 311'. Rohert HanJlnil, of nE'ar 
Uopetown, was Captain of No.2, or> south-east quarter; Adam 
Ainslie, (latE'r of Galt), was tl1P Captain of No. R, or north-west 
quarter: anà Aal'on Cornell, of Spring Cr'eek. (and a brother 
of my grandfather, J Ohll A.Cornell), was Captain of the north- 
east quarter. or 
o. 4, 
Ahout tht" end of June the same year. one Hunday,Andrew 
.l\IcKnight, a Y01ll1g man about 18, now kncwn as "Captain 
McKnight," came into the settlment and wal'ued every man to 
tm'n out and mnster at Hamilton f(lr service, for the rebels had 
got in the country and taken a stand at the Short I-fills. The 
news caused quite a commotion, Most of the men turned out 
and were supplied with guns and ammunition at Hamilton 
and were marched as far as Smithville, but the report turned 
out to he what we now call a "canard," and the men all got 
home th(> salliE' wel'k to the lOY of all with whom they were 
connected. They were called out again ahout two weeks after, 
taken to Hamilton, kept therE' three days, and the.1 sent home. 
At qJI these tlU'UOUt::; the men went on foot to Ha.nnIton, on 
foot to Smithville, and on foot home again. "Shanks' nag" 
was the most used at that time, I was thinking if such a turn- 
out were made now, pow many fine horsE'R, buggies and 
harness would lw required to cOIwey them to their destination? 
About tlw close of t he yea!' 1 
38 a draft was made from the 
11th Gore, and quite a number WE're drawn from Beverly. 
They were fir'st hilleted in Dundas and drilled there, then they 
were taken away as far west as London. \Vhen they got 
there, things were all quiE't, Hnd the men were returned to 
Dundas, and then sent home after sOllie weeks of service. 
The militia was callpd ont annually in JunE' for several 
years after that to muster at Christie's t
orner's for training. 
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After a few years' training this was droppE'd, and no more was 
heard of soldiering until ':;be Fenian raid in 1866, 
In the ear ly settlement clocks or time-pieces were ratber 
scal'ce, or, if any, liable to be out of order. The main guide as 
to time was the sun when it was a clear day. As the sidelines 
run nearly north and south, the sun was on the line every day 
at 20 minutes to 12 o'clock, noon. and nearly all had a mark 
about the door, where the shadow of the sun should be at noon. 
Such was often the only guide for the 
,U1ld wife to know when 
to ha\'e dinner ready. David Martin was a shepherd in his 
young days and was quite a poet and a general favorite, and 
was widely known, and as many will like to sep some of his 
compositions , through the kindness of :\lrs.l\ICoaghis daughter, 
I have been enabled to give" The Nick on the Door," as also 
" Farewell to l\Iy Native Land." I bplieve hath of these were 
puhlished some years ago, but they are well worth repE'ating:- 


"THE NICK OX THE DOOR." 


In the rough old times and the tough old times, full thirty 
years agone, 
There was not a clock in the settlement, to tell how the time 
went on ; 
But we knew very well when the day began, and WE' knew very 
well when 'twas o'er, 
And our dimler hpll was the gudf' wife's shout, when the sun 
reach'd the nick on the door. 


'Ve had no cash and we were all alike, but we whacked away 
<'I.t the trees, 
And when summer came, oh then we had, such splores at the 
logging bees; 
The affairs of the Church and the affairs of the State we seldom 
did review, 
But we talkE'd and we sang of our "Father1and , " till faix we- 
whilE's got fou'. 
But now we hlether politics, and knowing folks are we, 
And sOllie support and some oppose the present l\linistl'Y- 
And who are bought and who are sold, the whel'efol'e, why and 
how- 
'\Ve know as plain as "A D C', oh what a diffprence now- 
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In the rough old times and the tough old times full thirty 
years agone. 
There was not a Clock in the settlement, to tell how the time 
went on ; 
.Now every house one time-piece has, and some hav
 even 
Inore, 
And the ,. youngsters" laugh at their "mither's" Clock, the 
auld nick on the door. 


" FAREWELL TO 1\1 Y X A TIYE LA
D." 


I left my ain, my native land, the land of hill and glen , 
And sighed farewell and sadly thought I'd never see't again, 
I stood upon the vessel's deck that bore me fast away, 
And sighed, farewell, mv natIve land , hut could not add "for 
aye"- 


But now I'm here these many years, and here I've found a 
hOlne, 
And many ties entwine my heart, which tempt no more to 
romn ; 
And scenes of youth grow like a dream, which o'er the fancy 
play, 
Yet when I sigh, farewell, farewell, [ cannot add" for aye"- 


The cottage where my mother dwelt, is now a roofless heap, 
l\Iy early friends are scattered wide, or in the gm ve do sleep; 
All , all is chang'd save hill and stream, where my young steps 
did stray. 
y et wh
n I sigh, tarewell, farewell, I cannot add" for aye"- 


Is there a man on earth who dwells, 'mid scpnes of childhood 
pa<;t, 
Can take a parting look and say, "It is, it is, my last ;" 
Oh , no, a wish, a secret hope, though reason it gainsay, 
'Vhen he shall sigh, farewell. farewell, will stop the sad "fOI' 
aye. " 
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THE CLYDE LETTER. 


A s in my former letter, I again start from 8heffield, hut 
my readers may ask, f"Vhy always start from Shef- 
field?" Strange, I should have a ['eason. It is a central 
point. It was among the first parts of the township that were 
settled. 1\lore, it is where I was ùorn nearly fifty years ago; 
it is under the green sod in the Sheffield cemetery that lny 
gra')dfatht:'r lies; it is there where my mother sleeps; it is 
there where we laid our only child to rest. The place seems 
sacred. But I draw tht:' veil o\'er the scene and go on with my 
story. 
Starting, we go almost due north from Sheffield. Crossing 
the 7th concession we leave the Ganoch farm to our right, 
now occupied hy A. and R. Garroch. Farther north is thë old 
Keachie farnJ, now occupied hy James and 'Villiam Keachie, 
sons of the late BaIlie Keachie. On the left hand side of the 
oad is the farm taken up by the late 'Vn
. Culham, and oc- 
cupied hy his son, John. Then ('ross the 8th cen. into the 
('lydf' settlement, The land around Clyde is a good deal better 
than that about Kirkwall, and while we freqpentIy meet with 
swamps in that section, they are generally small; indeed we 
do not find any of any size until yon go east on the 9th and 
10th concessions towards the Valens' settlement. The land is 
rolling and a numher of yery good farms can be found all 
through that section. The village itself is like all the rest of 
the villages in the township, small, containing the usual village 
store and blacksmith shop. a small church of the Plymouth 
Brethern denomination,-the most of the people go to Galt to 
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church,-anù there is one thing that is perhaps worthy of nob", 
that although the township is a lal'ge one, there is not a town 
or in('orporated village within its bOl'del':';, nor a railroad l'un- 
ning through the townshiD. There are two railroads, one run- 
ning aCl'oss each end, the old GI eat 'Vestel'n running across 
the south end, and the Credit Vallc'y running acmss the north 
end. Both roads are near the township limits. the one whpre 
it joins upon Ancaster on the south, the other where it joins 
upon Puslinch on the north, It is thought hy SOlne that if a 
railroad was to run through the centre of the township, that it 
would bring it more on a par with the slll'l'oundillg townships, 
and that we could then at least hoast of one maYOI', a worthy 
that does not exist, nor is likely to exist for some time to 
come. but bpin
 surrounded as Beverly is neal the head of the 
lake, and a net-work of railroads k her neighhoring Illunici- 
palIties, all her markets are outside her houndary Enes, with 
Dundas and Hamilton on the east, Galt on the west, Brant- 
ford on the south, and Guelph to the north, with each one hid- 
ding high for the trade of her people, the people of Bevel'Iy 
have nevel' felt that want that very often is felt hy other 
places, and all attempts to get the ratepayers to invest money, 
with no otht:'r advantage than simply to have a railroad run- 
ning through the township, have pro,,-ed a failure. One thing- 
strikes the travpller as he goes through the Clyde settlement. 
as it does through every section in the township-the very few 
of the old settlers that al'e here to tell the story of the hal'd- 
ships of those early years. and how often we had to listen to 
the reply to our questions since we started out upon this mis- 
sion-"'Ye cannot tell you, but if father or mother were alive 
they could tell you all about it." But a few remain, and one 
almost expects them to hegin hy saying. like those of old, "[ 
alone have escaped to tell you," and 
ome of the lines in a 
favorite poem of Abraham Lincon's c..'I,ll1e to my mind when I 
thought of the many old vetp.rans that have gonp. to their rest- 
ing plac.e. The lines were written down hy Ml. Carpenter as 
they fpll from the President's lips: 


"The thoughts Wp are thinking our fathers did think, 
From the death we are shrinking our fathers did shrink; 
To the life we are clinging our fathers did ('line', 
But it speeds from us all like the bird on the wing-. 



.56 


THE PIONEERS OF BEVERLY. 


But I am aroused fl'Om lIlY revPl'ie when I see on my right 
band and on my left, in fl'ont of me and behind me, the great 
legacy that these old men anel women have left behind tbem. 
"Then their enemy, the mighty fort:'st, began to Ia.g, it could 
not stand thE' repeated attacks of this gloriours army, and the 
people of to-day will not he true to the trust reposed in them; 
they wiII not he worthy to bear the names of their su'es and 
carry tht:' conquest that was begun hV these great men on and 
Oil until this great Canada of ours shall have become a mighty 
pE'ople. The command that these fathers have left to their 
childl'en and children's children is the same as \Vellington 
gave at the close of the Battle of \Vaterloo-" P p guards and 
at them ;" and when children yet unborn wiII be proud to hoast 
that they de5cended from those old pioneers we hope that the 
people of to-day wiII so condud themselves tl.1at thesð children 
will not he Hshamed to own the link that connect('d thpm with 
thE'se old people. 
The neighbtwhood of Clyde ,vas first settled in the year 1831 
hy \Villiam Anderson, who, I believe, was the first. My 
informant says, that if a mall deserves to be called a hel'o, that 
lUan was \VillialU Andel'son. There was no oue at th"1t time 
had gone any farther north than the 8th COllcession. Da vid 
l\lulholland. a son of Hugh, of Troy, at that time was on the 
old 
ipes place, now lIccupied by his sou Hugh. Mr. Anderson 
then newly married, and his wife came to Vctvid 
Il1lhoIland's 
with a yoke of oxen, where he left l\lrs. Andpl'son and went 
straight nOJ,th with his OXE'n and axe and some provisions 
through a dense fOl'E'st to the 10th Uonces!.ion on to the farm 
now occupied bv his son 'Vm. Ira. He did not return for' some 
tillie, when people began to su
pect that he might be lost, hut 
not so; lw was battling away with the forest and buileling a 
shanty as a sheltel' from the stormy blasts of wintel', and out 
of the reach of the howling wolves for his new-mad(=> hride, and 
when he had finished he returned and took her to that woody 
home where nothing could he seen hut a sea of trees. 
In talking over the 
cenes and I'ecounting the hardships of 
those ear'ly days, l\Ir. Anderson, in conversation with an inti- 
mate friend not long ago, said, "l\Iy wife spent many lonesome 
days and hours in the hush, where we were trying to hew out 
a home. \Ve were young then; she is over eighty now, but 
she is as heautiful as ever." And to give my readers an idea of 
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some of the diffkulties that had to be met and overcome hy 
those early settl
l':S and the difference between tlwn and now, 
it took 
Ir. Anderson four days to 
o from the f,u'm of 
David 1\1ulholland, on the 8th Concession, to what is now 
known 
s the Anderson homestead, Lot 4, in the 10th Con., 
a distance of two and a half miles throu
h that then pathless 
wilderness, having to cut logs, brush and trees the whole dis- 
taJ)(
e. In the following year, 1832, he got some neighhors, 
when two families moved into the settlement. These were 
Duncan and A.'chihald McKdlar, who settled in the Gore, the 
western part of Puslinch, Mrs. McKellar, widow of Duncan, 
is still living and resides with her son A. H. McKellar, in Galt. 
On \Vedn
sday, the 19th of Septemher" IS88, I started away 
again from my house in sear'ch of information regardin
 the first 
settlement of the north-west pa.'t of Beverly Township. I 
drove over to the residence of Rohert Fergusson, Esq., the 
present Reeve of the Township, whei'e I was met hy 'Vm. Ira 
Anderson, son of the late \Vm. Anderson: A. S. McKellar, of 
Galt; and 1\11'. .McPhatter, the latter being an old man, and 
together they gave me all the information they could :- 
The land on the south side of the road, nearly opposite the 
old Anderson homestead, was taken up from the Crown by the 
late \Vm. Ande:'son in 18l0. The place is 110W occupied by his 
eldest son, 1\11'. Nt'lson Anderson. Then Lot No. :>, on the west 
side of the 10th Concession, was taken up by John Anderson 
about 1833. It is now occupied hy Nathan Palmer. 1\1r. 
Palmer got it some way through the late 'Vm. Robinson, of 
Galt. I helieve that these two gentlemen were brothers-in-law. 
The place now oc('upied by John Young was settled upon first 
by one Nelson Burley, and was sold hy Burley to Thomas 
Young, father of the present owner. Tlw Gihson farm was 
taken up first hy a man named Haggart. The farm no\V occu- 
pied by Donald Gillies was first settled by his father, Duncan 
Gillies. The farm 1JOW occupied by Charles Tilk was first 
settled by Andrew Turnbull. It afterwards fell into the hands 
of Hobert Turnbull, who sold t.o Tilk. The farm now owned by 
the \Vi
ht familv was settled on first by one "Tinters who sold 
to one Haggart. After his death it was sold to Angus Fer- 
guson and so got into the hands of the \Vight family. The 
farm now occupied by Alex. Conkey W'1S first settled hy John 
Scott about 1833. The farm now occupied by john Jamieson 
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was fi1'st settled by Hugh :\lcColl, better knùwn to the older 
settlers as the ., Governor." He sold it to D. .McPherson, Esq., 
the present Reeve of South Dmnfries, who in turn sold it in 
18-:-1 by public auction to John Jamieson. The farm now 
owned by John Oliver on the Clyde Road, and just west of 
whe1'e Robert Fergusson now lives, was taken up by Duncan 
1\IcUoll, better known as " black Dune.." and sold to Mr. Oliver, 
the pI'e"ent owner. 
I enclose a letter which I received from )11'. John Allen, son 
of the late Da\'id Allen. John lives on Lot (i, north half, in the- 
Rth Concession. The farm was first taker. up by Charles )lc- 
Carty, who sold it to Alex. Harvie, and so fell into the hands 
of the Allen family. There are four of this family, and the 
mother, who is living in Galt with her two daughter", John on 
the Old Harvie farm, and David Allen. who resIdes in Michigan, 
U. S. The following is his letter :- 


BEYEHLY, Sept. l-l. 


JOHN A. LOR
ELL, 
SIR,-As Yùu wanted me to get some information for you 
regar'ding the early settlers, I have examined some of the old 
deeds, and I find that the north h
lf of Lot No. 3 , 8th Con., 
was taken up hy Jacoh 
ipe
 in 1812. He sold it to Jacob ::\Ic- 
Carty about two years after. Jacoh l\IcCarty sold to 'Villiam 
Oliver, in the year 18:
-t-, whose son Robert is now liYing on the 
place. Lot!, wherp '''illiam Bond lives, \vas taken up hy one 
.l\Iichael Hess, who sold it to Jacob 
urkholder in l\Iarch, 1808. 
Bm'kholder sold it to my uncle, Alex. Allan, in 1837. Alex. 
Allan was a mason by trade. He collected the taxes in Beverly 
sometime between the years 18aii and 1813. On this lot is the 
graveyard I was telling you about. There have been 2G or 28 
buried there, although there are only four headstones. An- 
son :i\IcCarthy's is the oldest interment on record, he having 
been buried there in 1813. Jonas Ripes died :May 3th, 1823. 
Jacob Sipes died 12th of Oct. 1823. On his head-stone is cut :- 
"In perfect health and strength from this world did go and 
leave my friends in sorrow, grief and woe." I was told that he 
died at'Lamb's hotel. Joses 'Vinter died June -1, 1838, aged 03. 
On his head-stone is cut: 
"Stop, traveller, a.s you pass by, 
As you are now , so once was I. 
As i am now, vou soon must he, 
Prepare for dp.ath and follow me." 
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He was at Hamilton preparing for the celebration ot the coro- 
nation of the Queen. He fell out of his buggy on the way 
home and broke his neck. The last that was buried there was 
Mrs. Gouch, about fift)
 years ago. I understand that it was 
'V. Gl'ulllmpt who cut the stones. He lived out near where Dr. 
Smith now lives. The north part of Lot 5 was squatted on by 
'Villiam P
u'ks and his wife. Thpy hail nineteen children. 
Parks sold his right to Barney Mooney, and my father bought 
Mooney out. so that he UllIst have come in here ahout the same 
time my nncle did. 'Villiam and Gilles McBain settled on 
Lots Nos. 11, in the 
)th and 10th Concessions, (which they 
bought from Aikman, who received thew by gIant) in the year 
18:{..t, The latter remained upon his farm until his death in De- 
cemhel',18S0. 'Villiam sold to Humphrey and moved to l\Iich- 
igan with his family, where he died a short time since. 


Among the early settlers was John l\IcPherson , who settled 
on Lot No. 10, in the 10th Concession 1 in or about the year -, 
Hel'e he li,'ed until his death in 1879, His sons, Dan. and Alex., 
are upon the old homesteail. After the ileath of Gillies l\lc- 
Bain , Lot No. 11, in the 10th Con., was purchased by Alex. 
Conkey, who sold it in 1883 to S. l\IcLaren, the present owner. 
In the year 18B-to John :;\leBain came to Bevel'ly and purchased 
the north quarter of Lot No. 11, in the 9th Concession, from 
his hrother. Gillies. His widow still owns the farm and is 
among the few early settlers who are still alive. On Lots Nos. 
10 and 8, in the 9th Concession, D. .McColl settled. He sold 
Lot No. 10 to l\IcDonald Bro!'., and built a saw mm upon Lot 
No. 8 , hut failed to make the lumber trade pmfitahle. A Teu- 
ton, by the name of Jonas Smith, settled on Lot No.9, in the 
10th Concession, about 1835 or '36. He sold to John Cameron, 
and the farm l,assed into the hands of John Kirkpatrick, who 
sold it to Alex. McBain, who in turn sold to 'Val tel' Scott, the 
present owner, and moved to :;\Iichigan. A German settled on 
Lot No.8 and sold the south half to D. Cameron. At his death 
it was divided between his sons, who risked one-half the farm 
in a law suit to win the other half, and lost all. Ira Vanmeter 
settled on Lot No.7, in the 10th Concession, owned by H. 
l\Iiller. Vanmeter hought the farm, and aftenvards sold it to 
John Jamieson, who sold it to Jas. Roseburgh, who in turn 
sold it to 'V. H. Taylor, the present owner. On Lot No. 12, in 
the 10th Concession, 
imon Fraser settled in or ahout 1837, and 
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about the same time the McLean family located on Lots 
os. 
13 and H. The son, John, .. Captain," with his son, Donald, 
still occupy No. H, and Lot 1
 has passed into the hands of the 
Cameron family. A fa,rnily by the name of Eagle settled on 
Lot No. ]2, in the 9th Concession, and afterwar'ds sold out to 
AIE>x. .MeDonalè., who still owns it, hut has retired, and his son, 
John F., works the farm. A family named Johnston settled 
on Lot No. 15. in the 10th Concession, which is still in the 
family. A man named. Truman settled on Lot No. Hi, and was 
followed by T. Riddle; he by Oeo. EllIot; he by R. Gihson; 
he by Jac. Archer; he by \Vm Cook, now owner. Lachlan 
McBain settled on Lot No. 13, in the nth Concession, and aftel'- 
wards sold the n..nth halt to one PetE>r lUcRae, who livE>d upon 
it until about ]8ßt. His son. James, and his rlaughter, Bella, 
are living in Galt. Two of the sons are in ('alifOl'nia. The 
'Vight family 
ettled upon Lot No. l-l, in the 11th Concession. 
It was afterwards divided between James and John 'Yight, the 
latter taking the south half. on which he stillli\Tes, and James 
taking the north half, which he sold to Chas. Zimmerman in 
1887, ând after living a yem in Galt, movE>d to California. 
Lot No. 13, north half, was given to A. Decker, as com- 
pensation for land flooded by a milldam, near Crooks 
Hollow. .ì\Ir, D. btill lives upon the farm, with his son 
Silas. 1\11'. Adam Thompson settled on the north haJf 
of Lot No. 16, in the 9[h Concession. \V. Hohson 
bought the !'outh halt of it a short time since. His family are 
still on the farm. Three daughters of A. Thompson have the 
nOl,th fifty acres divided among- them. 
Ir. Denholm settled on 
Lot No. 17, north quart
r, in the 9th Concession. He died, and 
his son, James, liverl upon it until his death. His widow mar- 
ried one D. Sturgis. who liverl upon the farlll until ]884. Lot 
No. 17, in the 10th Concession, was settIl'rl by one Stewart. At 
his death the farm was divid{>d between his sons, John anrl 
Alex. Alex.'s son, \ViIliam, now lives upon the north half, 
and John still lives on his fathel"s homestead in sillgle-ble
sed- 
ness. The farm east of Stewart's was sHtled by another family 
of the same name, one of whom married. Geo. Tennant, of 
Valens' Sett lemen t, the others have moved to different parts. 
School was first kept in a house on the 'Vight estate, Lot 
No.3, 9th Concf>ssion. School was then kept in a log ho,use on 
John Anderson's farm, west of Clyde. By some mischance 
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the school hOllse was bur'ned and school was kept in a room of 
John l\IcBain's house until a new building was put up on Mc- 
Pherson's farm, in which the youth weI'e taught until the 
present house was huilt some thirty-eight or forty years ago. 
D. Martin, a hrother of DonaJd Martin, formerly of Kirkwall
 
now of Galt, was the s
cond teacher. I do not know what 
salary he received, but he hoarded about the section, staying 
longeiit where the food suited him best. .:\Ialcolll Mcintyre 
was the first teacher; he was followed by Duncan l\Iartin, 
who was succeeded by 'Vm. l\Iclntyre-a famous teacher in 
those days. I believe he was the fil'st tpacher in the present 
school house. 
The three l\1cBain families moved to Uanada from New 
York State-where they had lived for a few years--with two 
ox teams, and the wives, John's and Gillies', \Vm. heing a 
bachelor. They stayed with Donald. Fraser, of Korth Dum- 
fries, until the nIile houses of the pioneers were built. The trip 
fl'om the centre of 
ew York to BeVf
rly must have heen inter- 
esting. \" hat w(1uld settlers in new countries say to such a 
trip now? 
Mr. Alex. :\IcDonald saw some profit in supplying the enrly 
settlers with dry goods, so set out with a store on his back or 
arm, and 
o acquil'ed the cognomen of " peddler." 
\Vm. l\IcPlwrson, son of Jno. l\IcPherson, who settled on 
Lot 10, in the 10th Concession, opelled a store in a part of his 
father's house, where he carried on trade for a few years, and 
whel'e the Clyde P. O. was first opened. He aftenvards huilt 
the store in Clyde and carried on husiness in it fOt, some time. 
Aftel' some changes, .A. R. McNichol commeneed husiness, and 
did a very successful trade. He sold to E. 1\L Sipprell, who did 
a good husiness for over twO years, when he sold out the stock 
to .1no. Latimer, of 
eaforth, who l'emoved to Pril'e\'ille after 
a short sojourn in ('lytie, For a few months .J, D. l\I ulholland 
kept the store, when the stock and property wPl'e pl1n
hased 
by E. l\1cNichol, who still continues to cater to the wants of 
the public very satisfactor'ily. 
Lot 1, in the !ìth con., north pal't, the farm now ()("cupied 
by .TanH's Cunningham, was settled first hy John 
rcKenzie, 
brothel' of the late Simon l\IcKenzie, who lived on the Gore in 
the 6th concession. I have not got the date of tht> !-'ettlement 
of the Cunningham farlll, but it was early. The Gore was a 
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strip of land running through the township from north to 
south all the way from Puslinch to Ancaster. That part of it 
that lies between the 6th concession and PU'3linch to the north 
was taken up from the Crown on the 15th of April, 1803, by one 
John ClerlJent, from the Township of 
iagara, but was nevel' 
settled until the McKenzie family settled on it. The land is 
occupied now between the 6th and 7th conceF'sions by Donald 
)IcKenzie, son of the late Simon 
lcKenzie, and John Shearer 
upon the Donald l\IcKenzie homestead; between the 7th and 
Hth concessions by John Kirkpatrick and Henry Bond: he- 
tWl'en the 8th and 9th by the family of the late Petcr )lc( oIl. 
Between the 9th and 10th concessions the land is occupied by 
a man by the name of \Villiamson. I could not learn anything 
mOl'e of his history than that he takes a pl'ominent part in all 
public matters. 
\Ve now retrace our steps to the south part of till' 9th 
concession. where we find a family that has taken a very 
Pl'ominent pa.'t in all of the puhlic questions which ha\-e agita- 
ted the township for the last few years. [refer to .Archibald 
and Robert Fergusson. Both of these men have occupied seats 
in the Be\'erly Council at different times, both have held the 
position of Reeve, and Robert is Reeve at the present time. 
They are the sons of the late John Fergusson They have a 
brother, \Villiam , who resides in the township of Blenheim, 
and his two sisters, 
lrs. Roùert Young, and 1\1rs. Angu::; Mc- 
Kellar, hoth of Beverly. I will here just give the names of 
one or two of the early neighbors of the Fergusson family, 
along with a short description of the old Fergusson homestead: 
Lot 
o. 10, in the 8th concession, was taken up and settled 
by Henry Sipes about the year lS:

, who remained on the 
place till his death a few years ago. His wife and family still 
occupy the place. As the reaper and binder was not heard of 
in those daYH, .Mr. .sipes supplied their needs far and nea.' 
with a vel'y superior make of cradles, 
Lot No.9, in the 8th concession, was taken up and settled 
on by Andrew \Vhitsell about the year lS3.t.. He remained on 
up to his death. His wife died a few years afterwards. T
(-' 
place then became the property of his son, Johnston, who sold 
it to Rohert Fergusson, the present owner. Andrew \Vhitsell 
claims to have foug-ht at the hattle of Lundy Lane and Queen- 
.,ton Hei
hts, and in those early days he acted in the capacity 
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of auctioneer, legal adviser. veterinary surgeon, doctor, den- 
tist , tree grafter, and various other things. 'Vhether his 
diploma would answer for the pmsent day or not, I cannot 
say, in those days his decision was final. 
Lot No.9, in the 9th concession, was taken up in 1792 by 
one Talbot Reid and purchased from him by Andrew 'Vhitsell 
and afterwards sold to John Fergusson. Archibald Fergusson 
is the present owner. 
Lot No.8, in the 9th concession, was taken up and settled 
by one 
IcCarty about the year 1827. Aftf'rwards it was sold 
to 
Ir. Hackney and then purchased by John Fergusson in the 
year 1836. In addition to farming operations. which were on a 
comparath"ely liinited scale, Mr. Fergusson carried on quite a 
hrisk blacksmithing business, his forge being often the centre 
of quite a lively group. There being no other blacksmith 
nearer than Galt. most of the work for many miles around 
reached him. The echoes of the old anvil are among the 
things of the past except when required for repairs about the 
farm. John Fel'gusson passed over to the majority in 1873, the 
old homestead being occupied by his son, Robert. "Archie," as 
he is generally called. lives just to the north of the old honlf'- 
stead. 
There is another family in the northern part of the Town- 
ship, who came In early. I refer to the McDonald family. 
They are a large family and highly respectf'd in the community. 
I could not get the histor
T of this family when I was going 
through the Clyde section. so I wrote Alex. McDonald, Esq., of 
Galt, and asked him to give me their early history, and as I 
can not improve on his letter, I will just give it here in full :--- 


MR. J. A. ()OR
ELL, 
DEAR SIR,-Your card to hand and will endeavor to give 
our history as near as possible. Thomas McDonald and family 
t:'migratf'd from the Parish ot Alvie, Inverness-shire, Scotland, 
to the County of Gler.garry, Oanada, in 18-13. After remaining 
there one year, we all moved west to the Township of Heverly 
and settled on the farm now owned by me, Lot 12, Con. g, 
\V hich I had purchased from John Oameron, better known as 
"Blinkeye." My fathm and brothers remained on my lot for 
a few years , I engaged myself at peddling and drove between 
)lontreal and 'Voodstock, calling on my customers twice a 


GALT, Sept. 22nd, 188H. 
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year, hence came the name" Peddler l\IcDonald." For ten 
years 1 followed peddling, when I settled on my own lot. In 
the meantime my brothers had bought from Duncan McColl, 
Lot 10, in the 9th Con., where they at this time lived, and 
where my father and mother died some years after. Duncan, 
my brother, then bought the south half of Lot 1
, on the same 
Con., from Geo. Elliott, wher'e he resilles at the present time, 
his wife dving a year ago. A few years after my brother, 
Thomas, bought the uOI'th half of Lot 8 from Miss :\lar'y Priest 
-this propprty was better known as the old Saw l\1ill property, 
Duncan .McColl having a mill on this property many year's ago 
-he still resides on this farm with his two young childr'pn, his 
wife dying years ago. This leaves my three brothers, George, 
Donald and .John, with one sister, Janet, living on their old 
homestead, where they reside yet. Lot 10, in the Uth Cone. On 
my farm, Lot 12, I Iivpd trom the period I quit peddHng until I 
moved to Galt, seven years ago, my son, .John F., living on it 
now. \Vhen we settled in Beverly, the Clyde settlement was 
quite a Highland Colony, all different Clans being well repre- 
sented by such families as the McColls, Mcinnes, 
IcKenzies, 
Duncgn Gillis, Dune. and Arch. McKellar, and the McPhersons, 
1\le Bains, Camerons, Me Raes, .i\IcLeans, and 
imon Fr'aser, and 
all ever ready to give a stranger a good Highland welcome, and 
all have passed away with the exception of 
Irs. .McKellar, .l\Irs. 
McBain and .Mrs. Gillis. I must congratulate you on your 
lettel's, they are well arranged and ,'ery interesting to all lovers 
of old BevC'l'ly. 


Sincerely yours, 
ALEX. l\ICDO
ALD. 
Old re
idellt.s of the northern part of Beverly will recollect 
that early in the "-1-0s .John Anderson was well known as an ex- 
pel't in thl' thn'shing line. One day in '-13 1\11'. James \Vight, 
ha\'iug seeun'd his :"ervices, sent the following in\'Ïtation in 
rhyme to \Ym. Johnston, a neighuor, to come over and help:- 
" 
ir, if it your pleasm'e be, 
('orne, or send one unto rue, 
For Andt'rson will be this dny, 
And nought but sickness can him stay. 
And Lhen to-lHorrow in the ::;1l11, 
I lis d1-tily ClIlll':5e lwgins to rnn ; 
HI' will pnracle before your hall, 
'V ith men and horse just at your call ; 
And I with him if it'::; expedient, 
I-I am, sir, your most obedient, 
Jx:\rEs 'VIOHT." 
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Living with Johnston and empl()yed as a chopper, was 
ThoI->. E. Elliott, who had parned considel'ahle fameas a rhymer. 
In a spirit of hadinagp he once picked up a sheet of paper and 
wrote the following impromptu:- 
" DEAR SIR-Your note has come to band 
Anà I've tried sail' to understand, 
'Vhat is your motive or your meaning 
By this far-sought. mysterious rhyming. 
You are sublime above description, 
Your ideas soar beyond conception: 
'Vhat you may want I ask again, 
So come yourself or WI ite more plain." 
One of the quartette of rhymsters, who will herp be name- 
less, conceived a somewhat violent affection for one of the 
lJcll(',<; of the district, but his wooing did not prosper. The fair 
damsel kept him at arlll's length. and tbe urgency of his suit 
and his demonstrations of affection causeò no little comment 
among the neighbors. Elliott was cognizant of thE' state of 
affairs, and assuming the place of the ardent swain, addressed 
her in the following lines :- 
" Ye muse sublime, send forth your aid. 
Assist nH:' to indite; 
An arduous passion in my breast. 
Now urges me to write. 
oro one that 1 in secret love, 
Thro' falsehood, pride and shame. 
Denies the suit tho' in my breast, 
Love burns an E'ndless flame." 
Even this al'dent avowal did not, it seems. bring ahout thE' 
consummation devoutly to be wished. 
Perhaps a few of the old resiòents will remember Elliott's 
pointed descdption of a family in that section and theÏl' resi- 
dence. There is quaintnes
 and humor ahout the whole piece. 
hut it is rather lpngthy and a couple of verses will suffice :_ 


" Às years and nges onwaI'd chasE', 
TI'adition's memClI'y ba('k may tl'aee. 
There stood a hOllse on comic plact:'. 
In a' it" point,;. 
I n it therp li\'ecl a wondrous l'aep. 
\\ï' douhle joint,... 
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It was an auld log an' shingled biggin', 
The noon-day sun blinked thl'o' the riggin', 
'Twas fitted best for swine to live in, 
Or hatehin' fleas; 
01' garter snakes to dance a jig in, 
In sumnlel' days." 
Elliott's talent for versification was perhaps hettt>r shown 
in several more aspiring- pieces. which have appeared in print. 
.. I was weel and wad he hetter" has the ring and pathos of 
true poetI'y about it, and is of recognized merit. "As the 
mantle of n'ght in the morning was gone;" "Scotland I love 
thee tho' fal', far away, are also worthy of mention. 
Sandy l\Ionison! How tlw name awakens old time recol- 
lections! Many n readel' of this papel' will cause his memory 
to fly back to his school days in the 'lOs, when this yersatile, 
well-informed. but elTatic son of the muse, wielded the birch in 
the" old log cahin," used as a school house. l\Iorrison had un- 
douhted talt>nt and he formed one of the cotene who delighted 
to \Vile away the e\Tening hOUl'S by talking about their favorite 
poets. Xot unfrequently did they recite verses of their own 
composition, and thcrl:' ale those still living, who as hoys, re- 
mem her listening with something like awe to the conversations 
of these men, who to them wel'e heings of another world 
almost, I will not attpulpt at present to give any of Morrison's 
more pl'etentious pieces. hut he too \Vas considerable of a wag. 
A bl'other school teaelwl' had fallen desparatply in love with a 
faÏl' danlspl on the nth Concession, and had made but little pl'O- 
gTt'RS in his suit. :\Iol'l'ison recited his woes in a poem, whIch 
('om men('ed as fellows: 


.. 'Tis the fall of the year and the trees al'e pr'pparing 
To throw off their \Tel'dul'e which once was so green; 
I am dull, I confess, but hy lln means despairing, 
Tho' fickle and false is the heal't of my Jean." 
Tlw name of Sandy Dalglwsh also comes in hel'e to make 
up till' uld-time party, whose names were household words in 
the northern part of the Township, but I ha\-e no means of 
phcinJ;; any of his verses on record. Perhaps some one better 
aC(IUainted with him would be able to supply the hlank. 
" ell, I take to the roaù again, I have had my dinner, feel 
IllUch hettel', always do after dinner', so I take leave of my 
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frif:'nds, _\nden;oll, .McPhatter> and l\IcKellar, thank :\Irs. Fer- 
guson for her kindnes
, and accompanied bv the Reeve, go 
west on the 9th C'once
sioll, across the Clyde side-road on the 
e8st side of Lot ß. This lot was first taken up hy James Elliott, 
and is occupied hy his son at the present time. I believe hi!:; 
wife is still living. J now 
o west on the 9th Concession, to 
Lot 5, now occupied hv 'Villiam Riddle. This farm was settled 
first in IR3-t by one :\lcNabh, who lh'ed upon it until 18H8, when 
he sold out to 'Vm, Riddle, sr., father of the pr'esent occupant. 
His widow is stilllidng upon the farm. Farther Wf:'
t to Lot 
1, which was fir'st settled by James Clouting, but after his 
decease it fell into the hands of his son, Joseph Clouting, now 
of Galt, Lot 
 was taken up hy one "Tinters, who sold it to 
the late James Clouting about the year 1840. .J oseph Clouting 
also owns this farm. Both of these places are now occupied by 
D. 
lcDermott. Farther west to Lot 2. This place was first 
taken up hy Nelson l\IcCar>ty. hut is now ownf:'d by Charles 

lcKilligan, who settled on the farm in 18:31. and as 1\h. :\Ic- 
Killigan is one of thp ver'y few eady settlers whom we meet in 
going through the Township, I feel like giving him more than 
a pas
illg notice. He is one of the oldest elders in Knox 
Church, Galt, having been ordained to that office in the year 
18.tj, when the latf:' Dr'. B;tyne had char
e of the congr>egation. 
.Mr. :\JeKilligan think
 that he and James Cowan, Esq., of Galt, 
are the two oldest pldel'
 in the church to which he hplongs. 
He gave me lUany ineidpnt
 whieh took place in thp early days 
of Bl'verly, relating the gr'eat change that fifty ypars have 
hrought about: also about two young Hlen getting drownpd in 
a pond on the farm no\\! oceupied hy Georgf:' G, Kic-hol, son of 
the late 1\Ial,tin Xichol. Onr informant says that one Jamieson 
Ih'ed on thi
 placf:' fOJ' se\'l'ral years. On the north end of the 
Sth Concession. nearly opposite 1\11'. l\IcKilIigan's on the nth 
Concf:'ssion, )h. 
I OJ'ris Shellard lh'es. He is a very old and 
resnected re
ident. )Ir. :\Iol'I'is Shellard canw in and 
ettled 
on the farm hf' now li\'es en in the year 188
, He came from 
England in the year lS:
(), and eight years aftel wards moved on 
to his prespnt farm. His SOil, l\1orr'is, is on the old htHnestead. 
with his fathel'. Hi
 son, Thomas. on a farm neal' by. .Mr. 
Sht-'llal'rl pur'cha
pd both of these farms fl'om the 
IC( .0Il family. 
\Vhen he took np thf:' farm it was all bush, aud fOl' some tin}t-' 
he had to can}' all his prm'i,..ions upon his bacK from r:alt to 
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his little woody home in Beverly, and the old gentleman tells 
us that many a time he would be chased by the wolves that 
were so numerous in those early days of our now happy and 
quiet homes. 1\1r. Shellard was married in 18;.33, fifty-three 
years ago, and they are the only couple living for many miles 
around among the old settlers, for the few old settler's whom 
we find li\'ing, we find them finishing their journey alone. .Mr. 
and 1\Irs. Shellard are exceptions to this rule. They started 
together in the fr'eshness of their youth to make a home for 
thernsel yes in the forest over fiftJY year's ago, and to-day, side 
by side, they are approaching the banks of the river. In 1837 
Mr. Rhellard had some business which brought him to Galt. 
That was during the time of the Rebellion. He says that nearly 
every man who lived in Galt at that time was on .Main street 
bridge, and they would not let him go across as they took him 
for a spy. They told him that the Rehels had taken Paris and 
that Paris was all burned to the ground, which turned out to 
be only a rUlIlor. The south half of Lot 1, in the nth Uonces- 
sion, was fir'st taken up by one Hobson, who sold out to one 
James Henderson after making a littJe clearing in IH87 or 1S:
, 
and a few years ago Henderson sold out to John Caldwell, of 
the Galt Nm'sery. 
I turn my horse which has so faithfully carried me over all 
the ground to hunt up the early history of this, my native 
Township. I almost think I should leave her name to poster- 
ity. She has been my pr'incipal companion. But, oh! what a 
difference between us! She, to her eighteen or twenty years, 
and then oblivion; I, to my three score years and ten, and then 
eternity. Yes, every man has got a history, and what is the 
last act or where is the last ('hapter, or where will it end, or is 
it Jike sound never ceasing to exist;; hut once when it starts 
out keeps going on and on, \'ihl'ating through the air. 'Vill 
some one take it up fifty years hence where 1 have left off, and 
give the next genbration the history of our Township, dur'ing 
the next half centnr'y:' But [ arouse fr'om my "en>rie, I am 
tired. I pull up again on the Rth Concession, at the house of 
2\11'. Alfred l\Iain. Tlw Ree\Te is still with me. ] wondered if 
he did not think that he had got into a cash job; bllt [ came 
nut ahead, for J neVf'r asked him fOJ' his charge". that lwiilg 
the only way to get something for 1I0thing that [ knew o
. 
Tlw farm which AJf"t'r] 
hiÏn now (ìwn
 and or'cupif'
 wa
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taken up by his father, Adam l\Iain, I did nnt get the date of 
his settlement, but it was early, in fact among the first in the 
neighbod100d. He had two other sons besides Alfred, John 
and David , besides a number of daughters. John lives some- 
wllf're north of Guelph, and John near Bheffield. I think that 
David l\Iain, son of Adam Main, was the first settler on the 
farm at Clyde, the lot where the stor'e is on, and now occupied 
by 1\11'. Brice. I now go a little farther south to the next farm 
now owned and occupied by John Scott. This lot was taken 
up and settled ahout the same time as Adam Main 's by George 
\Veaver, brother of the late Peter "reaver, whom I mentioned 
in a former letter'. \Veaver sold to the late Samuel ('ongo, 
and he in turn sold to Archibald 
cott, father of the present 
owner. The farm now owned and occupied by Nelson Uulham 
was taken up in 1824 by the late Samuel l\Ial'kle, who lived for 
the first year in the house along with David l\Iulholland, son 
of Hugh, of Troy, whom I also mentioned in some former let- 
ters, until :\Iarkle could get a place cleared for a house. And 
here we can see the aets of kindness which those early settlers 
showed to each other, without which it would have been al- 
most impossible for then, to have got along. The farm after- 
wards fell into the hands of Alexander Markle, son of Samuel 
l\Iarkle , from whom :Kelson Culham purchased. There was 
. another son and a daughter-the late Adam Markle, of the 
Township of 'Vaterloo, and l\Irs. Henry Sipes of Beverly. 
Alexander and Mrs. Sipes are still living. It was upon thif': 
farm that the first school house was built in that section It 
was built upon the north-east corner of the farm, and the late 
J ames Hill, who owned the farm on the Markle farm. was the 
first teacher that I can learn of. A new stone school house 
was afterwards built a little far'ther p-orth on Alfr'ed Main's 
place. The present teacher is a lady, Miss Beemish, of near 
London, On t. 
I now turn to the east along the old Galt Road which I 
described in my Kirkwallletter and pass the farm now owned 
by Samuel Sipes. l\Iany years ago it was occupied by Mr. 
Hume, father of Gavin Hmue, of Galt. I do not know whether 
he was the fir'st settler or not, but if not he was early. Farther 
on, where Robert Cleland now resides, a rnan by the name ot 
Burbanks lived and was an early settler. The road here takes 
a turn to the south, when yon pass on the west side of the road 
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the old homestead where Enoch Cornell settled. It now be- 
longs to the family of the late Hugh Harvie. On the left hand 
side of the load is the old Harvie homestead, occupied hy 
Andrew Harvie, and it would be only just to this gentleman, 
Andr ew Harvie, to say that he has done more than any other 
Ulan we know of to impro\ge t he breed of horses in thIS section 
of country. He has imported no less than fh"e Clydesdale 
horses from Scotland, besides one he lost upon the ocean, and 
aruong horsemen his is a honsehold name. and wiU be re- 
memher'ed after he is dead. On a lIttle farther south to t :e 
place which George Smie occupies, a man by the name of Ship- 
man was one of the early settlers. J. Shipman, of Sheffield, is 
one of his sons. A little farther south, on the east side of the 
road, I come to the end of my journey in the Clyde Settlement 
to the far'm now occupied by Samuel GrullImet. The place 
was settled about forty years ago hy his father, J olm Grummet, 
whom I spoke of in my Sheffield letter. [now pass thp- Shef- 
field Cemetery, take a glance at the last resting-place of manv 
of our forefathers, and go home to get some rest. 


. 
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TilE COPETO'VN LETTER. 


I N taking up the Copetown letter I find that it will he neces, 
sary to divide it into three sections. Copetown proper, Ork- 
ney, and Lyudeu, taking pach section or settlement by itself, 
and in ddving over this section in search of information lãpon 
this almost lost subject, I find that it is not an exception to 
the other parts of the Township, for I think sometimes that it 
is like hunting up the dying to hear about the dead, and only 
for the commendahle efforts that are bein
 made in every part 
of the Township to bring to the front every possible link tha t 
connects the past with the present, my task would he more 
difficult than it is, 't knowledge which, if not obtained very 
soon, must go into oblivion, for here as in other places the ship 
is nearly loaded; and the man has got his hand on the bell- 
rope to give the last call; they are sp['eading her sails: every 
banner and pennant is flying, and they are awaiting the com- 
mand of the Captain to cut her away from her moorin
s. They 
have not he en partial to nationalities, although her principal 
emblems are the Thistle, the Rose, and the Shamrock. She is 
a Royal )-acht. her passengers a['e heroes and he['oines, and I 
almost fancy that I too would like to be on her deck to traverse 
with her the fathomless deep. Bilt at all events I want to see 
her passen
ers; I wÍ!;;h to get their photographs; I want to put 
them into the big album, the public press, so that the people 
who shall live in BeveI'ly one hund['ed years from now shall 
not only know by what ship th
y sailed in, but shaH know 
what they did before thpy started upon that ]on
 and unknown 
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journpy: and although as the time rolls on for' fifty or a hun- 
dred years, each decade loaded with its mighty changes, that 
although within its borders may be many towns and cities, I 
wish the people who shall thpn inhabit those futur'e towns and 
cities not only to know that in the distant past the place was a 
howling wilderness, hut that it held the labors of those old 
pioneers in just estimation, and was proud to have it known 
that we were their descendants. Another thing that we are fre- 
quently reminùf'd of in going through the township is the great 
difference between the people of those former times and the 
people of to-day: their hahits: their mode of living; their 
mode of tram:portation: the advantages the people of to-day 
have over those of their' for'efatherE'. 'Vhen you study the his- 
tory of our township back for fifty 01' eighty years, can we 
wonder at these old men with theil' knowing looks, saying:- 
.. Young man, do not drive so fast!" And while we admit that 
for the people of to-day the old way of living is too tedious and 
irksome, and people lh-e faster, move faster, think faster than 
in former times, that onr old men were wilting to work for the 
bread they ate and the cnp of milk which they (hank when 
weary, that the young }[}en have made servants of iron "tnd fire 
and water and have converted them into curious combinations 
to do the work that was done in those early days by human 
hands; yet these old me.l hm,-e spt us a grand example and by 
that taught us tbat improvement was the order of lifp, progr'ess 
the law of society, and the old men and the young men of our 
township should work shoulder to shoulder, and while tDe 
young men art-' dr'agging the car the old men can guide and 
control it. .é\cting in this wav, Haverly will one day become a 
gr:md spoke in that mighty wheel which will make this be- 
loved Canada of ours a great and flourishing country. 
Hut I arrive at Lynden. and start in search of parties who 
could give me information by calling at the house of myoid 
friend Robert Thompson, who has long been a resident of that 
part of the township. for the purpose of gptting other names 
besides his own to whom I might apply for information re- 
garding the early histor}T of that part of the township. 'Vhen 
.:\Ir-. Thom pson gave me the names of the very few who were 
still living, who could be of any benefit to me, some ,,'erses 
which I committed to lllem
r'Y when a boy came to my m
nd. 
They arE" these, and were taken from Moore's poems: 
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" 'Yhen I remembf'r all 
The friends so link'd together, 
I've seen around me fall, 
Like leave,> in wint'ry weather: 
I feel like one 
'Vho tl'f'ads alone, 
Some banquet hall deserted; 
'Vhose lights are fled, 
'Vhose garland's dead, 
And all hu t me departed. 


Thus in the stilly night 
Er'e slumber":; chain had bound me, 
Sad memory brings tbe light 
Of other days around me." 


The village of Lynden is something like the town of Paris, 
a couple of stations abm,'e it. Both are un what is known as 
the Governor's Road, and whf'n the old Gr'eat 'Vestern Railway 
was built, it did not go to either of these places, so they went 
to the raih'oad, but by far the largest business pOl,tion of the 
'TUlage is that part near the railway. 
In the year 17\)3 'Ym. Cope, his wife, five sons and aged 
mother settled in Be\Terly on Lots 31, B2 and
, Cone. 1. Ten 
years previous to this (1783) they left their' home in New York 
State, near thp Cats
ill.Mountains. They were U. Eo Loyalists, 
and after' the war undertook the then perilous journey froIll 
Xew York State to 'Vestern Canada. Carrying thf:'ir honse- 
hold goods with them, they tra\."elled lllany weary miles. The 
first ten years weI'e spent at Fort Niagara. Then they mO\Ted 
inland and purposed taking up land where the city of Hamilton 
now stands, hut were dl'Íven farther inland by the mosquitoes 
and rattle-snakes, and finally settled in Beverly in the spring 
of 1795. They Wf:'r'e among the first settlers in this part of the 
country, which was then a dense wilder ness, and there com- 
menced thf' long and hard struggles of pioneer life. Their first 
occupation was to build themselves a cabin, their' only imple- 
ments being an augur and an axe; for roofing they used hass 
wood bark. Then they clearerl a small space and planted corn. 
The nearest store was Niagara, so they could not get e\Tf:'n a 
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yard of cotton or a handkerchief without going fifty miles for 
it. On one occasion a member of the family brought home a 
magnificent calico dress for his eldest daughter, whi
:l cost a 
dollar a yard, and which was the envy of neighboring belles 
and was loaned far and near for such o('casions as camp-meet- 
ings and weddings. The old geùtleman and his youngest son, 
Jacob, s
ttled on the north half of Lot 31, the farm now 
owned hy ,Mrs. Robert Echlin. The eldest son, 'Villiarn, went 
to Long Point; the second son, Helll'Y, settled on Lot 32, a part 
of which is still owned by a descendant of his, :\lr. Nelson Cope; 
Thomas settled on the south fifties of Lots ;.31 and :32, one of his 
sons, !\II'. David Cope, of St. George, is still living at the age of 
SO. Mr. Boughner' is the present owner' of the farm. Conradt 
took up Lot 33: he sold the south fifty to .Mr. Herly and the 
north fifty to 
Ir. Allen. It is now owned by 
Ir. F. 'V. 
Cornell. Conradt Cope outlived all his sons: two of his daugh- 
ters survived him, one is still living in l\Iichigan. Ther'e are 
none living bearing the nanw, but the family is still represented 
in Bever'ly by his two granddaughters. ::\Ir
. Robert Inksetter, 
who was born and still lives on the old homestead, her husband 
having bought it from the heirs. He has sin('e added to it the 
south fifty acres and enough mor'e to màke a farm of over three 
hundl'ed acres. 1\Irs. Sol. Field , the other granddaughter, lives 
in Copetown. Much could be written of their early str'uggles, 
of their fight to protect their stock fr'om wolves and hears. 
One of their worst difficulties was in getting their corn ground 
into flour. To overcome this, a mortar and pestlf' were made of 
hard wood, and here of an evening the neighbors would gather 
and pound their corn into flour. Their clothing W'tS made of 
flax, spun and \-voven into coar'se linen, They brought apple 
seeds with thenJ, and there ar'f:' still standing venerable trees, 
mementoe'! of the old settlers. 
The CopP. family were remarkably hardy, as will he seen 
from the fact that each of the five sons lived to be over 80 , and 
one. Conradt, reached Hi years, and after his hard struggles 
his latter years we!'e spent in peace, surrounded hy his grand- 
children and great-grandchildren. 
But as I intend to notice the village of Lynden at some 
future time, I leave it for the present, go south to the Gover- 
nor's Road or township line between Beverly and Ancaster, 
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and turn to my left towards Copetown, another village some 
five miles east of Lynden. After I had turned on the Gover- 
nor's road, I met an old man, and thinking that I might get 
some information from him, he replied that he did not live in 
Beverly. 
Down the Governor's road towarrts the town of Dundas, 
with Ancaster on the one side and Beverly upon the other 1 you 
see as fine a section of country as any person could ,,,ish to 
see. To contrast it with the north part (It Be,-erly, which I 
ha,-e described in some of my former lettprs, would bp almost 
out of place. Howe,-er, as I am not engaged as an assessor, 
but to write up the early history of the township, 1 go on with 
my wOI'k by calling upon James Bishop, John Bennp-tt. Henry 
Bugner, and 1\11'. and 1\Irs. Inksetter, as well a
 1\11'. Henr'y 
Howard, near Lynden, and while I have been unahle to trace 
up thus far the history of our township heyond 1800 and ]810, 
with the exception of one man to 1800,-the man, Peck, and 
readers will recollect that 1 said that there was nothing known 
of him, only by the small clearing which he made just south of 
Sheffield, which bore his name. In the Copetown section we 
are unahle to go much further back, away in the 1700's, 
and find the descendants of those very early pioneers still IÍ\T- 
ing in the section, beside a few who came in early in 1 ROO. 
In five years more-yes, in 18f1-t-I will have lived one hun- 
dred years in Beverly; and what a panorama I have got on 
exhibition! Rpader, sit down beside me; watch the canvas as 
it revolves; look at the pictures; mark the contrast! 
In the year nu-t- a very few families living in one cor- 
ner-they would hardly be missed from where they came,- 
in l
SS the people al'e numbered by the thousands! In 179-t we 
see that little band going all the way to Niagara to gl'!t to a 
store-in 18SS surrouhded by towns and cities, where millions 
of doUars of ,vealth are spre'ld over a very few acres of land. 
That is the old stage co!tch 
tnck in the mud,-that is the 
whistling engine and the rattling car as she goes flying along 
and has made distance a thing of the past. That is the noble 
horse carrying his rider through the hush,-we do not need 
him any more, we send 0111' news now with lightning speed. 
See that man in the HaUs of Legislation, he has come to be 
one of the Councillors of the Nation; he is a Beverly boy. In 
looking at that picture we sometimes think it a pity that his- 
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poor old mother, who worked so hal'd to provIde for and edu- 
cate him, could not have IÏ\-ed to hear him make his first 
speech. But my time is up. the curtain falls, and no matter 
how hard I try to get ahead, I find myself still in the Cope- 
town s{'ction. I for'got to say in my last letter that the greater 
pOl,tioll of the infOl'lllation given in mv last letter, dating from 
)larch 1st, lS8-1:, was obtained from Henry Bugner, and that he 
is now about 80 years of age. I now go to John Bennett, Esq" 
another old resident of that section, to get the balance of my 
Copetown sketch. 1h. Bennett has occupied many prominent 
positions in the township tor' many vears. There was another 
party I called upon in that section. I refer to AII' James 
Bishop. After j{iving the balance of the Copetown letter, I 
willappendaletterfroml\1r.R,l\I.Cope. l\Ir. C. isason of David 
Cope, of St. George, and wiI] he remembered by many of our 
readers 
The south part of the first Concession of the Township of 
Beverly, from Lot 1-1: to Lot 29 :-Lot 1-1: was settled by Daniel 
Blasdell about the year lR27 or lR
R. and is now owned by- 
'Yhittillgton. Lot I.') was settled by Tho:,. Smith in ]S22 or ]823, 
and is now owned by Thomas Dvment, Lot Jü was settled by 
Isaac Blasdell. He must have settled there very early in the 
present century, for' in 1818 tbere was an orchard of bearing 
apple trees on the place. It is now owned, "a part by his son, 
Isaac, a part hy Samuel Dl'aper, and a part hy Peter 'V eaveI'. 
(Since the ahove was \vritten J was told by James Bishop, 
grandson of .Mr. Blasdell, that his mother told him that Blas- 
dell settled on Lot 16 in ]8on or 1801.) Lot 17, the west half 
was settled by James Bishop in ]Ri1
 and is still owned by him. 
The east h'tlf was settled by James Lo"-egrove in ]883 and is 
now owned by ,Yo Carter. Lot 18 was settled by Thomas 
Taylor and J allIes Long in lR:
j and is now owned by Chp
r1es 
Rung and George Howard. Lot W was settled by John "Teaver 
in ]82.') and is now owned by J Ollll Boyle, except ten acres off the 
south-east COl'ner, owned bv Henry Kitchen of Ancaster, and one 
acre off the south-west corner' owned by Oliver'Veaver. Lot 20 
was settled hy Robert Ham mill in the year ]8W and is now owned 
by David Patterson, of Dundas. and occupied by 'Vanup. Lot 
2] was settled by Joshua Uopp in ]HJü, who cleared a few acres, 
and while raising a house there came up a wind and rain-storm, 
and while he was running to some trees to get shelter from the 



THE COPETO"T:\" LETTER. 


77 


storm, a tree fell on him and killed him. His hrother, John, 
then took the place and occupied it for many years, and it is 
now owned hy John Bennett. Lot 2:! was settled hy a man by 
the name of Guthr'ie in 1833 or IH3ü and is now owned by 
'Villiam Dyment. Lot 2:-3 must have been settled very early in 
the century. In 1821 it had an ol'Chard of apple trees which 1 
think must have been of at least of fifteen years' growth and 
was owned by Jacob and Joseph Darby, and is now owned by 
l\Ir. Dyment. Lot 24 was s(Ottled by David Shannon, jr., about 
181& 01' ISlU, and is now owned by .l\Ir-. Dyment. Lot 2,,), I do 
not know who settled on it first. 
tephen Xisbet lived on it in 
182] and it had then the appearan('e of an old settled place. 
Nisbet sold to Adam Thompson, the present owner. Lot 26 
was settled by "
illiam Kelly about the year lR:i2 or lR:j:-$ and is 
HOW owned by the widow of the late John Elliot. 
Lot 11, in the 2nd con. near Troy, which is the farm that is 
known as the Able farm. That farm was settled by .Matthew 
Bennett in the year lRW, and sold to Able late in the year of 
IBlï. Bennett was to remain till the spring of 1818, 'Vedg-e 
sold to the .l\liseners at the same time, both with the intention 
cf going to Ohio. \Vhile Bennett was on the pl<lce in 1817, an 
incident happened perhaps WOl th recording. One day the 
family were away from home, except Mrs. Bennett and two 
little buys, aged -! and ü. The little boys were outside the field 
that enclosed the house; whilp there they heard a noise, and 
looking up they saw one of their hogs coming- toward them 
and a hear in pursuit of the hog. Thp little hoys, half fright- 
ened out of their wits, ran to the hOllse to their mother, the 
oldest boy giving his mother to understand that there was 
something after the hog. She did not go far before she saw 
the bear, with his paws on the hog, biting the poor beast. She 
took up a dry limb that lay un thp ground and struck it across 
a beech trpe, which made a sharp noise and frightened the 
hear away, and the poor hog's life wa
 savpd, hut it badly in- 
jured. Ther'e - was another incident which took place befOl'e 
Bennett left the neighborhood, which happpned in the spring 
of IHIS. Able carne to !he place hptOl'e Bennett 'vas ready to 
go out, and \\-edge mo\-ed away two or three months hefore 
the :\lisener's came: 
o Bennett ga\-e np the hOll
e to Ahlp and 
moved into the house that 'V edge had vacated, till he got 
rea(l
. to go away. .., hile ther'p two of t-Jennett'
 gir'l
, ag'f'Cl 
] 1 alHll:.t Wl'nt to the (reek in front of thp h()n
p to l'Il'illl fj",h 
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that had been caught. 'Vhile there a sturgeon came swim- 
ming up the creek and stoppp.d near the edge of the water. 
where the water was so shallow that It seemed to rest upon the 
rock. The girls being frightened at the monster, ran to the 
house screaming, and said there was some big animal down in 
the creek. Theil' brother, Thomas, a stout lad of 16, took his 
spear and ran down to the creek and speared the monster aad 
hl'ought it to the house, and there it floundered about bravely 
for a short time. 
The following is Mr. Cope's letter: 


AXTELL, NEB., Nov. 2Uh, lðSS. 
DEAR SJR,-From the tenor of your note requesting my 
early recollections of the township of Beverly, it would seem 
you infer thai 1 am a Beverlonian. Such is not the fapt. )Iy 
father moved f,'om Oopetown co Dmnfries and settled on a 
farm near St. George, in what year I am unable to say. Never- 
thl'less, it was there that on the 23th of Novemher, IS2n, I fi,'st 
saw the light. but although not bor'n in Bevel'ly, I was reared 
within sight of her towering pines and had more f,'iends and 
relatives within her borders than in Dl1mfries. I have always 
heen highly pleased with 1\11'. OUI'nell's letters to the papers 
previous to the series he has recently contrihutf'd on the Town- 
ship of Beverly, and if I can be of any assistance to him in hi!' 
laudable enteJ'pl'iEe, I am ha}Jpy. Although not personally 
acquainted with hÌlu, I knew nis grandfather and have fre- 
(Iupntly heen in his church and heard him tell his hearers tlw 
way they should go. So far as the Copes of Uopetown go, I 
probably know less about them than Mr. Cornell, [ceJ'tainly 
know mor'e of tlwil' eal'ly history since reading his letters than 
hefore. 
I was much pleased at !\II'. Holcomb's descri!ltion of that 
queer old pedagogue, Solomon P. Thayer. He was my th,,.;t 
teacher, and the hom;p in which he taught was a log building. 
perhaps fifteen feet square, with a fire place that would hold at 
least half a cord of wood. and was used not only as a school 
room hut as a kitehen, dining room and sleeping I'oom also, 
He was what now-a-days would he called a cI'ank. Sonletime
 
he would get off his hase altogether. At such times he would 
adjourn the schoo
, and meander about the country talking to 
himself, a
 harmless as a goose and with just ahout as muph 
8en8(>. On one of tlWSf' occasions he came to our house and 
aid 
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to mother, .. The Lord commanded me to come and tell you to 
fry me three eggs." Ot course an order from such high author- 
ity was promptly attended to. And yet withal he was in many 
respects a good teacher, and numbers of young men who after- 
ward became quite f1:unous, <..'ame long distances to attend his 
school; filllOn{{ them were E. B. \Vood, late chief justice of 
Manitoba 
 Donald McLean, late revenue collector of Guelph; 
Dr. Picton, Brown and others, 
As I ant nuw speaking of teachers, I cannot stop until I say 
something about anothee. ""hen :Mr. Holcomb, sr., was pre- 
paring to mo"e to Canada, Mrs. Holcomb, accompanied by her 
son , preceded him, stopping for a time with Ambrose Clemens, 
a relative. [cannot tell what year it was, but 1\11'. Holcomb , jr., 
.. Johnnie" he was then called, will k.now when I tell him that 
whenever anyhody inquil'ed hb age, the inevitahle reply was 
.. fr'ee years old last auger." The school house was just acr'oss 
the road and the district sadly in need f)f a teacher. 1\lrs. Hol- 
comb was persuaded tu teach the school, and let me 'say right 
here that for' all the educatiop I ha,'e which has ever been of 
any practical use to me, I am indebted to 1\1rs. Holcomb. 
Cobb's Spelling Book, Daybolrs Arithmetic, and Kirkham's 
Grammar,-ccme to think of it. perhaps 1 had better omit the 
Grammar. She had the most executive ahility of any person 
r e,'er saw, Ulan or woman. If a boy six feet high transgressed 
the rules, she would talk to him so that in five minutes he 
would feel like sinking thr'ongh a hole in the floor and pulling 
the hole in after him. After they moved on to the farm called 
the" Squire Murray place," the people again ur'ged her to con- 
tinue to teach the .. young idea how to shoot." A large room 
which had heen used as a summer kitchen was fitted up and 
she taught there one or two terUls. And this reminds me of an- 
othpr man, and a Beverly man, too, that ought to revere the 
memury of :\11'8. Holcomh when she taught our school. A boy 
named Alhert 
Ulith, whose father lived on the farm now 
owned by James Sager, attended. He was a cripple and walked 
on cr'utches. After they lllO"ed to the farm the distance was 
too great, and he could n()t go. Almost everybody in that sectioll 
knew that 1\11'. Holcomh always kept a good many horses and 
many know that he sometim
s tr'aded horses also, and 
Mrs. H. felt so much interested in the crippled boy that she 
pr('vailed upon her hushand to loan him a pony, so he might 
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1 ide to school, which he did for the entire snmmer. He is still 
living in Beverly, near Troy, if I am not mistaken. I sincerely 
hope l\lr. Cornell may sncceed in getting out his book and reap 
as rich a reward pecuniarily as I know he will from the grati- 
tude of his fellow-townsmen. 
Always yours, 


R. 1\1. COPE. 


I submitted a number of questions to David Cope, Esq., of 
St. George, and the following is the suhstance of his reply to 
my questions: 
l\lr. Cope's 
randfather and family moved from a place 
called Fishkill or Oatskill i:1 
ew York State, near the Hudson 
River. They were e. E. Loyali:;ts, hut did not come to Cana- 
da till the time had expired for their claiming land. His 
gl>andfather and uncle both belonged to the British AT my. 
They settled just where qopetown is situated now, about 17
)-1 
or 17H3, and trom this family the place took its name, His 
grandfather's name was 'Villiam, and he lived till he was'9-1 
years of age. He was a German and had four sons. Henry 
lived till he was 83, and Conrad till he was H7; Thomas, the 
father of D. Cope, moved west and died in Caradock, aged 9-1; 
,Jacoh moved to Beverly Gore and died in his 82nd year. The 
other sons of Thomas, hesides David, in St. George, are 'Vil- 
liam who went to Michigan and died there; Christopher is in 
Chicago; Henry is in Ingersoll. Their> mother's llame was 
Fanny Cnlp, who died at the age of ü2 or 
:
 years. There was 
also living in l\lichigan two sons and one daughter of Jacob. 
The first Postmaster's name was )lilne. Do not know what 
the price of land was at that time. Through Copetown the 
roads were very fair, the rest of Be\'erly had corduroy road. 
TllP Governor's Road got its name from Governor Maitland, 
who came through there and went flom Dundas to London. 
The name Copetown was misleadin
, as 
tl'LLnger::; u::;ed to ask 
)Ir. Cope when he was a boy whel'e Copetown was and were 
sUll)l'ised to learn that'they were "right in the city." They 
edden tly looked for a town. \Vest of Copeto\\' n there lh-ed a 
man named Dadd Shannon, who nsed to 3ay that he was one 
of Butler's Rangers. He had fonr son!-:. To the east of where 
hb father li\'ed. there re
ided a man naUlpd Gahriel COI'nell, 
who had nine son
. That fantily are all dead now. To the 
(':14, and .in...t on the edgp of _\nC':I,-t('f', tlH'l'p was a gTi
t mill, 
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built by Jacub Darby :somewhel'e abuut 18]601' 1817. This was 
afterward:::; pUl'chased by a firm named Dressl'r & Munson, who 
turnpd it into a carding mill, few canling '" oul. Immediately 
below that there was a saw mill, owned by John Aikman. 
That was near what is called the Sulphur SpI'ilJgs no\\', and 
'which was supposed to be the 1lI0:.t romantic spot in Ca,nada. 
To the north-west of tlIP mill, about half a wile, there lived 
Ebenezel' Goodhill and Reuben DI'ake. The h,tter' weHt west 
aftürwal'lls. This was on the Ancaster side of the GovernOl""" 
Road. Olose to the same place there lived a man named Mc- 
Kit)", who was gl'eat-gr'andfather to Jas. and 'Vm. \
anatter. 
of St. Georgp. Furthel' we:::.t there lived Peter' Templer, one ot 
the best farmer's in that pal'l. His son marr.ied a daughter of 
Gabr'iel Oornell. Thos. 'Vaugh lived next to Templer. He 
had three son:;, who were all farming in the neighbOl'hood. 
'Vaugh was l'elated to J. R. 'Yaugh and Henry Howell, of St. 
Geurge. Pete;' Bawtinhimer lived a ]jttle to the south. Jus. 
Kitchen's piélee was a little to the south of the station. Tyse 
and Hem')' Crysler also re",ided in that neigh horhood, aJ
o 
John Bawtinhimel'. North of Copetown there lived .Andr'ew 
Jones and R. Vansickle. and a little to the east John Van"ickle 
father of R. Yansickle, with another son. On the township 
road, wÌ1er'e thpy cut through to go to \Yatet'1oo, there \Va", alJ 
old German, a blacksmith. He was about tbe onlv settler on 
that -road at that time. Two miles to the north-\V
st of lope- 
town was wbat b now called Thompson's Uorner':5. Jepthey 
Skinner, and two or three other families, of Griffiths, lived 
therf' at th
t time. Enos Griffith was the first man 
to go to get them to settle in Dumfl'ies, and his hr'other' 
followed him a few years afterwar'ds. .:\11'. Cope remembers, 
when a boy, going- with a number of othprs from Thompson's 
Oorner to DUll1fl'ies, just north of St. GeOl'ge, for hucklpbel'l'Ïe::". 
and on that r'oaJ tbel'e was not a single settlel'. \V nlves \vprc 
plentiful at that time and they used to disturb the settlers at 
night 
y the noise they made. 
There was no meetin
 place then and people u:-;pd to gather 
in the houses, and whilf' one of those services was just beg-Ill 
ning one evemng, the preacher' looked out of the window and 
saw a wildcat coming neal' the hou:::;e. A gun was pro(,Ul'ed aud 
the animal shot. 
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Soon after the \Val' three 01' foul' tribes of Indians settled 
near Copetown, at what \Vas called the" Four Corners." They 
were not pal t.icular what they took or who it belonged to. 
The fir>st school house was built about a mile south of An- 
caster, but [ can't gÎ\'e the date. Geor
e Neal first taught 
there. Ther e was also a tannery in Copetown at that tirne, 
kept by John Cline. 
'Vhen I settled in Copetown, i\larch 1st, 1884, the village 
was small. There was a tannery and a shoemaker> shop, owned 
by Jasper G. Dresser; a blacksmith shop I bou
ht from Geor'ge 
Dr'ake, b
ginniug business fOl' 1l}y
elf: a log ta,-ern, kept by 
Hem'y Clinton; and a .Methodist Chun'h on the Ancaster side 
of the Go,'cr'nor'::; Hoaò. Hobert Courson 01' Eldpr Ryan , as 
near as I can ascertain. was the first preacher>: and a hewêd 
log sebool house, on the Be\Tel'ly side, taught by one Hume, 1 
think. In 183-1 1 hought a lot on the Be,'erly side and built a 
wagon shop in connection with the blacksmith shop, where I 
cOl1tinued to do bu
iness until [ sold to the Railroad ('0. in 
1838. movil1g IllY shop a few rods west on to 50 acr'es of land I 
bought from .Tohn :\IcKenzieand Oscar Howell -,n the Aneaster 
side, Moving onto the farm I now live on, and selling out to 
Ahr'am Horning, that dosed my residelH.t> on .the Aucaster' 
side. \Vhen the Railroad Co. conlmenced grading the rvad, 
Ja
pe.' G. Dr'l'sser' huilt a store alJd started a grocer'y. Thr'ough 
his influenee àUÒ aim we succeeded in gettiu
 a post office, he 
hei/lg lhe fir'st lJostmaster. until he left, A few years after'- 
w:lr'ds the office was llIoverl a quarter' of a mile fUl,ther west, 
011 the Beyer'ly side, and kept by other parties. Soon after- 
wards it was mo"ed on to the AncRstf'r side, and is now kept 
hy Geol'ge \V, Howell. who is doing a large business in a grocery 
and dr-y gnorls store. The village now extends to the raih'oad 
station, ahout a mile west of where it was when I eamc to 
Copetuwn. Thcre have been a great many chan
es sinpe I 
callH' IWl'e, the ulder ont'S and those of mv own age-now in my 
ROth yeal'-are near'l y all gone , most of thelll have died here, 
till' I'c:"t lJloving away. There are hut fUUl'lidu" on the Be\'erly 
side, GeOl'ge Jones and ,,,ife. l\Irs. Jacob Cope , and :Mr. John 
Yausiekle, \Yhen [ came to Uopetown this eorner of Bevel'ly 
was sett1erl by the Uopes, Van sickles and Uornells; now there 
is hut one family hy the name of Cope left, Nelson, wife, and 
.three child
'en. and his mother, and but one family of Van- 
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sickles, Robert. hi:> family, and hi:; wother, Francis Cornell and 
hb family, the only Co I'll ell f..Huily. There is a hrick 
Ieth()dist 
church huilt opposite the railroad station, on the AncastcI' side 
and a fine hrÌf'k parsonage on the Ben>rly sidt'o :\1 I'. Forman. 
tht:' resident Pl'ear-her, oecnpies the house now. 
Commpnciug at Lot 
o. ao, 1st Conc , to Lot 1\"0. :!3, the lot 
was first owned by one Corwine, at that time HYing in the 
Township of Stamford. He sold the south ;;0 acres to \Villiam 
Clinton. Clinton sold centl'e 100 aCl'es to Rinear Vansickle, 
Corwine sold 1Iol'th 30 aCI'es to l\Iartin \Y ood; \Vood to Bruce: 
BI'uce to Oatman, the present ownel', south 30 aCI'es Clinton to 
James Fields; Fields to Thomas Kpnnerly, sr. At his death he 
willed it to his son, Thomas, the pI'esent owner. On this lot 
O. & 
. Phelps huilt a stpam ",HoW mill near the l'ailroad station. 
doing a large Im!'ine!'s for' a few years. tllPn moving the 
machinel'Y to Bal'rit' anf1 stal'ting a mill there. At Rinear Van- 
sickle's death his son, Jacob. came in possession of the lot.. He 
sold to \Vm. Smith: Smith to Richard Biggs; Biggs to Chas. 
Echlin, the pI'espnt ownt'r of Lot :!f). Gilbert C. Fields, bl'., was 
the first settlpr fl'om Xiagiua Distl'ict. He sold the north ,'j0 
acres to Petel' \\ ood. Ht' huilt a steam saw mill on the lot, 
doing a large busines::; for a numhel' of years. Timhf'r 
ettillg 
scarce, he pulled do\\ n the mill and rented the place to Thomas 
Misener, the present occupant. The south 150 acres at his 
death came in pos:-'ession of hi;:; son. Solomon, who still owns it, 
with the exct:ption of tlw rig-ht-of-way to railroad company and 
some in ,,
ilIage lots. Lot :!8 was fil'st spUled by on
 Shannon. 
At his dpath his SOl'. Joh!), camp ill posseRsion. He sold to 
James'" 'I'ooks : ('I'ooks to David Camp: also the south end to 
John Elliot, sr., who Imilt a watpl' sa

 mill on the end of the lot. 
He bought the eentle 3{) acres fl'OIll Camp, The reH ot the 
north half was sold to Peter \V ood. ,V ood sold to Shal'p, till' 
present owner, 'Vood iR now livillg in Brantford. The south 
end was sold to .J()seph Bowman. wl10 I'e-modeleà tlw,mill into 
steam mill, thinking- it was nüher too slow and old-looking for 
him, wl1Pre he did an extensive business for a number of 
years and !'till runs the mill every spring, sawing cnstom logs 
and what he can huy hmlsplf. There is a shinglp madune in 
connection with the mill, Lot 27, 1:;t Conc., was granted to 
Joseph Darhy. r>arhy sold to .fapeth Skinner in 1822; Skin- 
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ner the south half to Jamf's Kitchen in 1828; Kitchen to Henry 
Head, who remained on it until his death in 18ï2-forty-four 
years. At his death his son, Thomas. came in possession and 
is the present o('cnpant. 


...- 
-- 
" .- 
-- -- 
.. - -.. 
--.. 
-- -- 


 
, 
t.e. 
 . 
 
" éI 



: 

 
 
 
 76\ m !

i


 _ 

 
 
 

.. 
.
 - 
 ". '.. 

;'

'i\d 
 
I .. 
:n' 
.o..L.....
 T:IXIYYI:rrrI:"
 
 


THE ORI\:XEY LETTER. 


A s the readers of the Pionef'rs of l:j
verly will recollect 
in introducing the Copetown letter, I told them that I 
would divide the letter into three sections, Copetown 
propel', Orkney and Lynden. 
In taking up the Orkne
T letter I intend to extend my des- 
criptive history east of the township line between Beverly 
and 'Vest Flamboro', and take in what is known as the "Chris- 
tie Church," and in doing so I may have to trespass a little 
across our boundary line in order to reach some pal'ties who 
took a prominent part along with our own citizens in erecting 
that place of worship, and here, as in other places in the town- 
ship, we sef' that although many of the people of that day had 
left the scenes of their )Tonth and had gone many miles over 
land and sea; that although they had left the parf'ntal roof 
and all the restraining influences of home, to hunt a home in 
the wild west, they never forg-ot that nwther's DraVf'r nOl' that 
father's blessing. and a1 a very early day thf'rp were phces 
erected where these early settlers eould go from their log 
cabins through the bush and wOl'ship the God of their fathf'rs, 
and I am only sorry that in our noble Queen's I'eply to the 
African Chief, when she showed him a copy of the Bible and 
told him that was the secret of Britain's greatness. that she 
did not add that one of the fÌl'st acts of my subjects away in 
the wild-woods of Beverly was to erect the standard by which 
nations stand, for when we study the rise and fall of nations 
we always find where a nation has fallen, their gods went 
with them; and I would like to leave this impression on the 
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mind" of the people of to-day. to use these old people as an ex- 
ample and try and leave the world bettf'r than we find it. But 
1 am always digressing and getting away from my subject and 
seenl to for'get that it is the Riston- of Be\Terly which I am 
writing. 
.. Orkney," or .. Thomp50n ' =.,; COl'lwr':,,;," as it is better known, 
is situated about three and a half miles a little north-east of 
Lynden and about three miles- north-west of Copetown, and it 
might probably be called the .. Garden of the Township," for in 
my travels through it I have not, all things consUered , seen a 
finér' section. The land is a little lighter than in many other' 
par'ts of the township, but it has got strength t-'lJOugh for' pro- 
duction and is more easily tilled. The place \Va:s settled about 
the Same time that Copetown \Va:,,;. 17U.], The first sf'ttler that. 
I can get any knowledge of was Je}Jeth Skinner, and he ::;ettled 
on lot 
ü, in 2nd Con. \Vhen he came in lIP had a yoke of uxen, 
a ver'y rar'e thing to be seen at the pre:,,;ent time, still it is re- 
fr'eshmg to sit alHllisten to these ('ld Illen go over the history 
of tho:,,;e early days, when scar'cely any other kind of a tealll was 
ever seen, hut iike the old stage-coach. they have had thpir' day, 
and whilp the:,,;e old men, in going over that period of their' life 
say that they were happy, Time , that great rf'vealer of 
what lies before each man and woman in a life-time, has 
brought a change. and although it might ha\-e been so slow as 
to he imperceptible. we finò n
r'y who would like to go baek 
and live O\-er those primitive days. 1\11'. Skinner had three or 
fflur children at the time he came to this section. The names 
of his sons were Benjamin, Enos, Jepeth and .John. Jepeth 
was alive a short time since and resided in l\Iiehigan, V. S. 
John Darby married a granddangl1tpr of the old man, Skinner, 
and daughter of Enos Skmner, and 
h. Darby resides upon the 
old Skinner' homestead at the pn
sent time. 
Lot 27 John Thompson owns and occupies. Lot. 23, 2nd 
Concession, was tir'st settled in I7!):> or 'fIG hy Eleazer Griffith, 
I helieve that he was related in some way to the Skinners. 
Both families came fr'om the Eastern States and were G. E. 
Lo}?alists. Griffith had five sons, Eleazer, Enos, Done, Isaac 
and Lazarus. Done sold a par.t of thfl old homestead in 1810 to 
Isaac L. Howell and Howell in turn sold to Htephen Neshitt in 
1H
O. Ne..hitt lived there for' about ten years and then sold to 
Adam Thomson in lS30 or thereahout. The whole Griffith 
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family, with the exception of Isaac. sold out and moved just 
north of St, George, in 
outh Dumfries, Isaac remained on 
the north part of thf' old homestead a g-reat many year!;:, when 
hp soli!. ont to onf' \Vm. Shannon and movf'd just Wt'st of St. 
Geor'gt' on thf' old Kitc'hen farm, whel'e he dit'd. The Camp 
family settled in this nf'ig-hoorhood, but WNe alrt'ady men- 
tionf'd in the Lynden lettt'r. The north part of Lot 21 was 
settled in the year 18lû hy Hf'nry 'Veaver. He was of Dutch 
extraction and came from thf' State of New Jersey. \Vf'aver 
remained upon the placf' until aoout the Vf'ar 1
7U, when he sold 
out to Thomas Thompson and moved to \Vindham and livffi 
with his son-in-Ìaw, 'Vm. Rohinson, where he died a few years 
ago. He had a large family, but they have all left this section. 
bowe"-er I helieve that many of them are dead. Adam Thomp- 
son, was the father of the Thompson family, who reside about 
Orkm
y. and a family which is wiclely known not only in 
Bevelly but in neighb(ll'ing to\VlIships, so that I fpellike giving 
them more than a passing notice. 
\lr. Thompson was bor'll in 
l'Iorlhumherland, England, and emigrated from there in the 
f'ar-ly part of lR17 to \Ye"t Flamhoro'. wherf' he ['f'lllailWd aoout 
nine months, and from tlwnce he remq\'pct to Bf>verly on the 
22nd of April 1818. He \VaS tlw fir!'t Old ('onnt"yman that 
settled in this part of the to\Vn
hip. "Then he came to this 
(,ollntr
- his famify consistf'd of his wife and four chilrll't'n. 
Among- thp children was :\lrs. Stpphen 110tfat, ne'H' GaIt. and 
)11'5. Stephen Nisbett, of Bevedy. Both of tlw5e familie:,; art' 
wf'II known throughout this spction of country. Mr. Thomp- 
son settled on Lot :U, in the 1st Cone. His sons an 
ettled in 
this sf'ction. "Villiam is on the Olel Call1[> homestead, Lot 
3 ; 
Adam is on Lot 25, the Griffith place; Thoma..; is on Lot. 
-t, in 
thf' 2nd Con.. and Rohert owns Lot 2-1-, in the 1st Con. He was 
onf' of thp memhers of Beverly Council in it" yonth. oping 
among thf' first members elpcted. He rented his farm a fpw 
Yf'ars ago and removerl to Lynden, whel'e he carries on a l:u'g'f' 
business, but as hf' was noticed more parti("u);u'ly in the Lyndf'n 
letter. I wiH pass on at this time. .John Thompson live" on 
Lot 27, in the 2nd Con. Amongst the Ilallghtf'rs of 11r. Thomp- 
son. not mpntiOlwd, is l\Ir
, Patter3on, a wirlo\V. who IÍ\'t'
 DPar 
Harlpy: )Irs. Haint's lives in 
ynden; and 'Irs. Robinson. of 
of Orkllf'Y, who died some years ag-o. :\1,'. Roof'rt Thompson, 
of Lyndpn, showed mea document which his fatht'r hacl ['p- 
ceÍ\'ed fr'om Earl Bathurst and datc>fl at Downing- street on thf' 
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23r'd of 
Iay, lRlï, direetpd to the GovernOl' of Lowpr Canada. 
And to show the òitferpnce in the pusition of those who came 
in th05e PèLl']Y days and the people who seek a home within our 
hordpl's at thi
 time, I will q UOLe a par't of the doeulllent : 
.. I am directed by Earl Bathurst to acquaint you that Hi:.; 
Lordship has g-ranted permission to 
h'. Adam Thomrson to 
proceed as a settler to Canada, and I am to desirp that he may 
recpive a gntnt of land propOl,tioned to the means he may 
possess of bringing it into clllti \'atinn:' 
And 1 would like here to l'l'latl
 a story which I got in this 
seetion of an Irish hoy fl'esh fl'om the Emel',tld Isle, who first 
WPllt to livp with 1\11'. Shanllun near wlwl'e Or'kney now "tanrls, 
which shows that the wit; of an l,'ishman i" not of r'ecput date. 
Shortly after he came to this country Pat was sent to hunt Mr. 
Shannou's oxen. which had strayed away. 'Vhen hereturnpd, 
being asked if he had found them. hp rpplierl that he had found 
"Gep" but could not find" Haw." 
The first school hou
l' that \Vas built in Orkney spctiOll was 
in IS2
, and Ihvid Rintoul, whom we have nwntioned before, 
was the fÎl'",t teacher. The next school housp was built in 1810, 
aud, str'ang
 to say. the same teacher' fir'st taught in that one. 
So rue years after' a bl'ick school was built, the one in use at the 
pr't:'sellt time. A few yeal's ago a post offic;e was openeò, and 
Chal'les Anderson was the first pustmaster, and the present 
JJo
tmasteJ is Adam P. Thompson. 
Thl'pe mill's farthpr east fl'om Orkney, hut, all things con- 
;;idel'ed, in tIlE' salllP neighhorhood, was .. Christie's Corners," 
Thel'e was a settlement at this place at a very early day hut I 
could not get the pxact. date. Among the early settlers of dIe 
place was Gabriel Cornpll. and I believed that :\11'. Samuel 
Cornell, now living near the" Corners," is one of his desc
nd- 
ants. The Rpv. Robert Christie came there in 1882 from SC"ot- 
land and preached there for many years, where he died at the 
agp of 87 yeal'". . 
The first chuu'h that was huilt at the "Vornel's" was put 
up in lR
B ancl was huilt a little south of ,,'here the prpsent 
church now stands , and the parties who took an active pal't in 
baving a place of worship erected werp Adam Thomson, sr., 
RohE'rt Camp, Stephen Nisbet, _
dalll Elliott, John Muirhead, 
.Tames Kirkpatrick and 'Va1ter Robertson. Thp first elders 
were Arl.am Elliott, Stephen Nishf't, John Frier, of Beverly, 
and, I think, 'Valter RobE'rtson, of Flamhoro.' 
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Of the Rev. Mr. Christie's hmily there is 3lrs. Rohert 
Thompson and tlw two 
liss Christies, of Lynden: David, of 
Owen Sound: ThollHts, Toronto; and Rohert, who at one time 
ow,wd the farm now owned and oceupied by R, L. Biggs. 
Robert was at one time an 1\1. P. p, for 
orth Nentworth. 
The first fraulf' haJ'n in the south part of Beverly, so far 
as I can learn, was built in 1886, 01' 'Hi hy Daniel Blasdell. 
Ir. 
C(ìlcleugh, of \Vest Flamboro', is said to have got very mnch 
of the trade of tlw people of Bevedy for Ulany years. There 
was a foundry carrit'd on in the \Tillage that did a gnod trade 
for many yeal ", and was r'11ll hy one McKinley. Just below 
the Yil1age was the tiouring mill. carried on by Kirby, Crooks 
..\: Atkins. The lUen will be recollected by many of the old 
settlt'rs as the parties to whom they used to go in those olden 
times to get their wheat ground into flour, to feed their famil- 
ies with. In those early days of our township the Orkney and 
Lynden sections were two of the finest lumher and timber dis- 
tricts in Ontario I think. .At the opening of the Great '\Vestern 
railroad, and after.wards, ther'e was more lumber shipped at 
Lynden than at any other station on the whole line, and at one 
time there was no less than sixteen saw-mills, running night 
anr1 r1ay, within four miles of Lynden station, Buvers carne 
from New York, Alhany and other large cities in tlw United 
States and pur'chased their supplies and said that the best 
lumher they could get in Canada was from this section. The 
price paid at that time for good 1umher was about ten dollars 
per thousand feet; but when the great financial crisis of 1857 
anr1 '.is came, older people say that they saw many car loads of 
lum\wr put down at the station tor fonr dollars per thousand 
fpet, One 01r1 man. in tellmg the story, said to me, "Young 
man, those were the days, 
'Vhe'l the baker wou1d cheat you in the bread that you eat. 
Anr1 so would the hutcher in the weight of his meat; 
They would tip up the scales and make them go down, 
And swear it was good weight when it lacked half a pound. 
There were also l:ugf' quantities of spats and other timber 
shipped he sides the lumher. 
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THE LY\'DE
 LETTER. 


H A VrXG been requested hy :\11'. .101m A. Cornell (the 
Beverly historian) to furnish some infOl'mation respect- 
ing the early settler's and pr'esent occnpants of the south 
west part of Beverly, that is the first concession and south half 
of second concession from what is now Lyndeu, west to the 
Dumfl'ies line, I would just say that I will have to write 
mostly from memory, as I have no statistics to show the exact 
date of settlement, etc., of a good many of the lots. 
Bar'nabus Howard, father of the writer, was the fir3t buyer' 
of Lots 1:3 and U, first concession. This was nearly sixty years 
ago. He lived on Lot 13. He died on the 20th of August, 1SH3, 
and was the first man huried her'e. There was not any public 
burying ground here then. I rememher well the first person 
that was buried in thf' public grave yard here, was the first 
wife of SanJUel 'Vilson Cowden Smith. Lot 12 was first taken 
up by I:;;aac B!asdall, long known as Deacon Blasdall. He 
made some improvement. Then the late B!Jnony Vansickle 
bought the lot and 1\11'. Blasdell had to leave. He then bou({ht 
tilt' north three quarters of Lot H from the late B. Howard. 
U is now ownpt! by John \Vhitington, Hugh Taylor and John 
Ritchie. 13 is now owned, the north half by B, Vansickle, jr'., 
and part of the south half hy .Jprf'miah Cornell, balance of lot 
is now occupied by Lynden. Lot 12 is partly occupied by 
Nathan Vansickle. Lot 11, south-west lluartel' was owned and 
occupied by Alexander' Hanes; south-east qnarter was owned 
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and occupied by Danipl BlaEdall. I might here Eay that 1\1rs. 
Daniel Blasdall kept the first public school that \yas evel' kept 
here. It is ab(\ut 60 years since 
he taught. I think the first 
male teacher was Timothy O"Kpefe. Also amongst the tf'achers 
of over fifty years ago were )11-. Pardieu and Mrs. Par'dieu. 
.James Brown. the Irishmau , I will not soon forget. He had a 
dump finger and he would bring it dewn in such a persuasive 
\\ ay on the heads of the Ul'chins. If he thought a boy was 
had he would make him stand on one foot a certain length of 
time; if he caught two boys whispel'ing hewould take a short 
stil-k and ruake them hold it with their teeth, one hold of 
paeh end. 
"Tilliam H. Hanes is now owner of thp south-west part of 
Lot 11, and Jel'emiah Cornell, J. P., is owner of the south-east 
pal'L South half of Lot 10, at the first of my remembrancE, 
was known as the Levi Fonger far'lll; the east p
U't is now 
owned by \Villiam H. Hanes, and the west part by Solomon 
'Yood. No. 9 , fifty years ago, 'was known as the John Sutton 
farm, the east quarter is now o
Yned by Solomun "Vood, the 
centre half by Lewis Blows, and the \Ve
t qmu.ter by John 'V. 
Rouse. The south-east quarter' of Lot 
 was, seventy years ago, 
owned by \, illiam Buckborough and George Bl1ckhorongh. 
It is 1I0W ownpd by Alexander 'Vitlwrspoon. The south-west 
part of Lot 8 has verT lung heen known as the David 'Villitts 
farllJ. It is now owned by Mr. lieo. Buck. Thp south half of 
Lot Xn. 7 was owned and occupied by JalHes Kaler, at the first 
of IllY I'ememhrance; the east part is nil\\' owned by GeOl'ge 
Buck; the south-west part by Isaac Pepper. and part of the 
Cf'ntre hy Gem'ge Star. The south half I;f Lot 6 was first settled 
hy Alexander 'Veil', it is now owned hy David 'Veil'. 1\Irs. 
Alexander 'Veil' is still living on this lot with her' son. No.3, 
the whole two hundred acr'es, was first taken up by Gashem 
Baker. One hundred and sevent)'-five acr'es of it is now owned 
hy ì\Ir-. Edward l\Imdue. and twent\'-fi,,'e acr'es by Frederick 
Irwin. Lot J, when J first knew it, was owned by Aaron Seyler 
Dt>poistor Vrooman; HOW the south-east cornpr is oW!led by An- 
dr'pw BaÌl'd, and the balance of the south hundrpd is owned by 
\Vm. Baird. Ko 3, I first knew as the John Mannen farm. rt 
is now ownf'd by Daniel 1\1annen. Xo. 2, Rhont fifty ypar!' ago, 
was ownf'd by John Nagg!'; now thf' 80uth-f'ast part is owned 
hy )[r', Mannen; the south-west pal't hy Danif'l Ramey, an 
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the centr'e by James Ylooman. No.1 \Vas formerly owned by 
.Mr. Carey, who, about :30 years ago, was accidentally killed by 
dr'iving off the bridge one dark night at what is known as 
Hall's hollow: the south part is owned hy the 'Vidow Mannen: 
the ("entre part lies near the Harrisburgh station, G. T. R., and 
is owned by John Devan, John and Peter Sullivan and John 
l\Ieany, Block A, Gor'e of Beverly, is owned by James .Milling- 
ton. Jamps Vrooman, 'Vidow Shaver, Oharles 
ickson and 

Ir. Durham. The nor,th parts of Lots 1 and 2. fir3l Concession, 
are owned by Alfred DUL'ham. The south part ot tilo('k B., 
Gore, is o\vnpd uy Mr'. Patton. The south hl1l1dr'ed of Lot 1, 
second Concession, is owned by Alfred Dur'ham. Lot 2, second 
Concession, 4.0 years ago, was owned by 'Villiam Robb: it is 
now owned hy NOJ'\'al Durham, Lot 3 , I think, was fir5t owned 
hy the Rev, I:hl'llabas 
Iarkle; it is now o.vned by George 
I. 
'Vood. Lot -I- was takeu np I think about sevlmty year's ago 
by Andr'ew Amm81'rnan ; it is now owned by Isaac Flewelling. 
North half of Lot :3, first Concession, was at the fir'st of my 
remembrance owned by David :\Iannen : it is now owned by J. 
C. Misener. Lot -t was long since owned by Joseph Shuart; it 
is uow owned by SauH1pl 'Vood. Lot .3, second Ooncession, 
was taken up by Albert Ammerman, in 18:?S; it is now owned 
hy George Carey. 
James Shaver' fir st came to Beverly 7i yeal'.:> ago, His 
paJ'ents mo\'ed into the north half of lot lü. 1st con., when he 
was tlH'ee years old, He is now a bout HO, ht-'althy and smart, 
only his sight is failing. He bought uOJ.th half lot 6, first con., 
in 18:n ; himself and Joseph Taylor, his son-in-law, occupy the 
falln now. 
Ir. Shaver bought south half lot 6, 2nd con" in 
ISH: it is now owned by 'Villiam 'Veil'. .Mr. Shaver' also 
bought the south-west part of lot i, 2nd con., in 1St9; it is now 
uwned hy VarneJ' 
isbet. Lot i, 1st con.) was bought in IRIS 
by James Kalar'. James Coleman bought the north-west qual'- 
tf'r of lot i, 5:
 years ago: )[1'8. Coleman is still living on thf' 
lot; she is about ï-! years old; she was born on lot ]6, ]
t con. 
Richard Blasdell lives with his sister, 1\1rs. Coleman; he will 
he ïï the 2:Jth Dec. next; he also was bor'n on lot 16. 
lartin 
Carey is now owner of the north-east part of lot i. :\h. Laid- 
la w was the first buyer of the s0uth half of lot S, 2nd con. ; it is 
now owned bV 'Villiam l\li1ler and occupied by.1\.. H. Krom- 
<trt. Gf'orge Hall bought north half lot S, 1st con" in 1R26 : 
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.Mrs. Martha Hal], second wife of George Hall, is still living on 
the farm with her' 80n, Dadd, who is the pr'esent owner. 
Robert Turnbull was formerly the owner of the 80uth-east part 
of lot 7, 2nd con.; John McLeod now owns part of said lot. 
Robert Turnbull was long the ownel' of the north half of lor 9, 
1st con.; it is now owned hy John Tolanil. Garret l\I(,Oole 
took up south half of lot 9, 2nd con., in IH:3H; \ViUiam Jamieson 
bought this lot about to years ago; John Elias Jamieson is 
now the owner. South part of lot 10, 2nd con., was first taken 
up by )h'. )1 ulholland; he sold to Garr'pt, .McCole over 30 years 
ago; :McCole was the fh'st settler on it; John H. ShavH be- 
came the OWlJer 4-1 years ago; he and his wife are now lh'ing- 
un the lot. Lot 10, 1st con.. was first deeded to James Ryan in 
lRu7: it was sold by James Ryan to Melicient Clubine in ISH); 
it was bought by H. Howard, the present oWller" on the 9th of 
)Tarch, 1801, from \Villiam S. \Vilkins. South part lot 11,2nd 
con.. was flr'st owned by David Chambers; he died 20th August, 
IS;).!, with ('holera, and was bUl'ied at night by one man, John 
Howar'd; the lot is now owned by widow Oornell. Lot 11, 1st 
eon.. north half, was first settled by Samuel Deneen, who huilt 
un the north part of thf' lot over' sixt
T years ago; and John 
Cole, '" ho built on the south part of the north 100 ttcres. About 
30 )'ear
 ago .Mr. Cole had a son killed by a falling tIee. I re- 
member the lad as the third person that was bur'ied in the 
public grave yar'd here. David Humphrey is the owner now. 
South part lot l
, 2nd con., was fir'st hought by Daniel Comell. 
hut long since sold to .:\11'. Baird; .:\11'. Baird sold to R. Thomp- 
son and A. \Ving; "Tellington Cornell is the present owner. 
:IS" orth part of lot 12, 1st con., was pal't of the B. Vansickle 
c!State, It was bought by 1\11'. Vansickle nearly GO years ago. 
It is now owned by Richard Hull. (I might here state that a 
few years ago Jonah Hull, Richard'" father , was kIlled at Van- 
:sickle's mill here by being wound up on the main shaft.) 
Beverly was fOl'merly called by some the township of shin- 
gles, from the fact that more pl'oduce of that kind tha.n of any 
ather' kind went to market, from this part at least. In ol'der 
to show the change in value of pine tun bel' since I was a small 
hoy, 1 J'emember a man, a shingle maker, coming to my 
mother's house one morning. He had a two-quart basin of 
honey comb with him. and he said to my mother, "There is a 
pine hack in your wood
 that I want. I will tr'ade YOll hOlJey 
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fOl'it. [will give you this honey tor the tree." She dealt ,\ ilh 
hUll, hut he was a little cute. In felling the tree he nHtuaged 
to lodge it agaiu
t another of about equal value. Of COlll'se he 
could not get the one down without felling the other, so he got 
both trees for the honey. [f such trees were standing now, 
pel'haps they ,,,'ould hoth 1>p spar trees and wOl,th fifty dollars 
each. Thl"l'e once was an immense quantity of very ehoiee 
pine timher in Be-\'edy, but to-day it is very scarce. I don't 
think thel'e is any nWI'e good pille timber now in Beverl
', all 
told, than anct' could be fOUIJd on 200 acres. As I have heen 
ten years through the township as Assessor, I think I have a 
pretty gooò chance to know what it contains. Peorle useù to 
think there was no end to the ceda,' of Beverly, hut the way it 
is going it will soon be a thing of the past. People who have 
it should use it with great care. 
I have heen told that while they wel'e choppin
 out t,hl" 
road jllst east of south Lynden, a man by the name of .:\Iamwn 
was killed by a f/tIling tree. Th e road to the Troy neighbor- 
hood, when I was a boy, went down the lane thl'ough the 
Howar'd tarm : thence through the camp ground: then turned 
east tlu'ough Deacon Blasdall's lot out to Joseph Rodd's, where 
Adam Nisbet now Jivps, and so on north-east out to Andl'ew 
Camp's, where Norman Able now lives. Peorle wh() wanted 
stone or hUll bel', hwught it through that way, There were 
miIls on the l','eek at Twy long before there were 
ny near 
LYJl(1en. [f T l'enH'mher right, it is ahout 43 years since what. 
is now called the Lyndell side-road was first opened. There 
was what was then called a large grant ot money expended 
tht're. Yes, sir, tlwre W.1S tWl'nty dollars, all in cash. laid Ollt 
on that road, and it was in two separate contl'acts. FOlirteen 
dollars were expendl>d on the saud hill and six dollars for mak- 
ing a log h1"idg-e south of the hill. The contractor on the hill 
maòc> a bee anò (.vel 
'hody tUl'ned out and helped to do the 
wOI'k. At that time no persOlI thought that that road would 
some day he tliP 1ll05t tra\'elled on of any road in Bevel'}y, 
which is the ca
e to-day. 
[n the fir'st part of this letter' I spoke of some of the first 
teachers. The fil'st }Jllhlic sl'hool was kept in a private house. 
Nearly 60 years ago the school house was huilt. It stood on the 
side-road between Lots 12 and 13, on the Ancaster side. It was 
built of logs, I think, 18 x 2:! feet, with very low ceiling. Thif'; 



THE L YNDEN LETTER. 


93 


house was used for school house, meeting house, lectul'e )'00111. 
and once or twice a.s a court h()Use. A Sabha.th school was or- 
ganized hel'e Ovel' 50 years ago. Isaac Blasdell went to Tm'on- 
to on foot and bl'ought a package of books on his back fa I' the 
use of the school The Episcop'tl )lethodists Lmilt a par:5onage 
neal' the school house, it must be nearly 30 veal'S ago. This 
wa.s a. log house also. The fil'st .;\lethodist Minister that I )'e- 
member was Elder Baley, and I might mention the names of 
D. Culp, B. Markle, B. Brown, .McKihbee, Manson, GihnOl'e, 
and Enwrson B1'Ïstol. as amongst the fir st ministers hel'e. 
There has been a l'esident .l\letho<Ìist minister here eve)' since 
this log parsonage was built. They were all Episcopal )'letho- 
dists here until about 38 years ago. The :Methodists New Con- 
nection took up an appointlllPnt here. The log school house 
had been abandoned and a fl'anlE' one built on the Beverly side, 
just where the new Met.h{1dist church now stands. In the 
spring of ]8jl there was a. union revival nleE'ting held in the 
new school house by Lewis P. Smith and John 'Vood, of the 
1\1. E. Chur'('h. and Charles \Vilkinson and D. Beltes, of the 
Methodist New Connection. As a result of this meeting the 
Episcopall\lethodists got a good increase to their membership, 
and rhe l\IE'thodist New Connection formed a pl'etty good class. 
The frame ('hurch was soon finished-the frame had been up 
for some time-and the Npw (
onnection huilt what was known 
as the red brick church. In this way things went on very well. 
I forgot to mention that whelJ 1 was a small hay, thE're W3S 
plenty of game in this section. There were some deer, occasion- 
ally a hear, and plenty of wolves, r remember one night there 
was a pack of wolves howling just across the road from our old 
homestead, I think not fOl ty rods fl'OIU the house. People who 
al'e acquainted with their hahits will rememher that at the re- 
port rJf a gun, or the sound of a hOl'n, they wiII stop howling 
and retreat. 'V ell, about this timp my brother, John. who was 
older than myself, had just got a new gun,-a rifle. It was 
very short. He went out to shoot it off. Not thinking about 
the length of it he took it across his hand and shot his thumb 
off. 
About forty years ago theIl' were a few sm:tll business 
places here on the Governor's Road. Benony Vansickle had 
huilt a saw mill on the corner where 'Villiam Clement now 
lives. This was the first mill here. and sad to say, the boilf'l' 
burst and killed Rinear , !\II'. Vansickle's eldest son, and some 
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ot';ers had very narrow escape,. John Howard kept a small 
store; 'Yilliam \Veavel' had a wagon shop; Peter Hathaway 
was blacksmith; Robert L. Patterson kept a shoe shop. The 
people wauted post office, so a meeting was called at the school 
house one night to appoint a Post l\I 'lster and name the plae-e. 
John Huward was appointed Post. Master and the late Jel'emiah 
Bishop suggested that the placp he called Lyuden. The lllPet- 
ing seemed well pleased with the name and adopted it. The 
wl'Ïter was sworn in Assistant P. 1\1. by J. B. Ewart, of Dundas. 
At that time the mail was carried by stage hetween Hamilton 
and London. On the down þ'ip it was timeù at Lynden for 
11 p. In., it was sometimes 2 a, m. before it got here. 
\Vm. \Veaver and Peter Hathaway are buth long since 
dead. John Howat'd lives at Grand Ledge, )Iich. Robert L. 
Pattel'son has retired from the huot and shoe trade and is 
making bee keeping a spE'cialty. "Tnl. S. \Vilkins bought the 
mill in Suuth Lynden, ran it for a fe\\ years and died. The 
Gr.:>at \Yestern Railroad was opened for business. I think, in 
1835; the station here was for' a short time called Vansickle's, 
but that name was found to be unhandy, and was soon challgf'd 
to Lynden. Jeremiah Varnell, Esq.. first kept a small grocery 
store at Routh Lynden ; later he and his hrother Dalliel built a 
large store just south of the new Methodist church, where they 
long did an extensive business in the dl'Y goods and grocel'y 
lines. That stor'e was long since burned. Rubert \V ood long 
kept a harness 
hop here, but now lives in Hamilton. \Villiam 
Clement built an extensive woolen factory here, and had the 
misfortune to have it burned without insurance. Amongst 
the first business places in North Lynden was Romers Atkin- 
son's, who kept a store and dealt largely in lumber. He 
moved to To:'onto and died there. 'Vm. 
Iay kept a grocery 
and dealt in lllrnlwr. He moved to 'Veston, Benony Yan- 
sickle huilt a grist mill and a f'aw mill; they stood together 
and were long since hot h bm'ned. '\Vesley F. On and James E. 
On' built the ston> where the P. O. is now kept. and did a. good 
business for a few years; after this 'Yo F. 01'1' went to specu- 
lating in the lumher bnsine",s. He is now mayor of Calga.ry 
in the Northwest. Jas. E. Or'r & Co. built an oil refinery here 
and ran it for a. short time, when it was burnt. Rutus Dodge 
kppt the station for a short time when the railroad was first 
oJwned. He was in the lumber bn"iness abo, and kept the 
fil'st IiqUOl' shanty here. FrancIs Bore built the first large 
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hotel here Just after the frame was up there was a Sahbath 
school picnic here in the woods. An old minister, while ad- 
dressing the children, shouted out at the top of his voice, 
"Boy
, beware, there is a snake in the grass!" pointing at the 
time to the new hotel. 
W. P. Dredge kept the first harness shop at Nor'th Lynden 
He is now mayor of Chesaning, Mich. Edward Leddycoat 
was one of the first blacksmiths here. He is now farming 
near \Vaterdown. 'Vm. Bal'l'ett wa" one of the first wúgon 
makers here. He is long since dead. 'Vm. \Vilson was the 
first tailor here. He moved to Listowel. Joseph and Ed ward 
Bradwin ran the Lynden pottery. Joseph went to 'Vingham 
and Edwarò went to l\fount Forest. In 18;);) a man by the 
name of l\h'Rae built a saw mill nearthe f'ailroad here and ran it 
for a while. Then Nat Dyment became the owner and ran it 
for a few years. He was very successful with the mill and 
it is said that in the short time he kept it he cleared $2.3,000. 
He t hèn went north of Lake Huron, and went to dealing in 
timber limits, and it seems that everything he has touched 
since has prospered with him. A friend of hi::; told me he had 
over forty shingle mills. I see by a late Toronto Globe that he 
has eight saw mills advertised for sale, all as good as new, and 
a tract of pine timher with each. I have been told that he has 
a cattle ranch down about Texas, and a horse ranch near the 
Rockies. He also kept a hank at Barrie. "Then running the 
mill here he also kept a store. 
Long ago 'Villiam l\fcComb kept a store where the tin-shop 
is now. After l\1cComb left William Smith kept store in the 
same shop and also kept the postoffice. Ahout thirty-three 
years ago Vincent Cornell kept a store in south Lynden. The 
first resident doctor there was Dr. Aikman, the secood was Dr. 
Pitcher, the third was Dr'. Laing, the fourth was Dr. Bigger', 
the fifth was Dr'. Uavidson, the sixth was Dr. Forster, who 
also kept a drug store. William McRae cnce kept store here 
near the railway. He went to Bay City, Mich. Mr. Glass, I 
believe, was the first baker here; then Walter Borthwick. l\Ir. 
Cox carried on the bakery here for several years; then 1\1r. 
Ladd was baker here for a while. 1\11'. Glq,ss, it seems, got 
someway wrong while at the husiness here and committed 
suicide by hanging himself. Barnabas Howard, jr., used to he 
an artist here. He now Jives near Petofska, in the north of 
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:\lil-h. The former station mastel'S here were Rufus Dodge, 
('harles l\loI'l'ison, John \Vade and John Berrington \V ho served 
a vel'y long tt:>rm. Nelson Cor'nell and John Burbank kept a 
store hert:> a number of ypars ago, and one Sunday nIght, wheh 
the people were at church, there was an alarm of fire, and it 
was found that the store was on fire inside. The result was 
that the store and goods were bm'nt, and the bakery and James 
PaLter'soll's hotel and Geo. Yausickle's hotel and several othel' 
buildings were len'IIed to the ground. The old log parsonage 
that I refen'ed to, served its time, and a frame one was erected 
Iwar' the same place, which was used until last year. The frame 
school house, also refen'ed, gave place to a new brick building. 
The haule church is a thing of the past. \Vhen the new bl'Íck 
31. E. Church was bllilt, there being no further use for the 
fr'allle one, it was sold and moved further' west for a cheese 
factor')'. \Vhen l\lethodist union was brought about, there 
heing no further use for the red. brkk church, it was taken 
dowlJ amI a (wick parsunge erected on its site. 'Yilliam H. 
YanXorman once had a wagon shop in South Lynden. Later 
on he built a hotel and kept that for a time, then sold the place 
to the Methodist Xew Conneetion people for a parsonage. Van- 
XOl'man is long since dead. B. Yansickle kept stcre here 
fOl' several years. Nathan \T ansickle also tried the store 
husiness fOl' a while. They are both now engaged at farming. 

ome thirty yeal'!'; ag-o there was a colored man. by the name 
(If Rue, and his wife, Ihying in a shanty by the roadside at 
X ol,th Lynden. They kept a hoarder by the name of Thomp- 
son (colOl'ed) who appeared. to be a very quiet man, out tber'e 
was jealousy in the house. Rue, having been absent at this 
time for a day or two, came home at night. Thompson was 
taking tea. Hue opened the doOl" drew a pistol and. shot 
Thompson: then ran out. The shot d.id not prove fatal, only 
wounded him in the face. )lI's. Hue opened the d.oor and 
callt:'d to him to come and see what he had done. He came 
neal tbe door and shot hb wife twice, both shots taking effect. 
:-;h:' died in a, few mfnntes. He then retreated into the dar'k- 
rw:,;,.. hilt soon ("arue again in the fl'ont of the house and shot 
himself tl1l'ough the heart, can5'ing" instant death. They wel'e 
hlll'Ìed in the woods nE'<<1' hy. 
At a Iwelty pady day my gl'andmother and her two suns 
and dallghter moved into Canada from the State of Pennsyl- 
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vania and 8ettled in the township of A ncaster, near where 
Alberton now is, They bought a large farm there and built a 
hotel. They worked the farm and kept the hotel. At the time 
they moved in. ther'e was but one house where the city uf Ham- 
ilton now stands. 
ly father' stayed a length of time on that 
place with his mother, but later on hought a hotel at what was 
known as the (Y pper COl'ners. 'Vest Flamboro', from Mr. 
Gabriel Cornell, sr. 1 find, by referdng to the deed whIch I 
have in my pm,session, the date was the 20th day of J une, 1
27. 
He remained tlwre a few years and did a very exteusÍ\Te busi- 
ness, as the travel on the \Vaterloo road at that time was im- 
mense, as all the produce fr'om the \Vat
rloo district had to 
come down that way at that time to get to the Iwad of naviga- 
tion. "Thile doinJ! business there he bought -tOO acres of land 
here on the fir'st concession of Bever'}y, and when building his 
house, there being no puhlic house near, he built large. so that 
he could enter'tain weary travellers with meals or lodging, and 
there being no store for a long distance, he fitted up one room 
as a store, in which he kept !Such goods as the neighbors re- 
quired. In the spring of ]

.j hi
 health having failed, he 
thought he would go across the woods once more to visit his 
mother and the old farm. He did so
 but wa@ soon taken very 
much worse, and felt anxiou8 about getting home. His kind 
neighbors made a kind of hier, on which they arranged a bed 
and c
rried him home, a distance of seven miles, and he died 
on the 20th of August. I
33, and was the first man that was 
huried here. at what is now Lynden. 
I have learned that the south-east part of If)t 8, first con- 
-cession, was settled by 
Ir. Buckbol'Ough, eighty years ago. 
The south half of Let 6. first conce
sion, was settled by John 
('oleman , and sold to him by )11'. 'Veil'. Andrew Ammerman 
is tenant of the l\Iar tin Carey farm, north-east part Lot 7, first 
conceSSIOn. Thomas Kivel is owner of :; acres of the south- 
east corner of Lot 11, second concession. 
In the fall of IS7!) Peter Hathaway and Darius Mulholland 
put up a mill in north Lynden. It waf'> intended for custom 
work, having one rnn of stones for fiOUl' and one for chopping. 
This mill was mm-ed to here fr'om Troy. They operated it 
untillMSO, when it was bought by the present owner, Hobert 
Thompson. 'Vm. \Ving, now of Detroit, rented it and operat- 

d it until Jan., lS
H, since thq,t time it has heen run hy H. 
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Thompson. It was enlar
ed and remodeled to the full roller 
system by E. P. Allis & Co., of Milwaukee, in 188j. It has now 
a. capacity of 75 barrels of flour and 400 bushels of chop in 24- 
hours and is running steadily. The business, on account of the 
ill-health of the proprietor is under the management of his 
son , R. A. Tbompson. Alex. C. Smith is head miller, J. S. 
Hamilton and Horace 'Vright as second millers, and J. S. 
Hathaway, engineer. Peter Hathaway has been dead some 
years, and Darius Mulholland has ri'moved to l\1ichi
an. R. 
Thompson has also been extensively engaged in the C'ordwood 
business for about twenty years he having had the contract for 
a number of years of the Great 'Vestern railway to supply 
them at Lynden and Copetown, with all the wood they wanted 
there. Since the railway has commenced usin
 coal, he has 
been shippin
 wood to Hamilton, Brantford, Galt and other 
places. His shipments the present year will amount to 100 car 
loads. At the time the ;1ew brick block was built near the 
station, .J ohn Burbank was the first occupant as a merchant. 
He kept quite an extensive general store for a number of years 
He is now travelling for a life insurance company, 
I now come to Lynden as I tind it in 
he village per 
haps containing a little less than 500 inhabitalJts, andasit is locat- 
ed about central between Hamilton and Galt, and in the midst 
of a first-class agricultural district, no doubt it will become a 
very important grain market. The roller mills here are con 
sidered first-class; and g-et away with a large quantity of grain 
Ír1 a year. There have been large quantities of barley, peas, 
and oats brou
ht here for shipm<}nt, but under the present 
arrangement there can be no competition as there is a lack of 
storehouses. The methodist people have a first-class brick 
church her'e ; the resid
ster here is the Rev. H. A. Cook 
who is laboring ver'y successfully. His local help is \Villiam 
Clement. ThQ society is pretty strong. In connection with 
the society they have an excellent Sabbath school, kept open 
all the year with an average attendance of over 80. I mi
ht 
say here that in the early history of )Iethodism, this was 
called .. Dumfries Circuit," and later on it was called" Beverly 
Circuit," but now it is called "Lynden Circuit," and just in- 
cludes Lynden and Bethel appintments. They have a very 
nice new brick parsona
e. 
The Presbyterian people have regular services here now in 
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Tl,JOmpson's Hall. They were first commenced in January, 
188.5, by the Rev. .:\11'. Fisher, (If Flamboro', formerly of Elora. 
A regulll.rcongregation in connection with the Flamboro'charge 
was organized in )lay, 1888, and now active measures are being 
taken to build a church. There is a Sahbath School in connec- 
tion with this work. 
'Ve have a brick school house in the village, containin
 
two rooms. The head teacher is Mr. S. J. Atkins, the <;econd 
teacher is l\Iiss Aggie Nimmock. 
The railway accommodation, as far as pas.,enger traffic is 
concerned, is very good. J as. .:\IcGregor is station master and 
express agent, and a better man for the position could not be 
found. Peter )Ianderson is section foreman, and he is a right 
good fellow. The only thing the farming public have to find 
fauIt with in railway matters here is the exorbitant charges 
on local freight, and if the Southern Ontario Pacific should be 
built where it has been surveyed, no doubt but that it will be 
an excellent thing for the farming community in this vicinity. 
The mail accommodation here is as 
ood as could be asked, for 
no less than five mails arrive at the Lynden post office every 
week day; the daily Globe arrives here also at 5 a. m. each day. 
Rinear Hanes is Postmaster. There is a telephone line running 
through the village; no office here yet, but we expect one soon. 
'Ve have two very good stores, both being well filled with 
goods of mostly all kinds, One is kept in Thompson's block by 
the Hagey Brothers, the other is kept in the post office block 
by Alex. Hanes. These merchants al'e all young and enter- 
prising gentlemen, and no doubt but they will make their mark 
in the world. The telep-raph office is kept by John Hagey, of 
Hagey Brothers. Dr. A. E. Stutt is our local doctor. He has 
only lately come to town, but he comes well recommended, 
and no doubt. but he is a very 
ood man. Ahel 'Ving is run- 
ning the saw mill, and during the present year has done a very 
extensive trade. He also manufactures shingles. John .:\Iarx 
runs the pottery and manufactures brown earth ern ware quite 
extensively. 
icholas Johnson and Joseph Joh
son carryon 
the tin business in all its branches. 'Villiam Lemon is the 
photographer and silver plater. Geo. Chapman, )11'. l\Iont- 
gomery and Charles Partridge are the village shoemakers. 
'Vesley Vansickle and George Vansickle follow the butchering 
business. Daniel Grady rnns a matrass factory. John Baker 
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keeps the Lynden House, and 
elson Pitton keeps the Donlin- 
ion Hotel. These hotels arE' both WE'll fitted up and are said to 
be hoth well kept. John 'V. Raus is rushing the pump busi- 
ness, and also follows well digging. Henry 'V. Raus is con- 
sidered a first-class harness maker. Samuel Doherty is carry- 
ing on the blacksmithing husiness very extensively, and is 
considered a first class workman. The staff of masons and 
bo-'Õs builders are 'V. H. Hanes , Richard HuH an([ Thomas Hull 
ahm Joseph Ross. thou
h q nite young, he is said to be a good 
workman. The staff of carpenters are Simon Springstead and 
Firman Jones. 
Peter Eo Thomas follows peddling, also deals in stoves and 
tinwar'e, etc. Charles Glhbons keeps a wood repair shop. 
.J oseph Uidney follows tlll'
shing in season, and is general 
tpamster. Mr. Brady is at tì:e coopering business, making 
mostly flour 
nd apple 1:>arrels. l{obert L. Patterson, is apiar- 
ist. Alfred Rous is engineer and machinist. Charles Ziller is 
a good tailOl'. .John Case is the only painter in the dllage and 
does first-cJass work. John Baird is pri\'ate banker. This in- 
stitution is a great convenience to the public. James Hoose i'S 
now engaged in selling fruit trees for Stone & 'V ellington, 
Firman Clement and Thomas Kivel are agent for the sale 
of farming implements of all kinds. 
Lynden is noted for the number of bene\'olE'nt institutions 
it contains, there heing no less than five lodges in the village. 
There is a lodge of the Ancient Order' of (Ynited \Vork- 
men 
 a lodge of Royal Templars of Temperance; a lodge of 
Independent Or'der of Oddfellows; a lodge of Canadian Order 
of Oddfellows, and a lodge of Seled Knights, 911 in pretty 
good working order. Now, if any village of the size of Lynden 
has as lllany lodges as that, I would like to hear from it. 
There is a very good bakery in the village; it is owned hy 
R. A. Thompson. This::\1 r. Thompson has bought grain quite 
extensÌ\'('ly for shipment the present veal', some days from 
ten to fourteen hundred bushels coming in, the greatest part 
being harle
Y, besides some pe
s and some oats. 
I might here say that there were ten in our family, four 
boys and six girls; now there is but one left in Canada besides 
myself, and that is )[rs. Thomas Knox, of Lynden. I forgot 
to mention that 1\Irs. Eliza Bennett kept a variety store here. 
She was rather an excitable lady. She died ear'ly in th 
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present year. ,l\Irs. Howard's namp wa
 Camp, a daughter of 
,Tohn Camp, one of the pioneers of Beverly. His tather's name 
was Rohért. He lived in }';'ew .Tersey and was of Scotch descent, 
His Iwothers were Da\'id. Bur'gome, )Iatthew and John. 
At the tIme of the rl:volutionary war Robert and hi:" 
brother, John, left their father's hOll)
 in 
ew Jersey and came 
to Canada. taking up land near Xiagam. They were U. E. 
Loyalists. They 1iVf>d down at Niagara for some years. Then 
Robert sold his farm, for which he got eight hundred silver 
dollars. Though Robert and John were bl'OtlH'rs, they differed 
ahout how their name should be spelled. John spelled his 
name Kemp, and Robert spelled his Camp. The date when 
Robert sold out I cannot give. but however, hp took his $801) 
and came to Beverly with his family and hought eight 
hundred acres ,here in front of the township. The family 
consisted of seven sons and two daughters. He settled 
on the north fifty of Lot 2H, first concession, and also owned 
the south one hundred acres of Lot 2H. second concession. 
These two lots were considE'red the homestead. He gave each 
of his sons ](}() acres. David had the south ]00 of Lot :W, sE'cond 
concession. 'Villiam C, Lemon is the pr'esent owner'. Hohert 
had the south ]00 of Lot 23 second concession, John Dyment, 
jr., is the present owner. Andrew had the north 100 of Lot 13, 
second concession. Norman Able is the present owner. John 
had the south 100 of Lot 18, second concession. Ralph Dyment 
is the present owner. Alexander had the north 100 of Lot 23, 
second concession. 'Irs. Bonham is the pr'esent owner. Peter 
had land in Dumfries. He died of cholera in ISH2. )Iatthew 
was to have the homestead, but befm e the old man died he 
made this change-John took the homestead and )latthew took 
Lot ]8, south half, second concession. .Jane married Jas. 
ThOlnpson and moved to Nelson. )[argaret married Edward 
Robinson and moved to Trafalgar. Later on .:\lrs. Robinson 
kept a small store at what has been long known as Thompson's 
Corners, now Orkney, on the same spot where Robert Rohin- 
son. her son., has long kept an inn, and became an extensive 
farnwr. The old man died on the mh of .January, ]8:-3-{" 
Perhaps this family did as much. or more, than any other 
family in the early days of Beverly in the wav of clearing up 
and illlprovmg th
 township. 
Robert Camp had the first brick house that was built in 
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Beverly. His son .Joseph owned the nOl.th 100 acres of Lot 26, 
1st concession, about forty years ago. He built a saw mill and 
ran it a few years. Later on he moved to Egremont. 3frs. 
Adam Thompson, sr" and .Mrs. Scram are daughters of Robert 
Camp. He had a peculiar way of dealing. One year when 
hay was very scarce and dear, he had a good supply, and people 
came from all directions to huy from him. The first question 
he would ask was, "Have you money to 
ay for it?" If they 
said they had, the answer was, "You cannot have it.. If you 
have money you can get hay anywhere." But if a person had 
no money they were sure to get the hay. Three of Andrew 
Camp's sons owned 100 acres each on the 3rd concession. John 
owned south half of Lot 12, on which he built a saw mill 
Adam Laidlaw owns the lot now. Robel"t owned north 100 of 
the ::;ame lot. Robert Clement owns it now. Richard owned 
south half of Lot 18, on which he built a saw mill and did an 
extensive business. Mr. Denholm owns the farm now. 
There is but one of 3Iatthew Camp's famiJy left in Beverly, 
that is Sophia, the wife of 'Villiam C. Lemon. He owns the 
south 100 acres of Lot 20, second concession. He is the son of 
the late Samuel Lemon, one of the old settlers. Benjamin 
Camp stiJllives in Heverly. He is a son of Alexander. John 
Camp, my father-in-law, was twice marrIed. His first wife was 
Elizabeth Jones, sister tv George Jones, whom I will mention 
later on. His second wife was the widow Chandler. His first 
wife had thirteen children, his second wife had four. Of these 
seventeen there is but one left in Beverly. that is 1\Irs. Howard. 
The oldest son, Robert, was born on the farm where Ralph 
Dyment now lives, nearly sixty-four years ago. Andrew also 
was bOl'n there sixty-two years ago, Robert went west to seek 
his for,tune. He first bought land in DeBona, Sank County, 
'Viscl.nsin, when that state was being settled, so that he 
was able to get some of the very best land, A tew years 
later Andre\\' went there. Andrew and Robert lived there near 
together for several years. Then Andrew bought Rober't's farm 
and Robert moved eighteen miJes further west and got a noble 
farm fOUl' miJes from Mauston. The county town, .l\Iauston. 
is getting to be a very impOl'tant town. Robert served as 
-sergeant in the al'my during the last year of the American war. 
Rohel't has retired from farming and his only son is running 
the farm. He has but two chiJdren, a son and a daughter. 
Andrew has also retired from farming and moved to the town 
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JOH:N (,AMP. 
Born i\Iay 2nd, 1804 Died :\Ial'ch 20th, 1881. 
Un'lI most of his life in thc south part of Rcycrb'. 
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,ot New Lishon, and one of his sons is running thE' tarm. 
Nathaniel was born in 18:
1 on the farm where WiJIiam Thomp- 
son now lives, and James was horn there in 18:35. Over thirty 
years ago Nathaniel and James both went to 'Visconsin. They 
bought farms at a place called II outon and commenced to im- 
prove them, but when the war broke out they felt so loyal to 
their adopted country, they enlisted in the twelfth Regiment 
of \Visconsin Y olunteers for a term of three years. 'Vhen 
they had sen'ed two years and a half, the regiment volunteered 
for another term and went home on a furlough of thirty days, 
then returned to service, and before the first three years was 
ended 
athaniel was killed and James was wounded. Nathan- 
iel was killed at the hattle of Kenisaw )Iountai
, Georgia, and 
a few days lateL' James was wounded by being shot through 
the left arm, between the shoulder and elbow; hut finally it 
got wen, but there are four inches of his arm that has no bone 
in it, He lives near the city of Barahoo. He is carrying on a 
farm and has served as County Treasurer. He draws a pensIon 
,of thirty-six dollars per month. Almira marl'ied 'Villiam 
Isaac. They live at Fraser RiveL', British Columbia. Elizabeth 
married .Tames Davis and moved to 'Visconsin a few years 
since. They are farming.. They live six miles from :\Iauston. 
Emerson went west, hut died of typhOId fever. I have heen 
told that General BurgoYlw, who figures so prominently in 
history, should be caned General Bm'goyne Camp, and is onp of 
this old Camp family 
Andrew .Jones was bOl'n in what is now the state of New 
York, then Bl'itish Tel'I'Ïtory. About 1760 he came to Canada, 
when 16 yeal's old, and settled in the 
iagara District, and lived 
till about 17&;; then came to Beverly and hought Lot 31, 2nd 
Con" from his brother. Jonathan. He also bought the south 
half of lot H:
 from Ueorge Read. of Niagara District. The 
Jones' wel'e of 'Velsh descent. The family consisted of four 
sons and five daughters. The three eldest were born at 
iagara. 
Margaret, James and Katharine. :Martha married David Ellis. 
father of \Vm. Ellis, now of South Dumfries. James settled 
on Lot 11, ard Con., where he lived to a good old age and èied 
there. Katharine married '''m. Coleman. They owned a farm 
just north of what is now Troy. Rhe lived to a pretty old age. 
.t>eter was born on lot :1-t, 2nd Con., Beverly. in 1801, and first 
settled on Lot :-n, ard t 'on. Later he owned a farm west of 
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Troy, which John Rohh now owns. He sold that farm and 
went to :\[alahide, whel'e he died. Phoehe was born in 1 RO:3. 
Slw married John Culver, of Xiagara. Elizabeth was horn 
in 180.3. She married John Camp. I have given particulars of 
that family. George lives on the old homestead whel'e he was 
born, and never has been absent from the farm a week at a 
time and will he 81 years old the fourth of .J une next. )1rs. 
.T ones will he 7-1- years old the thIrd of.J uly next. Both :\11', and 
1\1rs. Jones are in very good health. )11. .Jones served three 
years 111 the Gore District Council, and one 

ear as Deputy- 
Ree,-e in the Beverly Conncil, and he served ten yeaL's as a J. 
p, 1\[1'. Jones' family consists of three sons and fonr daughters. 
They are all extensively engaged in tal'ming and with one ex- 
ception all li,-e in sight of the old homestead. Mary lives at 
( 
odrich. 
Fifth-eight years ago one \Villiam Sheldon kept a small 
store in Hamilton. [t was the only store kept there. At that 
time 1\11'. .Jones bought a razor fl'om 
heldon, for which he 
paid 2.3 cents. That razor has been in constant use ever since; 
and what seems more strange, )[1'. Jones has a pair of hoots 
which 
I1. B. Conley, of Dundas, made for him about thirty 
years ago. These boots have been in use every year and are 
still in good order, not a stitch heing broken in them, Andrew 
was born in 1810, and first settled on Lot 
1, south half, :2nd 
Con. After he sold that farm be followed the business of 
pump making and now lives in Elom. )[ary Jones died when 
19 years old, The north half of Lot :
L, 1st Con., was hought 
by Samuel 'Vood from Jacoh Cope about IS:-3ô, :\Ir'. \, ood 
came here fl'om the Eastern States. His son Peter' was long in 
the Beverly Council. He served as reeve perhaps S years, and 
one year' as 'Varden of the C'ountv. Hp. was formerly in the 
lmnher business and had mills in different parts of Ben>l'ly. 
\Vhen in the Council he served the Township wen. He now 
resides in the city of Brantforà. Anothel' son of )[1'. \Vood, 
Edward Burk, when young, taught school. Later he was con- 
sidered a very clever lawyer. and finally hel'ame t.he first 
Chief Justice ('f Manitoha. Mrs. Echlin, one of the danghters 
I think the youngest, with her family, who are the present 
owners, are carrying on farming quite extensively. H. L. 
Biggs, Esq., one of our Deputy-Reeves, is a grandson of 
\Ir. 
,y ood. About 17\)01\11'. Nicholas Samms hought from old !\II'. 



THE LYXDEN LETTER. 


107 


Jones the north half of Lot Bl, 
nd Con. Mr. Sararas was the 
first blacksmith in this vicinity. He lon
 since moved to 
'Vaterloo and died there. The 'Vaterloo l\Iacdamized Road 
was first opened through Be,"erly I think in 18Bí. I was born 
at what was called the Upper Corners, 'Vest Flamboro', nearly 
fifty years ago. Soon after that my parents moved to what is 
now Lynden, and I have lived in this section ever since. 'V è have 
a family of four, the oldest, Yictoria Elizabeth, taught school 
four years; then she was married to Abraham Ramey a son of 
Casper Ramey, one of the pioneers of the township of Brantford. 
The second is Geol'ge Allen, who lives on a slllall farm one and 
a half miles east of Lynden. He is also an apiarist, and deals 
in Italian Queens. His wife was Miss Effie Echlin, of Beverly. 
The next is Miss A. Editb, at present teacbin
 scbool at Am- 
herstburg, and tbe youngest is Xirem H. and lives at home on 
the farm with his parents. l\Iy father and 
randfathel' were 
hor'n in. Pennsylvania. My great-gl'andfather was horn in 
London, England, My mother ' s maiden name was Margaret 
.:\Tore, horn in Pennyslvania, of Dutch descent. 
I think there is not, another man in this School Section now 
who has lived in it as lon
 as I have, and now, with good 
wishes to every body, T bring this len
thy letter to a close. 


Decemher, l;:)th, 18SH. 


HENRY HO'VARD, J. Po, 
Lynden, Onto 
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A fter traveling through the township in different directions 
for nearly a year, hunting up the early history and 
dates of the early settlement of the several sections, we 
have arrived at last at the capitá.l of the township, the village 
<>f Rockton, the place where for nearly fOl'ty years the wisdom 
<>f the municipality has assembled and from time to time have 
passed enactments for the opening up of roads, and otherwise 
opening up and bringing out the resources of the township, 
and as we find onr feet upon a solid foundation we take off Our 
hats and bow to the audience. The first house that was built 
in the village was upon the site where \Vallace McDonald's house 
now stands, and such has been the changes that have taken 
place since that time) that to the early settler the place would 
hardly be recognized hy thpm at the present time, and indeed 

ven tv those that have stood by and seen each decade bring 
about its changes, they can scarcely make themselves believe 
that this is the Rockton of fifty years ago. But with that same 
steady hand that made the forest give way in other parts of 
the township. we can easily see that the people of this sectiùn 
have not been behind in the march, and that the same puck 
and energy that characterized the people in other parts of the 
township was not not lacking by the early settlers of this place, 
here too we can see the foot prints of industr)', energy and 
economy, and many of the people have gained that reward 
that is always sure to follow in the wake of such a course. 
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In the early history of Rockton the land about where the 
viJlage now stands was owned by Lemuel Lamb. A., Wt:' have 
mentioned before in the early days of the township a large 
quantity of land was held by the Lamb family, when the place 
got a post office and had to receive a name, there was a stronK 
feeling in favor of calling it Lambsville, but on account of the 
rocky nature of the soil others thought it should be called 
Rockton, and it is needless to say that those who held the latter 
opinion won the day, hence the name. We understand that 
Mrs. Barlow, mother of \V. 'V. Barlow. at one time Township 
Clerk, got the credit of giving the place its name. and we might 
say right here that Mr. 'Vm. 'V. Barlow was the first Township 
Clerk, and that his father was for many yeaJ
S the Township 
Treasurer. In 18;)(). the period when 
[unicipal Councils for 
townships came into existence, Rockton was chosen as the seat 
of government on account of its central location. The first 
few meetings were held in the hotel then kept by a man by the 
name of Harrison. But early in that same year th
y began to 
prepare for the buildin
 of a Township Han, and the present 
hall was built in that year, and the business of the township 
has been transacted there ever since. 
One of the early building-s that was put up in the place was 
a stone blacksmith shop, and was built by Joseph Leeman and 
run by him for many years, this would be some time in the 18 
and forties. The shop has long since been torn down and other 
buildings put up in its place. We think that the property is 
at present owned by J. B. Plastow. Joseph Leeman also built 
the stone hotel. It is fine and commodious, and is owned and 
kept at the present time by B. Henning. 
A s we noticed in the beginning of our Rockton sketch, the 
first house that was built was an hotel. We did not get the 
name of the party who first started in that place, but the first 
was one Harrison, who kept it for a number of years. It after- 
wards fell mto the hands of the McClusky family, and we 
think it was from them that 
Ir. l.\lcDonald purchased the 
place. Since then a number of enterprising men have been 
doing husiness at different times. The store that was put up 
was by Andrew McKnight, and waF kept by his brother. 
James l\1cKnight , who did a "ood general business. The first 
school that we can learn any thing about was kept in a log 
house just opposite the farm of .Mr. Andrew Kernighan. Th 
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place is now occupied by a German and known throughout the 
neig-hborhood hy the name of "Dutch John." 'Ve think that 
it was about the time of the Fenian raid that thp drill shed 
was built. but was not used for soldiering very long, and is 
used at the present tiIlle hy the Agricultural Society upon show 
day to put the roots, grain, and othel articles in that l'equire 
to be kept inside. Among the fil'St teachers in this section was 
a man by the name of Nichol Kept. It is 
aid that he was the 
first teacher after the school was moved to its prp-sent site. A 
number of other teachers have taught there since, among- 
whom are Alex, Bell, jr., and James McQueen the pl'esent 
Postmaster of Dundas. 
h'. .1ohn G. Cochrane, of Sheffield, is 
the plesent teacher. [will just here relate a bear story that I 
got from some of the older heads in my rounds through this 
section. 
I will not mention nanws, hut call the parties Davie and 
.r amie. They were chums, and both fond of hunting. They 
had fonnd a place where a bear frequented, so they placed some 
bait at the spot and made an arrangement to meet there on a 
certain night at dusk to await and watch the arrival of MI'. 
Bruin. Davie was first on hand an:! took up his position be- 
hind a tree, keeping a sharp lookout for the bear. Davie wore 
a high crowned hat, and as he was peering around to see if any 
thing was coming, Jamie arrived near the spot, creeping along 
quietly and keeping a sharp lookout, and not knowing that 
Davie was ahead of him he spied Davie's head past the tree, 
and thinking- that it was the bear's "':lead he took aim and fired. 
The ball passed through Davie's hat and grazed the top of 
his head, Davie sprang out of his lair and was very indignant 
at Jamie for spoiling his hat and scratching his head. The 
scene that followed was not very complimentary, therefore we 
will drop the curtain and say no more about them. 
To the west of Rockton in the -I-th and ,jth concessions, a 
numher of families settled. Mo
t of the older stock are dead, 
while some have moved away. Among the first that we shall 
mention is the Annstrong family, on the 4th concession. They 
are a very old and respectable family. The first of whom we 
can learn anything are the thrpe brothers, John, Hugh and 
'Valter. John is dead, but one of hi
 sons is on the old farm. 
Hugh is still alive and is living on the farm where he settled 
when a young man, 'Val tel' sold out to ]lis brother Hugh and 


. 



THE ROt'RTON LETTER. 


11] 


mo\'ed west of London, Ont., where he still resides. Thomas, 
a son of Hugh'::,;, is on his old farm. 
The next family we shall mention is the Jackson family. 
The old folks al'e both dead, but there are two sons still living 
in the neighborhood, Thoma::; and 
Iatthew. George was kIlled 
a few years ago in an accident with a runaway team near the 
village, on his way to church. 
Then, fUl,thel' south on the 4th concession, a number of 
families settled at an early day, although we cannot give the 
exact date. 'Ve refer to John :\lcl\lanamy, the O'Conners, the 
Bannens. The farm that J ames Collins now owns was, we 
think, settled on hy his father. Fur,ther west up the ttb con- 
cession a man by the name of Flemin'{ lives, who is also an 
old settler. 
Then going up the stone road west from Rockton we come 
to the farm that Calvin More settled on. There al'e none of 
this familJT here at present, but _he farm is owned by 'V. 
Stockwell and Andrew Smith. Fal,ther west we come to the 
farm that was settled un by Jalnes T. Smith, who has been 
dead for some years. Robert, Lowry is now upon the farm. 
Leaving- the farm that John l\lcMullen settled on to our right. 
on the north side of the stone road we strike the Beverly 
Swamp, and as that has heen mentioned in some of my former 
letters, we pass it oyer by saying that the Swamp has nearly 
all rlisappeared, and buildings are strewn all along the road 
and the land used for farming purposes. The first farm that 
you come to is :Mr. Cairns'. Passing this you come to the 
lands of the late Peter 
lcClure. The place is now occupied by 
his widow, a daughter and three sons, Peter, Andrew and 
John. This family settled upon the old Mawhinney farm over 
30 years ago, and afterwards purchased 100 acres to the east of 
the first farm. They also purchased the old Lamb and Doug- 
las farms at Romules where another son, \Villiam, lives, thus 
showing what a few years of industry and economy will do for 
a man in this country. 'Ve now retrace our steps and go back 
to the village, as we find it at the present time. Just before 
-entering the village proper, we come to the farm of Andrew 
Kernighan, father of the Khan, who is leaving a name behind 
him in the litera:>y world. 
1r. Kernighan is an old settler, 
and a man that is much thought of in the community. Taking 
Rockton as it is at the present time, there are two general stores 
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-one kept by Will. 'Vood, and the other by James B. Plas- 
tow; David Bell is the present postmRstel' with his hrothel', 
Alex. Bell, who is acting as an assistant: B. COl'nell is, and 
has bef'n for many years, treasurer of the township; "\Villiam 
Burgess, butcher; Jackson & Atkins carryon an extensive 
carriage manufactory; B. Henning, hotel keeper. They have 
also got a grist mill in the place. It has passed through a 
number of hands, and I am unable to sav to whom it belongs, 
at the present time; and last, but not least, is "allace Mc- 
Donald, who occupies the position of Clerk of the Township, 
Division Court Clerk, Conveyancer, Issuer of .:\Iarriage Licenses, 
and .J ustice of the Peace, so that it can easily be seen that he 
has the whole thing in his own hands. He can give you a 
mal'l'iage license, fine vou if you do not get married, sue you if 
yon refuse to support your wife, make out a bill of your taxes 
and issue an execution if you refusf' to pay them. 
Going east from Rockt
 to Lot :30, owned by Robert Hen- 
del son-he purchased it f
Olll Dr'. Hamilton. of Dundas; the- 
\Y I'ay family came in in June in the year 1
: Robert Patter- 
son settled on Lot 24 in the 
rd Con.: he came from Ireland in 
the veal' ls:-n, and died in tRiO. His family consisted of David. 
of near Dundas; :\lrs. Geo. 'V ray, Beverly; Robert, since 
dead: James, of Lynden; and Samuel. of near Bran tfo rd. 
John Stewart settled on Lot 25 in May, 18H, but his father-in- 
law had taken up the same lot in the year 1S:-ro. The Har- 
bottle family set tied on Lot 26, 4th Con., in ]841. 'Villiam 
Atkins settled on the corner of Lot 24 in the ard Con., started 
a blacksmith shop, and has done a good business ever since. 
The late \Vm. Henderson came to Canada from Scotland some- 
where about the veal' 1841 01 '42, and settled on Lot 23 in the 
5th Con. He occupied the position of Tax Collector for the 
Township for a great number of years, and was a man that 
was highly respected in the township. His son William owns 
the old homestead, and his son Thomas owns a farm just south 
of the old homestear1, and is one of the Deputy-Reeves of the- 
Township at the present time. The Rutherford family came 
in ahout the year 18-U, from Scotland, and settled on Lot 22 in 
the :-kd Con., his family all settling around him. Wm. Ireland 
came in in 18t2 and settled on Lot 23, in the ;-kd Con. His son 
John is living on the old homestead, and another son, Thomas.. 
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WILLIA:\I HEXDEHðO
. 
Born at Twisle, Xorthumberland, England, in 1810. Came to Canada 
in 18
5, and settled at Ancaster. During Canadian rebellion car- 
ried despatches between Ancaster and Hamilton. ltemoved for 
a time to West 
19souri but settled in Beverl)- in 18J5. on the farm 
on which he lived till his death on Oct. lith, 1887. "-as tax,col- 
lee tor of Beverly for 29 }-ears; was one of the first directors of the 
Township Agricultural Society, and Prcsident quite a number of 
years: was an elder in the \\Test Flamboro' Presbytcrian Church 
over 50} ears, 'tnd was always a staunch and actin) Libcral in 
politics. 
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was drowned in Dundas a few years ago. At 
 date we 
think in the year 183-1-. the Riddle family settled on Lot No. 
2-1, in the :>th Concession; this was a large family and has heen 
identified with the affairs and the settlement about Rockton 
from its ear'ly history. Lot 26, in the 3rd Concession, was taken 
up by one 'Varld, but sold out to Edward Cook, the pr
sent 
owner. The Lots 28 and 29 by the CorllelI family. who in turn 
sold out to the Hugill's. these lots were taken np first in 1816, 
these lots were noted like many other parts of Beverly for the 
fine pine. and Hugill built and run a saw mill for many years. 
Lot 3J.. in the 3rd Concession, was taken up by one H<:trding, 
afterwal'ds it was purchased by Joseph Smith. but is owned at 
the pl'esent time by one of the Jones family, Lot 2:>, in the 31'(1 
Concession, was taken up by JohlJ Dunn, and is owned by John 
)IcGinty at the present time, his son Owen lives on Lot 21, it 
was taken up by Joseph Leeman. Lot 28 was takeu up by a 
man by the name of Hunter, but Alex. 
ickle settled upon it 
soon afterwards. The farm that Andrew Hunter now ]h-es 
upon, Lot 30, was taken up by his father at an early date. Lot 
30, in the 3rd Concession, the farm that George Patterson owns. 
was taken up at an early day by Adam Ainsley, at one time of 
Galt, he sold to .John Scott. of Galt, who In turn sold to 
Patterson. 
'Ve were informed by Mr. John Stewart, of near Rockton, 
that although the Dundas and 'Vaterloo Stone Hoad was hegun 
in 1837, that it was not completed any farther than Rockton in 
18-12, and that be helped to buiJd the road west of Rockton in 
the year 18-15, and that a man by the name of Henslewood had 
the contract fOJ' the first two miles al10ve the village, and that 
the contracts for the next two miles west wer'e taken by 
l\Ic)lanamy, father of John )1c)1anamy, Esq., of near Rockton. 
and one Patrick Crian, the latter family we believe have all 
moved away from these parts many 
years ago and went west 
to )lichigan. 
'Ve now take up another settlement just east of the Rock- 
ton section, that has been known for many years as the Sodom 
road. )1rs. Cornell and I took a drive through that section the 
other day, and cert:tinly we could not wish to see a finer section 
of country. This road lies in the 3rd Concession and is some- 
what winding in its direction, although bearing east until it 
strikes the Brock Road north of the village of Gr'eensville. 
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Lot 32, in the 3rd Concession, was settled upon in 1800 or 7 by 
Richar'd Decker. The place at that time was nearly all bush, 
there was only about five acres cleared upon Mr. Decker's place 
at that time, he had traded 100 acres for it on Long Point land, 
at that time being of little value. After )11'. Decker's death, 
which took place some years ago , it fell into the hands of his 
son, Peter, who at the age of 71 years still resides upon it. Lot 
33, in the 3rd Concession, the place where Charles Patterson 
now lives, was bought somewhere near ]800, by "\Vm. Mann, 
grandfather of Peter' Decker, from a soldier's wife, for the sum 
of fifteen dollars. He neKlected to get his deed from the 
woman, and she traded the farm again, this time for a bottle 
of brandy, so he lost the land and the fifteen dollars. 
The first church that was built in this section was known 
as the Brown Church, and was built by five different denomi- 
nations. The next church built was put up at Patterson's Cor- 
ners, and was used for ten or twelve years, when the present 
brick church was built. Rev. )11'. Foreman is the pastor at 
present. The first rninistel that we can lea!'n of going into 
that section to preach was the Rev. John A. Vornell, of Sheffield, 
whom we mentioneù in our first letter. He preached in 1\11'. 
Decker"s house, for at that time the nearest church was at 
Copetown, and when the people went they generally walked, 
mo
t of the road heing through the bush. The school that the 
children of these first settlers attended was out at Christie's 
Corners, a distance of 2ï miles, through woods and O\-er creeks 
and maJ'shes. The first school house was built in this section 
111 1';-12, on Lot 3-1-, in the 3rd Concession, on the farm now 
owned by 'Villiam Brow.n, and the first teacher was one John 
Shelton. Later on the school was moved on to 1\11'. Decker's 
fa.r'm, and then after a few years a new school house was built 
on George Patterson's farm. Aruong the teachers who taught 
in this section was the late Alex. Bell, sr. 
The north half of Lot :-m was settled on by a man named B. 
Black. Aftel'\vards a man by the name of John' Young lived 
upon it, but at present it is owned by George 'Veatherstone. 
Lut 29 in the 3rd Con., was taken up by Geori{e Bessie, who 
sold it to Andrew Jones, but afterwards bought part of it back 
again. This he sold to Adam Ainsley, who built a saw mill 
upon it, which he ran for a short time and then sold out to one 
Hall. Hall sold the property to James Scott, who in turn sold 



THE ROUKTON LETTER. 


115 


it to George Patterson, the present owner. The south half of 
Lot 36, near the town line, was first taken up by B. Skinner, 
who sold it to Rily, of Dundas, and who in turn sold to Abram 
Haines. There were 30 acres of the same lot settled upon by 
a man by the name of Tralow. This man dying, the land was 
afterwards sold to James Corm'II, but is now owned by the 
widow of one Lawson. 
Richard Decker was the first settler in that Sodom road 
section, so that the Decker family can claim to be the first 
pioneers of that section, although they had not been there very 
long before others came in, among whom was John T. Smith 
on Lot 39. Andrew 'Vhiteselllocated first on Lot 33; he sold 
out to James Crooks, who in turn sold out to James Deary, 
afterwards going up to near Sheffield. 
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THE \VESTOVER LETTER. 


T HE Village of '\Vestover is situated on the 6th Conces- 
sion in the Township of Beverly, and contains a popula- 
tion of about seventy-five inhabitants. There is a very 
good business done for the size of the place. There is a general 
store well filled with a good stock to meet thp requirements of 
a country trade, the business being carried on by James l\Iills, 
with the assistance of hi
 eldest S0n '\Villiam. 1\11'. Mills also 
carries on farming to some extent. He came to '\Vestover 
about twenty-three years ago, and has always been looked up- 
on as one of the live men of the place. 
\Vestover also contains two blacksmith shops, one of which 
is empty at present, but thp other is run by James )IcDonald. 
who does a good trade. There are two waggon shops, one be- 
ing vacant, and in the other Lemuel Shaver does a good deal 
of repairing, 
Mr. James McDonough is another live man of the place. 
He lives a little to the west of the village, and runs a saw mill 
and makes lath and shingles, in addition to having a farm of 
two hundred acres. 
""hile at 'Vestover we called to t:.ee old :Mrs. Purdy, mother 
of Thomas and Hugh Purdy. She is ninety-four years of age 
and quite smart. The school house is situated. about one-half 
mile north of the village, and was built in the year 1810. A 
man by the name of shaw was one of the first teachers, and 
J ames Swinton is the present teacher. There are two churches 
in the place, one a Baptist and the other a )Ietbodist. The 
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Baptist Church has a membership of about eighty, and the 
:l\lethodist of about forty. The present Baptist minister is the 
Rey. 1\'11'. Bracken, and the Í\Iethodist incumbent is the Rev. 
1\11'. Truax. Among the early Methodist Ministers was the Rev. 
John l\lcLean. John Gow runs a tailoring establishment in the 
place. 


I have now come to the end of my history, and think that 
I can do no better than say at the end what I said at the begin- 
ning :-How these few scattered families, shut up in an almost 
unbroken forest , succeeded in mastering the difficulties and 
surmounting the many obstacles that lay in their way, I sup- 
pose will never he told. They are dead, and the secret died 
with the last one of them that crossed the chilly waters. If 
they had faults, why remember them; if they made mistakes, 
why repeat them? No, let us rather extol their virtues, and 
as we stand beside their graves and look at the great inheri- 
tance they have left to their children and children's children 
and to the stranger, let us say, .. Peace to their ashes." 
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THE l\IU
ICIP AL HISTORY. 


A FTER I had written a few of the letters relating to the' 
" Pioneers of Beverly," quite a number of the residents 
and also formf'r residents of the Township requested me 
after finishing said letters to collect them and have them pub_ 
lished in book form as a history of the early settlement of the 
Township of Beverly, that the children of those early settlers 
might have a record of some of the struggles of their forefath- 
ers in those early times. After assenting to that request, I 
thought that such a book would be deficient if it did not con- 
tain a .l\1unicipal History of the Township, For aid in that line 
I applied to '\Vallace 
IcDonald, Esq., who has been a resident 
of the Township ïor over fifty years, and has been connected 
with the municipal affairs of the Township for over thirty 
years, to write me a shod history of the municipal institutions 
of Beverly. He kindly consented to comply with my request. 
and the following is the fulfilment of his promise. 


1\1 R. JOHN A. CORNELL, 
Author of" The Pioneers of Beverly." 
SIR,-Ill compliance with your request I will endeavor to 
furnish you with a sort of Municipal History of the Township 
of Beverly, hut you must not look for too much from me. You 
must bear in mind that our municipal affairs prior to 18;:)0 were 
conducted in a very simple or short form manner, and the 
,record of what was done was kept in a simple and imperfect 



THE 
ILXICIP AL HISTORY. 


119 


style, so that the source from which [ can dra
 information 
outside of my own memory or knowledge in the matter is not 
very great. Therefore, if my story should turn out to he not 
as full as you looked for, you will please make a liheral allow- 
ance. 
The Township of Beverly is supposed to contain 70,200 acres, 
and from east to west is fully nine miles and from north to 
south ahout H mlle
. The population of t he Township in the 
year 182.
 was 725; in 18-12, was 2,9"22; in 1852, was 5,620; in 1861 
was 6,::J.'i9; in 1871, was 5,R03; in 1881 was 5,230. I gather this 
inform'ltion for the years 18"2,'5 and 1842 from documents in thp 
County Clerk's office in Hamilton, and the parties who took 
the census in 182.3 were Barney .Markle and James H. )Iarkle, 
and for 1842 .Tames Hendprson. The paper for 1812 from which 
I got my information contains :t great amount of other infor- 
mation, such as the number of persons belonging to different 
denominations of religion, a full report of agrIcultural pro- 
ducts, etc.. and the sheet of paper containing the same is nine 
feet long and fixe feet in width. The infornmtion for 1832, 
1861, Ib71 and 1881 I got from books and returns in my own 
possession. By the above returns you will notÌf'e that since l
ôl 
our numbers have heen getting less; I cannot account for the 
falling off. No doubt a large majority of thf' inhahitants are 
agriculturists and the land is all taken up and settled on, there- 
fore we cannot expect the population to increase like a newly 
settled township or a flourishing village or town, and as I find 
our assessment roll increasing ypar after ypar I thin k our n um- 
bpI's should not dëcrease. I am afraid that the census for lR61 
or 1881 has not beec taken accurately. 
The assessment rolls of the township seem to have been 
well cared for; I can't say what year the first assessment was 
made, but I have now in my possession the rolls from 1820 
down to the present time, and in the county clerk's office in 
Hamilton can be seen the assessment rolls for 1816, 1818 and 
18UJ. I notice in the municipal history of the Township of 
'VaterIoo that the oldest a8sessment roll that can be found is 
for the year 18-18-fnrty years ago. Beverly can furnish rolls 
for 72 years hack. I have made out a copy of the assessment 
for Beverly for 1816, as I have no doubt many readers will 
like to see it. It is on one sheet of paper, or onp page. Hize 
about 17 inches by 25. The assessors, names are John .:\Ieriam 
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and Isaac Blasdell. Please notice that in lS16 it required two 
assessor..; to Ulake out an I::LsseS
tuent roll of one page only and 
60 names , whereas one assessor for 1888 made out a roll of 
sixt y-four pages of 19
 ÏlH'hes by 31, and containing over 1500 
nallles; and the roll for 1889 will he still larger and contain 
more names. I can't say what the salary was for Un6, but for 
1HRR it was $136. 
* 


Prior to 1850 the mode of electing township officers was as 
foHows: On the first )Ionday in J an uary in each year the 
elf'ctors met at, sOllle central place, generally at some hotel, or 
in hont of some hotel for the crowd was out in the open air. 
These meetings were mostly held' at Rockton, sometimes at 
)Ir. l\IcVenn's hotel, three miles east of Rockton, where ::\lr. 
Robiwwn, thf' hlacksmith. now lives, and sometim
s at what 
was in early times called the "Bush Tavern," situated in front 
of lot H, conces
ion 3. wherf' 1\1r. Emerson Clement now lives. 
On the day these meetings were held, when it came about 11 
o'clock some one was appointf'd to act as chairman. Then the 
next act was to elect a township clerk. That done the clerk 
took his place at a window inside of the hotel so to be comfor- 
table to do the necessary writing. The lower sash of the win- 
dow was raised and the chairman stood outside and called out 
for nominations for certain officers, which was responded to by 
the electors pl'f'Sent with alacrity, and all voting at such elec- 
tions was done hy a show of hands or a division of the electors, 
right and left, and the chairman reported to the clerk at the 
window the result of each vote as disposed of by the electors. 
At the close of the meeting a vote was always taken where 
the next town meeting was to be held. 
Rules and regulations were also made or passed relating to 
fences, also horses, cattle. sheep and swine running at large, etc. 
In order for you to form a more correct idea of the husiness 
done at the town meetings I think I can't do better than fur- 
nish you a ('opy of the lllinutes of one of such meetings. I will 
copy from the year ]S3G, \vhich is as follows: 
Beverly, January 4th, 1836. 
John A, Gornell, Chairman of Town ::\Ieeting. 
Samuel Congo, Town Clerk. 
John A. Cornell, ì 
Adam Thompson, J 
 Board of Commissioners. 
George Hall, 
John Shaver, Assessor and Collector. 
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P ATH:\lASTERS.- \Villiam Oliver, Charles 
lcKilligan, John 
Main, \Villiam Anderson, James :\IcQl1een, John Fairgl'ove, 
Thomas Young, Eli \Vhite8ell, Abraham D. Rosen herger, Adam 
Markle", Benjamin Beemer, Jonas Loveless, Lent Munson, 
Aaron Cornell, \Villiam Colt:'man, .:\Ioses Cornell, Jonathan 
Blasdell, Andrew Camp, Joseph Lehm'ln, Robert Riddle, 
Daniel Cornell, Benony Cornell, Gilhert C. Field, Benony Van- 
sickle, John \Vestover, Aaron Cornell, the elder, Joseph 
Shewctt, :\Iatthew Camp, Amos Dakin, john Fonger, John 
Armstrong, \Valter Robinson, Jephtha Skinner, Lewis \Vood, 
Patrick Heffron, Hohert Yalens. 
POU
D KEEPERs.-Daniel Cornell, George Jones, David 
Mulholland, Nelson Burley, James Cook, Benonv Vanskkle, 
J"onathan Shaver. 
The decision of the town meeting is in favor of having the 
money granted hv the government for roads expended by the 
Board of Commissioners for the Township in eighteen thirty- 
six. 
THE LAW RESPECTI
G FE
CEs.-Fences to he four feet 
high exclusive of stake and riders, not to be more than four 
inches between the three first rails, 
No horses to be free commoners , horned cattle known to be 
unruly not to run at large. 
Hogs uuder six months old not free ('ommoners ; over six 
months old free unle<;s they break through a lawful fence. 
Boars not free commoners. No rams to run at large after 
the fil'st of September until the fifteenth of November. If any 
should be found l'unning at large within that time the same to 
be forfeited and the owner liahle to pay a fine of ten shillings. 
The above is a copy of the minutes of the town meeting' held 
on the ,!th day of J an uary, 1836. 
The book they are copied from is of foolscap size and con- 
tains two quires of paper. The book contains the minutes of 
town meetings from 183ü to ]850. The latter part of the hook 
is taken up with entries made of stray cattle, horses, sheep, 
swine, etc. A small portion with records of private parties of 
marks adopted by each one to be made on their stock, where- 
by they would be know in case any dispute should arise as to 
the ownership, and there is still quite a portion of the book in 
blank, nothing written in it at all. Bv this it will he seen that 
the records of those e&.rly times did not require much station- 
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ery, and although some may smile at the short hand or simple 
way the business of those early times was conducted. yet I 
suppose that it answered the purpose for that time as well as 
the pl'esent system does for the present time. And although 
we may think some of the movements of those times would 
not .suit us at the present day, there are others from which we 
might take a lesson. I refer more particularly to the private 
marks for cattle, etc. I don't know whether it was done in 
compliance with a local or Township law, rule or regulation. 
or whether in compJiance with some statutory enactment. it 
was nevertheles
 a good thing and if it were carried out now 
generally it would save many a dispute about the ownership of 
stock; it would be most needed at the plesent time to inden- 
tify sheep and swine more than cattle, although I have known 
several cases come into the division court here, relating to dis- 
putes as to the ownership of cattle, and they were fought 
out very keenly. It these cattle had been mal ked there need 
not have been any dispute. 
The following is a copy of some of the registration of pri- 
vate marks in those early times: 
l\Ir. Thomas Harbottle's mark, a round hole thr,:mgh the 
right ear. 
Mr. Zachariah Odle's mark, a round hole through the left 
ear. 
Mr. Henry Tayer's mark, a slit in both ears. 
Mr. Peter Lees' mark, a slit ir. the under side of the right ear. 
l\h. John Lees' mark, the top of left ear. 
.l\Ir. Samuel Beemer's mark. a crop of the right ear and a 
half penny from the under side of the left. 
l\1r. )Iatthew Bennett's mark, a. hole through each ear. 

Ir. \Vm. Ireland's mark, sheep, a back bit out of the 
right ear, 
In 1812 municipal councils were first introduced, but in a 
diffeIent r:;hape than they are at present. The province was 
divided into districts (see heading of the old assessment roll of 
1816), and each district had a municipal council to manage its 
local affairs. Beverly formed a part of the District of Gore. 
The whole district was composed of the following townships, 
viz.: Ancaster, Barton, Beverly. Binbrook, Brantford, Dum- 
freis, Esquesing, Flamboro' ea.st, Flamboro' west, Glanford, 
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Nassagaweya, Nelson, Oneida, Onondaga, Seneca, Salt fleet, 
Trafalgar. The Townships above named composed what was 
then called the Gore District Council. 
The Township of Dumfries then included what i8 now 
known as North Dumfries, South Dumfries, the town of Galt, 
that portion of the town of ParIS lying north of the Governor's 
Road and the vIllage of Ayr. 
The Township of Brantford then included what is now the 
city of Brantford and that portion of the town of Paris lying 
south of the Governor's Road. 
The Township of West Flamhoro' then included that por- 
tion of what is now the town of Dundas, which lies on the 
north side of the Governor's Road. and the Township of An- 
caster including that portion of what is now Dundas which lies 
on the south side of the Governor's Road. 
Each Township sent two Councillors. Some of the smaller 
townships only sent one. 
At the first meeting of the district Councils when the law 
came into force fir.,t, a ballot was made, the one-third of tbe 
members first electe.d retired at the end ot the first year, one- 
third at the end of the second year, and the remaining third 
served three years. Others were elected to fill up the vacancies 
and after the fi.'st election each Councillor served for three veal's. 
The mode of conducting the business at district Council 
meetings, was similar to the Vounty Council as at present, but 
the business done was what is now done by both the Township 
and County Councils. The district Council system continued 
until 18.30. 
The representatives for Beverly during that term were as 
follows: 
For 18"'2, Walter Robertson and Stephen Nisbet. 
At the ballot at tbe first meeting of the Council, it fell to 
the lot of )lr. Robertson to retire at the end of the first year, 
and for 1\11'. Nisbet to continue the full term of three years. 
Mr. George Jones was elected in 1813 to take the place of Mr. 
Robertson, so that the Councillors for 1843 were Stephen Nisbet 
and Gecrge Jones; for 18t4, Stephen Nisbet and George Jones; 
for L8-1:5, Stephen Nisbet and George Jones; for 1846. Stephen 
Nishet and William Dickson; for 1847, Stephen Nisbet and 
'Villiam Dickson; for 18J8, 'Villiam Dickson and Seth Hol- 
comb; for 18-W, 'Villiam Dickson and Seth Holcomb. 
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In 18.30 the municIpal law was changed, district Councils 
were abolished, and Township Councils and County Councils 
established in lieu thereof. 
Under the new law the Township of Beverly, with many 
others, was divided into five wards, The limits and boundaries 
of each ward for Beverly being- as follows: 
'V ard No.1 comprised the three first Concessions from the 
side road between Lot:,; No. 18 and 19 east to the 'Vest Flam- 
boro' line. 
War'd No, 2 comprióed the three first concessions from the 
side road hetween Lots No. 18 and 19 west to the Dumfries line. 
Ward No.3 comprised the 4th, 6th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 
10th Concessions from the side road between Lots No. 12 and 
13 west to the Dumfries line. 
'Yard No.4 compl'ised the 4th, 3th, 6th, 7th, fìth, 9th and 
10th Concessions from the side road between Lots No. 12 and 
13 east to the side road between Lots No. 2-t and 25. 
'Yard No.5 comprised the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 
10th Concession from the side road hetween Lots No. U and 2.'5 
east to the 'Vest Flamboro' line. 
The old town meeting on tbe first 3Ionday in January was 
done away with and instead of holding a general meeting of 
the whole township a meeting was held in each of the five 
wards on the first Monday in January in each year and each 
ward elected a Councillor, and the five Councillors so elected 
formed the Township Council. 
The mode of electIOn of CouncillOl's was as follows: The 
electors met at. ten o'clock a. m., at some place in the ward ap- 
pointed by by-law of the previous year. A chairman or return- 
ing officer was also appointed by such by-law for each ward of 
the Township. The returning officer so appointed, acting as 
chairman of the meeting, caned for nomination of a fit and 
proper person to act as CouncillOl' for the ward for the year. 
If more than one candidate was nominated, and a poll de- 
manded, then a poll was opened to record the votes polled for 
the several candidates, and the mode of voting at such elections 
was what is commonly known as open voting (the ballot law 
did not come into force until 1876), and continued for two days, 
unless durmg that time a full hour elapsed in which no vote 
was polled. In such a case the returning ofticer could close the 
poll at any time after the expiration of such hour, and declare 
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the result of the election. It was quite a common practice 
when circumstances required it, for the party who was hehind 
in the race to retain voters enough to keep the poll open and 
allow one to votp every hour, and so continue the full two days. 
The five CouncillOl's so elected formed the Township Council. 
They held their fil'st meeting on the third :Monday in J an uary 
each year, The first business done at such meeting was to elect 
a chairman, who was called the Rpeve, and if the municipality 
contained over five hundred resident householders and free- 
holders, to elect also a Deputy-Reeve, and for every additional 
five hundred householders and freeholders, an extra Deputy- 
Reeve. And in 1830 and since that date all municipal officers 
such as CIPI'ks, Treasurers, Assessors, Collectors, Poundkeepers, 
Fenceviewèrs, Pathmasters, etc" etc., are or have been ap- 
pointed by the Coum'il instead of by the electors at the annual 
town meetings as formerly. 
The Reeves /lnd Deputy-Reeves of the several Townships 
or municipalities in the County formed the County Council, 
and held its first meeting each year on the fourth Tuesday in 
January at two o'clock in the afternoon. The Township of 
Beverly sent onE" Reeve and one Deputy-Reeve to the County 
Council from 18.')() to 1806. and from 1867 to the pI'esent time 
one .ßeeve and two Deputy-Reeves. The Deputy-Reeves for 
and after 187-1 were called first Deputy-Reeve and second 
Deputy-Reeve. 
In 1867 the law was changed again whereby the ward 
system was abolished, and the Reeve, Deputy-Reeve and Coun- 
cillors are elected by the general vote, or every elector had a 
voice in the election of each member of the Council, and the old 
system of thE" annual town meeting resusitated, hut called the 
nomination meeting; the said meetings to be held on the last 
Monday of the year (instead of the first :Monday as formerly), 
at 12 o'clock noon, the Township Clerk to act as chairman. If 
more than the necessary numher of candidates are nominated, 
the proceedings to be postpOlwd until the first Monday of the 
year and a poll opened in each polling place in the Township, 
and the result of the election declared the following 'Vednes- 
day. OIW pleasing feature III these annual gatherings now is 
that they are held in the Township Hall. where all is nice and 
comfor
rble, instead of in the oppn air as formerly. 



126 


THE PIONEERS OF BEVERLY. 


I must now draw my epistle to a close, and as in the begin- 
ning I gave you a copy of the assessment roll for 1816, I think 
I should now furnish you with some information to show you 
the progl'ess the township has made from that date to the 
present. To furnish you with a copy of the assessment roll for 
1888, space will not permit, therefore I will give you an abstract 
of the roll for 1888, which is as followlii : 
Total number of resident names on the roll, 1,512; total 
numher of non-resident names on the roll, 22; assessed value 
of real property, $l,üßO , 692 ; assessed value of personal property, 
$122,900; income, $600; number of cattle, 5,088; number of 
sheep, 2,993; number of hogs, 1,736; number of horses , 2,247 ; 
number of acres of woodland, 11,930; number of acres of 
swamp, marsh or waste land, 5,729; number of acres of orchard 
and garden, 1,097; number of acres under fall wheat, 7,ao5. 
I will also furnish you with an abstract of the collector's 
roll for 1888 in school sections, which will give you a large 
amount cf information in a small space. The abstract or statE'- 
ment will explain itself. 
I have also prepared a list showing the names of each mem- 
ber of the Council. Clerk and Treasurer for each year from 1850 
down to the present, 1889, showing also who was Reeve, Depu- 
ty Reeve and Councillors for each of those years. I have also 
prepar'ed another list showing the name of each member of the 
Council from 1830 to 1889, all arranged in alphabetical order, 
showing also the total number of years each one was in the 
Council, the number of years each one held the position of 
Reeve, Deputy Reeve or Councillor, durmg the aforesaid term. 
All of which you will find hereto avnexed. 
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The following table or list, contains the name of each llif'n.- 
bel' of the .Municipal üouncil of the Township of Beverly from 
1831 to 1889, showing also the totalllnmber of years each one 
was in the council; the number (If years Heeve, Deputy-Reeve, 
or Councillor; with their present place of residence, and P. O. 
address, all arranged in <tlphabetical order. 


I
I 
I NUMBER 
 I 
O z . I NAME. OF 
 I Present Residence. P. O. Address. 
YEARS. 
 
I ' -I::-I-!.
 
i
:ji I 
11 Armstrong, Benjamin -!
I::iI
rSt ÆeOrge, Ont , St.
Geor-;- 
2,Bennett, John 8 2 10 Beverly Copetown 
3 Bowman, Joseph 1 1 1 2" Dundas. 
41BigHs, Richard L. 2 11 a Christie 
5lBannen, Richard I 21 2,
\Iichigan, U. S. Langston 
6 Clement, John 7 1 4 .t 131Beverly. ITroy 
7'üornell Jerimiah 1 2 1 1 4" ILynden 
8:Cornell: Thadeus S. ' 1 llcltratford, Ont.IStratford 
9 Cornell, l:kewin I 2 5 7 Beverly. I I Sheffield 
10,CumminH, J(lhn I 2 2 Died in IH67. 
11 Cumming, ehas. I, I;Ga1t, Onto Galt 
12:Dickson, Wm. 1\ 2 1 2 3,Died in 1863. I 
13'Fergl1ss(ln, Archibald 4- 1, 2 71 Be\'erly. I ClYde 
U,Fergusson, Robert 2 1 3 I! 6: " " 
15 Gray, Edwin 11 2 3 ,Valens 
16'Gr'l.Y, Henry 1 11 IFI'f
elton 
17 Holcomb, 
eth 3 1 4jMichigan, U. R. / Grand RaDids 
18' Haines, Alpx. 11 ] Died in 1869. 
19lHerhert, John 1 I I Dead. 
20 Henderson. Thos, S. ' I] 4 5 Beverly, 'Rockton.' 
 
21 J ones, George 1 1 1," I West FlamMra' 
22'Lundy, Dr, J. B. 2 2 Preston, Onto IPreston 
23lLapsley, Claud 1 ] Died in 1886. I 
24)\If'nzies, 'Villiam 3 8 3 H 1 ,BeverJ y . Kirkwall 
25,l\lulholland, Geo. H. 1 1 3 1:>" ITroy 
2D;Malcom, John 3 1 -t,Died in 1882. I 
27 1 l\Ierriam, Wm. C. 1 2 3 1 'Vestminster. Byron 
28l\1cQueen, James 2 1 2 9 Bevf'rly. Kirkwall 
291
IcDonald Wallace 2 3,;J" ,Rockton 
30 , l\Icl\Iullen"John 3: 2 5 Malton, Ont, :Ualton 
311\IcQueen, Thos. 2 7' 1 1;lO'BeverlY. I 'Sheffield 
321l\IcKenzie, Duncan 1 1 Dead. . 
33 Neff, John R. I' 1,l\Ioosomin,N,W T ll\1oosomm 
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I 
81 
NUMBEB ,;:; 1 
NAME. OF 
 present Resillence. P.O, AIlllress. 
Z 1 YEARS. 
 
1_ 1 _1- .1 
I =I


 I 
I>' 
 c= 

:
81
 
31,Nisbet, \Ym. -----'-'- I '
lll
 l\1ichigan,-U. S. Tawas. 
- 
35,Peregrine, David < 2 3 1 ;) Died in 1800. 
36 Patterson, David . 1 3, ! Dundas. Dundas, 
37 Pentland, Robert :2 1 :2 Galt. Galt. 
38 Sager, Malachi, sr. 11 1, 5 Beverly. ITroy. 
39 Smith, .James 1313 Died in 188,,t 
40 Thompson, Robert I 6 6 Beverly., Lynden. 
41 V alens, .John 1 11 " IV al&ns. 
42 \V ood, Peter I I 8 1 -1 \ 12 Brantford. Brantford. 
43 \Vestover, .John :2 2 Died in 1862. I 
!!'\Yood, .John P. 2 2 Beverly. ,Troy. 
I I I 


By the above list you will see that 4! persons have ruled mun. 
icipal affairs of Bevprly for the last -to years, 10 of whom were 
in council but 1 year, seven 2 years, four 3 years, five 4 years, 
seven;) years, two 6 years, two 7 years, one 9 years, two 10 
years, and one 12, one for 13, one for 14 and one for 15 years, 
respecti vel y. 
Ten of the said 44 are dead, thirteen have left the township 
and twenty-one are still residents. If we go back to 18.!:! (the 
commencement of our municipflJ system), we have only to add 
two names to the above list, \"Ïz.: \Yalter Robertson and 
Stephen Nisbet. The others have been in the council since 
1850. and are included in the ahove list. Messrs Robertson an:1 
Nisbet are botb dead some years ago. And from the com- 
mencement in 1842, down to the present time, but one bye- 
election has been required to fill a vacancy caused by death, 
viz., in 1863 to fill the vacancy caused by the death of \Vm. 
Dickson. 


Your humble servant, 
\Y ALL.ACE 
IcDON ALD. 


Rockton, February, 1889. 
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l\1any Beverly residents will be surpdsed to know there is 
extant a complete assessment roll of that Township as far back 
as the year 1816. The roll is too voluminous to republish, but 
a short summary of it is givpn. In the early times the country 
was not divided into counties but into districts, of which there 
were the Eastern district, dist'rict of Johnstown, Midland dis- 
trict, distrIct of Newcastle, Home district, Nia
ara district, 
district of London, and Western district. The names on the 
Home district, in which Beverly was, are Jas. Wedge, Enoch 
Cornell, Jas. Middough, Henry Babcock, John Cornell, Au
us- 
tus Babcock, Robt. Emes, Henry Moore, Jacob Sipes, sr., Jonas 
Sipes, John McCarter, Jacob Sipes, jr., Jas. McCarter, Eleanor 
l\Iain, Adam Main, Jonas Smith, John l\Iain, Joseph Cornell, 
Philip l\IaiJ.1, Samuell\luma, John Colman, John Larison, Wm, 
Wedge, Philip Will, Elizabeth .:\lanning, Geor
e Buckberry, 
Arent Vi\-oman, John Hamel , John Buckberry, jr., John 
Buckberry, sr., Isaac Shaver, Enos Griffith, \Vm. Rosebrook, 
Eleaznor Griffith, Satpuel Fasset, Hannah Griffith, Josiah Mc- 
Keane, Zechariah Warner, Jepthu Skinner, Jacob Cope, 
Joshua Cope, Henry Cope, Thos. Cope, Conrad Cope, Rinpar 
Vansickle, Moses Cornell, Andrew Jones, John Vansickle, sr., 
John Vansickle, jr., Benj. Cornell, Elias Baker, Burjep Baker, 
John L, Smith, Andrew Whitsell, Richard Decker, Nicholas 
Surel'us, Samuel Cornell, David Shannon, John Merriam and 
Isaac Blasdell. 
The foregoing settlers owned amongst them in the Home 
district 50,779 acres of uncultivated land, and 1,371 acres of 
arable pasture or meadow, while Robert Emes owned 100 acres 
of unculti\"ated land in the district of London. Elizabeth l\lan- 
nin
 and Arent Vivoman owned in Niagara district, respec- 
tively, 1:>0 acres of uncultivated, and 30 acres of meadow, and 
100 acres of uncultivated and 10 of arable land. 
The number of houses, square or hewed timber on two 
sides, one storey, was 12; houses with additional fireplaces, 1; 
houses of trimmed timber, one storey, 4; saw mills, 1; horses 
at 3 Veal'S old and upwards, 16; oxen at 4 years old and up- 
wards, ill; milch cows, 124; cattle from 2 veal'S to -! years, 45. 
The total assessment was .t':!,237, and the taxes were .ß17, 
8s., 2td. 
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EARLY EDUCATIO
AL HISTORY. 


MR. JOHN A. CORNELL, 
SIR,-In sef'king to comply with y()ur request for a short 
letter from me, dealing with the early history of Education in 
this Township, I shall endeavor to be brief, and at the same 
time general in my Rtatements. 
The notices of the earliest schools, in the various localities, 
referred to in the letters that have already appeared, relieve 
me of the greater part of what would othprwise have been my 
lot to deal with, and which are more ()f local than of general 
interest. If I rightly understood you, the ground to be covered 
by this letter was to extend from my earliest recollectionR of 
school matters, down to the passing of the Act of 1871, leading 
features of which were the abolition of the office of Township 
Superintendent and making free school compulsory-the Cúun- 
ty Inspector taking the place ()f the Township Superintendent. 
In order to make intelligible what I may hereafter refer to 
it will be necessary for me to give a brief sketch of the school 
le
islation of this Province from the time when it began to 
assnme the form of a systf'matic attempt to provide for the 
education of the youth of the country. From an early period 
in the present century grants of public money were made for 
the purposes of education and the establishment of schools. 
In 1816 a sum of fifteen hundred pounds or $6000 was set 
apart for that object. These grants reppated from time to 
time to time, failed to secure proppr returns owing to the fact 
that they were expended wii:hout reference to any gpneral 


. 
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plan or anv well defined basis of appropriation, the Education 
Bill of 18:37, was the first attempt at a systematic organization 
.of tlw educational in!o'titutions of this country. So far as the 
Common Schools were concerned, that .act provided for the 
annual appr'opl'iation of 
15.000 for the use of the Common 
Schools of the Prodnce, and that whenever the permanently 
a\'a.ilahle School Fund of this Province should arw)Unt to the 
sum of .i:lO,OOO per' annum, the Governor should appoint a 
Prodncial Superintendent of Common Schools, who should 
annually report to the Legislatures ot the Province, respecting 
the condition of the schools, estimates and accounts of expen- 
ditm>es of school money, plans for the improvement, manage- 
ment and. better organization of the schools, and all matters 
cognate thPTeto. The local machinery pre-existing or created by 
that Act, consists first, of what were called district officers, 
the term "District" being the equivalent of our term "Sec
ion." 
These official" were, a Clerk, three Trustees and a Collector. 
These Trustees were elected annually: the duties of the Clerk 
were to call nH'etings,keep a recorll of proceedings,and of all re- 
ports made hy the Trustees of his district, to the commissioners 
of the township, The powers and duties of the Trustees was to 
call special meetings uf the ratepayers. Make out a tax list 
to attach theil> warrant to such list, empowering the collector 
for t11P district to collect the same. To lease or purchase sites 
for school houses, to build lease, repair and furnish such school 
houses, ont of funds paid to them by Government or collected 
by them, to have the custody and safe keeping of all school 
property, to contract with teachers, to pay teachers from the 
moneys receiv{'(l from Government through the commissioners 
and to collect the balance, if any, from all parties in their 
district liable therpfor. They had the power to pay teachers 
quarter'lv, collect moneys quarterly, exempt indigent persons 
at their discretion, to supervise the school list kept by the 
teachers, to form rate bills and to authorize the collector 
nnder their warrant to collect the same, and prior to the first 
day of l\larch in each year to report in writing to the com- 
missioners tor the township. 
The other officials and three commissioners and three in 
spectors, elected by the aunnal township meeting, and holding 
office for one year. These commissioners, on their acceptance 
of offi(
e, were re'luired to give bonds for double the amount of 



THOMAS S, HE
DEn:-;OS, 
Born in Wcst Nis
ouri. Oxf,ml County. in l84
, 
('anlP to Bcvcrly with his fathpr in 1SH and ha!'l lived therf' pycr sinec, 
Township ('ounciJ]nl'Ìn ISíi4. '85, '87, '88 
\Vas elp('t ('rl Sc('onrl J)('pu ty Hl'c\'(, fOJ' 188!), 
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money passing- through their hands. Their powers and duties 
were :-To divide their townships into school districts, describe 
and number the same, and report such divisions and such dis- 
criptions to the Township Clerk, apply to, and receive from 
the DIstrict Tt'easurer and Township collector all sums appor- 
tioned or raised fOl' s('hool purposes, and to apportion the 
same on the first day of AprIl in each year, or within ten days 
of tbeir receiving thf> fun amount of such monf:>Ys, and to 
repor't in writing to the Clerk of the Pea('p for the district 
between the first day uf July and the fil'st day of Octoher in 
each year. The Clerk of the Township by virtue of his office 
was Clerk of the Commissioners, they being endowed with cor- 
porate powers enabling them to acquire, hold or sen property 
for school purposes. The three Inspectors together with these 
Commissioners, or nny th1'ce of them, were Township School 
IllspectOt's, their powers and duties were: 1st, the examination 
of candidates for teacher's certificates; 2nd, the licensing such 
candidates to teach; Rrd, the annulling or cancelling such ceet.i- 
ficates; 4th, calling for a re-examination of those holding- 
certificates; 5th, to visit the schools under their charge once a 
year, or as frequently as they might see fit; or to summarize, 
these Inspectors were required to hold a valid meeting, for ex- 
amining and licensing a teacher, the signatures of three of them 
were required to make a certificate valid, the Coni missioners by 
virtue. of the office were Inspectors under the terms of the 
Act, the teachers were to be examined and have their certi- 
ficates renewed annually, the fnspectors were bound to visit 
and inspect each school at least once a year, these Inspectors 
were to be allowed such remuneration as the annual meetIng- of 
the Township might decide. Such is a brief descriptio
 of the 
local machinery of our s('hool system, its powers and dutIes, at 
the time of my earliest recollection. Before proceeding to de- 
tails, let me trace briefly the succeeding chang-es in the system 
down to 1830, when it may be said to have bpen placed on its 
resting basis. l\1any defects were discovered in practical wOl.k- 
ing of the Act, to which I have referred and the results were 
far from satisfactory. 
In is-ll the :::;ecretary of the Pl'Ovince, 8, B. Harrison, in- 
troduced and succeeded in passing a measure providing for the 

ranting of money to each County, upon the condition of such 
County raising an equal amount by Local Assessment. That 
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was strong opposition to the principle of that Act, and the 
workin
 of its details required modification, and in 18-1.1 the 
Hon. F. Hincks brou
ht in a hill which became law, and very 
much simplified and popularized tbat measure. By that Act 
the Secretary of the Provinc
 became Chief Superintendent of 
Education, in the dischar ge of his duties he was assisted by 
two subordinates. In lW the office of Chief Superintendent 
was offered to Egerton Ryerson, and accepted by him in the 
autumn of the same year, on condition (1) that it should in 
its administration constitute a separlttedistrictand non-political 
department, (2) that he should be allowed one year's absence in 
order that he might visit and examine into the European and 
American School Systems. The request was granted. and 18-t5 
was spent in investigating the constitution and working of 
these systems. and in 18-t6 the results were embodied in a repor 
on a system of Elementary Instruction for (Tpper Canada, 
and a Draft Bill which was introduced into the Le
islati'Ve 
Assemhly by the Hon. "V. Draper, then Attorney-General, and 
which became law in 18-t6. This was followed in a few months 
by a Draft Bill for establishing a system of schools in cities and 
incorporated towns, introduced by the Hon. J. H. Cameron 
and became law in 1847. These two Acts with the modifica- 
tioions and changes which experience suggested, were incor- 
porated in one Act, which was introduced by the Hon. F. 
Hincks, Inspector-General, and became law in ]850, and which 
introduced the option of free schools, which feature of the 
system existed until the passage of the Act of 1871. made free 
schools compulsory. 


Havin
 thus briefly sketched the history of our school 
legislation from 1&17 to 1850, and noted a few of the changes in 
the school law of our Province, I shall now r'efer to SOme of 
my earliest recollections of the working of our schools under 
the Acts previously referred to. 1st, as to the adminis- 
trators of the law and those having jurisdiction over the Town- 
ship, and as I write largely from memory I am liahle to cor- 
rection, the Commissioners and Inspectors whose names are 
familiar, were George Jones, W. HalJ, Robert Thompson, James 
Henderson, James McQueen and John Frier. And as these 
officials were elected annually by the Township meetin
, I am 
not prepared to say who of them were Inspectors, or who were 
Commissioners, 01' how lon
 they held office, the only docu- 
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mentary evidence that I have seen is very short, and has 
reference to the purchase by the Trustees of this section, of the 
log church, to he used as a school and the application to the 
payment of the same, of the $60 which this district had received 
from Government, for the purpose of putting' up a school house, 
which house has been put up, but. remained unfinished, and 
which after the purchase of the church was sold to a private 
party, and is stiJI in existence and is used as a horse stable. 
The document referred to hears date July 1st, 1843, grants the 
consent of the Commissioners to the appropriation of the $60 
to the purchase of the huilding referred to, and is signed by 
James Henderson as Chairman of Commissioners. 


I have a recollecton of the visits of these officials to the 
school in this district, more especially the three last named. 
The late John Armstrong, as Clerk of the Township. was by 
virtue of his office Clerk of the Commissiollers. So long as 
these officials have a place in our school system, the only other 
officials of whose presence in the school in these eally days 
I have any recollection of were Patrick Thornton, of Dundas, 
Gore District Inspector up to 1849; and Dr. Mullen, Township 
Inspector. In which years theöe visits were made I am not 
prepared to say. 1\11'. Thornton's last report. which is very 
brief, at least the extracts from It are, is found in the Chief 
Superintendent's report for 1849. The extract consists of a 
complaint of the un workableness of the existing law, and ex- 
presses the hope that due attentIOn will be g'iven to its amend- 
ment during legislature. I have a distinct recollection of the 
venerable appearance of the District Superintendent and of 
his efforts to show how the limited appliances for carrying on 
the work of the school could be turned to the hest ac
ount. 
The name of Dr. l\Iullen I have not found in any document to 
which I have access. I rem em bel' at least two occasions on 
which he visited this school. once in company with Mr. 
Thornton and once alone. I have still in my possession the 
first work on Geography which I ever saw, and which was pre- 
sented to me hy the Dr. on the occasion of his second visit. I 
rem em bel' him as a kindly man anxious to gain the confidence 
and conciliate the good will of the children; perhaps that book 
has something to do with my recollections of him personally. 
Uf the teachers of those days a good deal might be said, not to 
their ad\Tantag'e as regards mental ability. capacity to teach. 


. 



HO 


THE PIONEERS OF BEVERLY. 


previous training or moral habits. J prefer only to say that 
they serve their day, they filled a place for which there were 
no other available applicants, and considering their circum- 
stances and surroundings, the primitive state of society, the 
paucity of educational appliances, the poverty of school ac- 
commodation, some of them did well, and held the fort till 
hrighter days dawned on the profes<:ion, and the worthless 
were weeded out by death 01 dismissal. There were among 
them men who, considering all things, were successful teach- 
ers; men who kept pace with the times, who overcame the 
difficulties of early days. kept themselves ahreast with the 
changes of the school law, and honorablv ended their days in 
the active work of the profession. :\Iy recollections of them as 
a class are of men in or past the middle of life; few of them, or 
hardly any of them were men trained for the profession. 
l\Iany of thf'm were men who failed in everything else, and 
there did exist to a greater or less extent in many minds the 
idea that almost anyone was good enough to teach. 
Of the school houses themselves, as a r'ule they were very 
primithTe in the manner and material of their construction, 
and very diminutive in their dimensions. All or nearly all 
were log buildings so far as [ was acquainted with them' 
Some of them were hewn log buildings, and were better lighted 
than those of an earlier date. The one in this distriet, to 
which I have already referred, and two other adjoining ones 
were hewn log houses. Some of these buildings were turnished 
wi
h shutters for which there was very little room dnd far less 
need. These buildings were typical of the township school 
houses of that period; of external accommodation 1 in most 
cases there was none except what the fence sides or the 
neighhoring woods afforded; of internal fur'niture nnd appli- 
ances there was hut a meagre supply of a most heterogeneous 
character; the heating was generally by means of stoves, and 
the full nearly all green wood, the only exception being when 
there happened to be a quantity remainding over from thf' 
preceding year, the supply was very uncertain, at least as far 
as its delh-ery was concer'ned. The act of 1837 provided that 
when no tax was levied for that purpose it ::5hould be furnished 
by the parents or guardians of the district at a certain quanti- 
ty for each pupil sent from each home, and sometimes the 
spirit moved the man who had it, to bring dry pine, and while 
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it lasted we could always get heat in a hurr.y, but it was poor 
at staying. 
Sometimes another brought green maple or beech, and un- 
loaded it amid the snow. \,V oodsheds ! they were never 
thought off in these days or if thought of at all, they were con- 
sidered superfluities, at least in cOllllPction with school houses. 
It taxed the patience and tried the temper to get the fire agoing 
on some of these mornings when the only available fuel 
happened to be a foot or two heneath the snow. Sometimes 
there was a failure in the connection between the deliveries of 
variou5 parents or guardians. And then, the rails that had 
got off the fence in search of a warm placp- for winter, got a 
warmer place than they bargained for. And sometimes too, 
the supply was drawn in in logs which the man who brought 
them intended to cut in time but failed to do so, and then the 
teacher himself or the boy who thought himself tbe most com- 
petent, mounted th
 log with a borrowed axe and chopped the 
required supply, while the rest romped outside or shivered in- 
side as the weather permitted or necessitated, while it was 
just as well for the man who dl ew the logs, that he was out of 
sight and 110t within hearing; but we outlived it all. Then 
there were the seats and desks. 'V ell they were unlike any- 
thing that evpr existed before then, thev were without any 
contemporary resemblance and nothing like them has appeared 
since. They were unique-sometimes you faced the wall some- 
times your back was to the wall, if room was scarce and it was 
often scarce in those days. They were long slanting desks 
against the wall, and a long backless form 011 which we were 
seated. A back to this form would have been at once a comfort 
and an inconvenience, as every time we got up or sat down we 
had to get out over and in over the same form and while seated 
were wedged in between two others and if one were weaker 
than the others we took just what space tl:1ey were wiIIing to 
allow us. Sometimes the desks were double and we sat facing 
each other over the intervening ridge. Another teacher who 
could keep the pupils under his or he!' eye had to look more 
than one way at the same time, while at the same timf it pre- 
cluded the pupil from ascertaining the whereabouts of the 
teacher, until he was visited with a startling evidence of his 
proximity. Then there were the Text Books. Well it is difficult 
to speak of what had uò existence in the sense in which we 



H2 


THE PIONEERS OF BEVERLY. 


use the term. The writer had no ground of complaint on that 
score, the entire absence of all such books compelled the use of 
the only available book, viz. the Bible. And the acquisition of 
Bible knowledge in those early years has been of life long bene- 
fit to the writer and to others who shared the advantage with 
him. Blackboards! Their day was then in then in the dis- 
tance, its dawn was not even discernable in tbe distant horizon, 
their advent was contemporary with the intmduction of the 
Irish National series of readers. The one came to stay, the 
other served its day, good readers they were. 
The" Boarding Round" of the teacher was another feature 
of these early days. It at least compelled the personal ac- 
quaintance of the teacher wIth every parent in the section. 
The length of his sojourn in each home was a certain given 
period for each mem bel' of that family attending school, and 
when he got to the end of the list he just commenced again and 
was 
enerally there as soon as he was welcome. Sometimes 
the teacher did a little collecting of salary on the Rate Bill part 
of it. An incident in that connection was related to the writer 
a short time ago. The individual relating it belonged in his 
young day
 to an adjoining section, but owing to the school be- 
ing closed he had gone to attend the pchool in the next section. 
When he had been there two weeks a riot occured in the school 
followed hy the dismissal of the teacher, a.nd the closing of the 
school; sometime after a rather "seedy" looking individual 
made his appearance at the home of the individual referred to. 
He came in without knocking and sat down without invitation 
and after a short pause began by saying that he believed that 
there was a" Yark sheeling about this house belonging to him. 
His demand was explained by his claim for the two weeks that 
the member of the family had attended his school. 
The only authentic information I have regarding the num- 
ber of schools in this township goes back to 18-1:7; the number 
in that year was eighteen. The average salary of that 
year was ..t32, 18s., 6d., or $131 The highest salary in the 
province in that year was <BlOO, and the lowest <BU. The 
average time of keeping the schools open was 8! months. 
The next authentic information I have is from the report 
<>f 1850, in which I find the following references (1) to school 
houses, noting the fact that one good stone house (the house in 

ection No. 13) had been built during that year, while the year 
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described generally" as destitute of conveniences," many of 
them uninhabitable, the wind entering from all quarters. (2) 
Respecting teachers, the report while noting improvement III 
the matter of teachers, yet laments the number of .. tippling 
teachers," who by offering to teach for small salaries succeeded 
in securing employment, noting also the fact that the best 
teachers were very often those addicted to that habit, and that 
one ha
 perished through exposure in the snow of the preced- 
ing winter. The same report speaks of the newly awakened 
interest in .,("hool matters owing to the operátion of the free 
school clause of the Act of that year, the vigorous oppos'ition 
to the same, and closes with the expressed conviction of the 
ultimate triumph of the free school system. As an illustration 
of the vi
or with which the free schools were opposed, let 
me recite the following incident: At the annual meeting in an 
adjoining section the subject had been vigorously discussed 
and the vote was about to be taken, when one of the ratepayers 
whose land adjoined the school house saw through tl:e wi'ndow 
a dog worrying one of his sheep, he sprang to his feet to go to the 
rescue of the sheep, when his progress was at once interrupted 
by his portly neighbor rising and blocking his way by his com- 
manding presence and the emphatic words, .. Not one length of 
yonT foot Sammy t-ill this vote is taken." Sammy had to sit 
down, the vote was taken, the free school was defeated, and 
that dog had his own way with the sheep. 
I do not intend to follow subsequent reports in this letter, 
the assimilation of our municipal institutions and our school 
system, the local control conferred on the people, in these 
matters by the Municipal Act and the School Acts up to 1850 
awakened an amount of popular euthusiasm which was new to 
the history of the country. And the people in the flush and 
fervor of that enthusiasm set themselves to the working out of 
both these institutions with an energy which was an augury of 
the success that followed. 
The marked improvement in school matters was soon ap- 
parent, in the improvement of school houses, school furniture, 
conveniences of every kind, text books, the standmg and quaIì- 
fication of the teachers, the increase in the remuneration of 
teachers, the entry of a large number of young men and women 
into the ranks of the profession, taking the place of those who 
belonged to a previous state of affairs. The progress made 
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during the twenty year!5' ",ubsequent to 1830 and prior to the 
Act of 1871, will be best as("ertained by a comparison of the 
state of affairs &.t the passin
 of the Act of 18.30, with the state 
of matters at, and subsequent to the passage of the Act of l871, 
which it wiH fall to another hand to deal with. 
Before closing let me refer to another individual connected 
with the administration of school affairs in this Township from 
1850 to lß71, namely. the Rev. Jno. Porteous, who occupied the 
position of Township Superintendent during the interval above 
referred to. His unobtrusive, impartial and efficient discharge 
of the duties of that office dl1rin
 these years, has very much 
to do with the success of the system, and the Imprm-ement of 
the schools in this Township. 


Kirkwall, Onto 


ROBERT l\lcQUEEl'\. 
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I N 1871, the OntarIO Legislature passed an Act making cer- 
tain changes in the schùollaws 
f the Province which in 
the opinion of the more thoughtful and progressive part of 
the community were rendered necessary for the proper de vel- 
opement of our system of popular education. These consisted 
mainly in making ample provision for a uniform and more 
thorough examination of teachers and for the more cal'eful and 
efficient supervision of the work done. For this purpose uni- 
form examination papers were prepared by a committee of 
competent persons, and examinations held in various educa- 
tional l-eutres under the care of presiding examiners specially 
selected for that purpose. A new oftice was created, that of 
County Puhlic School Inspector, to which I was appointed, and 
entered upon my duties on the first day of July, 1871. Since 
thpu my work has been exclusively connected with the Public 
8('hools of this County, and I have sought by every legitima.te 
means to advance their intel'ests and make them worthy of the 
(:onfidence of the people. 
:Mr. John A. Cor'nell, in preparing his work on the" Pion- 
eers of Beverly," invited me to assist by giving a brief histori- 
ical review of the growth and developement of the Public 
8('hools of that Towhship during the time that I have filled the 
office of Public School Inspector. In complying with his re- 
quest, which I do with pleasure, I shall avail myself of the 
valuable infOl'mation contained in the Annual Reports of the 
val'iolts Boal'ds of Trustees. ðtatistics will necessarily have to 
he intl'oduced, but I hope to be able to present them in such a 
mannel' as to thl'ow light upon, and add for'ce to the statements 
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made. [t will be almost, if not quite impossible to present 
many of the facts in such a way as to bf' readily comprehended 
unless statistics are introduced to a greater or less extent. 
They serve a useful purpose, and [ shall avail myself of their 
services. 
To form a correct estimate of the progress made since IH71. 
it will be necessary to compare the accommodation then pro- 
vided with what we now have; to contl'ast. somewhat carefully 
the met.hods of instruction then in use, as well as the manner 
in which the discipline of the school room was administered, 
with thf'se that now prevail; and to test as accurately as pos- 
sible the general state of scholarship prevalent in the schools 
at both these periods of time. Fortunately the records of these 
years are sufficiently full and accurate to enable us to arrive at 
conclusions that are trust worthy and which prpsent to us un- 
doubted evidence of a stea.dy and satisfactory developement of 
all the elements that are essential to the growth and develope- 
ment of a sound and practical system of elementary education. 
A careful study of these records will show us not only wherein 
the schools have prospered, but will point out clearly and dis- 
tinctly wheIein they have failed to meet our rea:sonable antici- 
pations. Two of these causes of f
JÏlure pointed out cleal'ly and 
unmistakably in these records are, irregularity of attendance, and 
the too frequent employment of teache: s of limited expel'ience 
and education. In the school room if anY\VheI'e, we rPfjuire 
experience and a broad and liberal cultm'e. To accomplish 
this purpose, parents will have to exercise self-denial, alld 
TI'ustees, liberality. 
Before entering upon the consideration of the topics already 
suggested, it may not be out of place tu look into the arrange- 
ment of school sections. Pr'ior to lR71 this Township was 
divided into HJ sections, 15 of which lay whoJly within the 
limits of the :Municipality and four were union sections. Of 
the former the largest contained 7,.t-H7 acres, and the smallest 
about 1,000 acres, or less. Of the union sections one was at- 
tached to a pC'Ition of North Dumfries, one to a portion of An- 
caster, and two to portions of 'Vest Flambor'o'. These latter 
were found to he a necessity and were formed for the accom- 
modation of those who happened to live so far from the school 
hous.J in the section to which they wpre joined, that it was 
almost impossible to send their children to school" ith any df'- 
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gree of regularity. This dass of school sections is looked upon 
hy many as by no means desir, ble, but necessary by reason of 
convenience. The manner in which local affairs are managed 
by the various .ì\Iunidpal Councils differ so much, [hat the 
proper adjustment of all matters pertaining to union sections, 
together with the preparation of the necessary reports, entail 
110 little lahor and trollble on the officials of the )[unicipalities 
interested. [nvolving as they do a certain amount of extra 
labor, yet without any provision in our school laws for their 
formation, many people would be put to very great incon- 
venience in the education of their children without them. \Vith 
a little care On the part of t,be officials they can be managed 
without much fr'iction, and the.y then serve an f'xcellent purpose. 
Considerable dissatisfaction prevailed among- the people 
along the Governor's Road, concerning the arrangement of 
sections, and the management of the schools. It therefore be- 
came necessary to make some changes in the section boundaries 
so as to strengthen the weak ones, and place a schoolhouse 
within a convenient distance of such ratepayer's. Accordingly 
in 1R73, after a full and fr'ef' discussion of all matters bearing 
upon the changes pr'oposed, the sections were arranged as 
they now stand. These changes ha,'e commended themselves 
to the good judgement of the people interested, and have given 

enel'l.tl sati
faction. There are now twelve sections lying 
wholly within the limit of the Township, and seven union sec- 
tions, one attached to a portion of North Dumfr'ies, four to 
portions of Ancaster, and two to portions of \Vf'8t Flamboro'. 
In 1
71 the school sections varied in size from 1,000 acres to 
7,-l37; in assessf,d value, from $21,2,")0 to $7."),000; and in rate of 
taxation from 30 cents to 75 cents on the hundred doIlars. In 
1888 the variations in size wel e from 3ß8-l acres to UB7 acres; 
in assessed value, from $llS,200 to $lSO,H'20; and in rate ot tax- 
ation, from HJ cents to -12 cents on the hundred dollars. These 
comparison
 are made hetween sections lying wholly within 
the )[lInicipality, and have no reterence to union seütions. [t 
will thus he seen tha,t the changes thus far made have been in 
the direction of equalIzing the l;urden of taxation, so that all 
shall contrihute towar'ds the education of the young in propor- 
tion to their' ahililY, The division of the Township into sections 
should he looked upon as simply 
 grouping of families, who 
are conveniently situated to attend the same school, and not a 
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settin
 apart of certain portions of it for the purposes of 
special taxation. \Ve need broader views on this matter, 
for the proper education of the entire community is of 
greater importance than simply having here and there a good 
school, while the majority are inferior. As a rule people are 
apt to look upon this matter from a sectional point of view, 
and not on the broad basis of .. the greatest good to the great- 
est possible number." It would therefore be for the best inter- 
ests of education if a uniform rate of taxation were levied over 
the entire municipality for school purposes, similar to that now 
in force for general Township purposes. 
On my first official visit in the latter half of 1871, I found the 
accommodation to consist of one log, eight frame, five stone, 
and two brick schoolhouses. Of the play 
rounds attached 
three contained one acre each, five half an acre, while the re- 
maining eight practicalJy had none at all, Uw sites containing 
an ei
hth of an acre or less. Inside the schoolronm the seats 
and desks were far from being satisfactory, only one hadng 
those of arl improved pattern, the others being clumsy in form 
and not well adapted for the cmnfort of those who were com- 
pelled to occupy them. The supply of maps, blackboards and 
apparatus was very meagl'e. I n tour sections there were school 
libr'ar'ies, the one in S. S. No. 15, cO:Jsisting of large and well 
selected assortment of hooks neatly covered and welJ cared for. 
Hat and cloak rooms with suitahle books and shelves were pro- 
vided in four sections. while in the remaining twelve, little ur 
no accommodation in this respect was fm'nished. 
The changes that have taken pla('e since that first visit are, 
that three new In-ick schoolhouses and five additional ('ooms 
have heen built. All the remaining schoolhouses have heen 
thOl'oughlv repaired, with one exception, and that one. the 
trustees expect soon to replace with one better adapted to tlw 
wants of the section. Inside the schoolroom, con \-elliences for 
hats and cloaks, together with seats and desks of an impl'oved 
pattern and more elegant design, have been furnished. There 
are however three rooms in whjch the trustees persist in retmn- 
ing some relics of a former agl', but we hope to see these quickly 
removed, and more modl'rn furniture suhstituted. In some of 
the schools, I am happy to say. the walls are adOl'ned with pic- 
ttu'es, and the teachers are endeavoring to give the rooms a 
homelike appear'ance. This is much to he commended, :llld tbe 
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example thus set in the good work may very profitably be 
followed hy others. The schools are now fairly well supplied 
with maps, blackboards and apparatus necessary for teaching 
tlw suhjects in thf' curriculum. Ther'e is however room for im- 
provement in this respect, and it is to be hoped that trustees 
will take greater pride in having a first-class school in every 
respect than in saving expf'nses without being economical. 
Two of the sections that had school houses in Bf'verly in 1871, 
have since built brick schoolhouses in Ancaster, the 
ites hav- 
ing been sf'lected on the south siòe of the Governor's Road. 
The accommodation now provided consists of five hrick, five 
stone, and four frame buildings, with eight play grounds of 
an acre each, two, three-fourths of an acre, and four with half 
an acre, the smallest quantity allowed hy law. In the Union 
Sections there al'e four brick schoolhouses, and one stone, the 
grounds attrtched being each one acre in extent, The grounds, 
since Arbor Dl'lY has heen f'stah1ished, have hf'en planted with 
suitahle shade tr'pes, are \VeIl f('nced, and provided with the 
lIecessal'y outside conveniences. Great improvenwnts have 
l)(>en made in adding to the comforts provided for hoth pupils 
and teacheJ"
, and in ornamenting the school grounds, hut 
none too great, Every schoolhouse with its surroundings 
should he madt' as attractivp as possihle, for it is a ('entre 
of flight and knowledge to the young people of the sec- 
tion. The silent influence of the daily surroundings of 
children wields no inconsiderable influence in moulding and 
dC'veloping their characters, and in forming their tastes. It 
therefore seems not only wise and prudent on the part of 
parents to providp, the best accomnlOdation possible, hut it be- 
comes a duty thf'Y OW(' the state to see that the hest education 
available is givf'n to the yonng. This can only be done well, 
when the school and its surroundings keep step with the spirit 
of the age, al1d pl'esent as attractive an appearance as the 
hOllH'S fr'om whence these children corne. No more judif'Ïous 
exppnditure of public mOIH'Y can he rnaòp hy Trustees than in 
setting apar't a small :,;um of IlHHU'Y aUlHIHlly, for the purpose 
of bealltifring the school propel'ty, tor it is the place where a 
great lllajority of the chiJdr'en spend a consirlerahle portion of 
their childhood life, ;uul wher'e the hahits are for'med, thdt go 
far to make or m;u' their fut ure plllspecb in lit e. It t herefol'e 
seems to be the plain ana I'easonahle duty of all parents to givf' 
this matter the most serIOus consideration. 
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Another feature of our educational work that demands 
more t.han a passing notice, is the providing of suitable teach- 
ers' residences. There is only one of these in Be\"erly. This 
has proved to be both a great convenience and a financial ad- 
van taRe. Teachers, like other people, look forward to the time 
when when they can settle down int 0 a home of their own, but 
so long as the present custom obtains so 10nK will we have the 
constantly recnrring evil of the too frequent changes of teach- 
ers. There can be no reasonable doubt that this is detrimental 
to the best interests of education. and the want of such resi- 
dences too frequently drives many of our best teachers out of 
the pl'ofession. The various religious denorr.inations have 
found it not only necessary but of (lecideà ad\yantage to have 
suitable homes provided for those who minister to them in holy 
things, and we see as a natural result that almost every church 
has its attend::mt parsomtRe. By a parity of reasoning it would 
appeal' that if similar homes wpr'e Pl'ovided for teacher's, the 
nnmber and frequency of chan
es would be gl'eatly reduced, 
while many able and accolllplh;hed teachers would remain tr'ue 
to their life calling and devote their ener'gies to teaching. 
" hen we rightly value the important inter'ests and the grave 
responsibilities that are confided to their' care, g-l'eatel'diligence 
will be used in sean'hing out and employing the right class of 
men and women to place in charge of our schools. It is there- 
fore very much to be desired that suitable residences shall be 
provided. Looking at this matter fl'om another point of view 
it will very readily be seen that with teachers settled in homes 
of their own 'l.djacent to the school house, they would naturally 
take p-reater interest in keeping the grounds and fences in good 
order, and would look after" many little things that now de- 
tract from the appearance of the premises. Nor is this all. 
The bill of expenses for repairs. the relieving of the trustees 
from many petty annoyances about the care of school property, 
as well as the prevention of the premises from falling into that 
dilapidated state we see too fr'eq uently, and which causes con- 
siderable irritation, would be matel'ially lessened. Thel'e seems 
to be so much to be gained and at so small an expense that the 
wonder is. that so few teachel's' residences are provided. [t is 
very earnestly to be huped that. special efforts will be put fOl,th 
in the near future to improve onr system in this respect. 
The improvements that have heen made in methods of 
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teaching indicate much more clearly the advancement in edu- 
cational ruatters than is shewn by the work done in Pl'oviding 
school accommodation. This will be more evident when we 
compare the state of the schools, and take into eonsideration 
the number of trained teachers employed in 1871 and at the 
present time. That special training (01' the wOI'k of teaching 
is necessary few will be disposed to dispute, and it is therefore 
a fait' test of progress, Eighteen years ago there were only 
four trained teacheJ's in Beverly, the others having simply 
their personal experience to guide them, while at the present 
time all, with the exception of two, have either attended the 
N orrual 
chool, or have been trained at one or other (If our 
County 310del Schools. The two referred to have had some 
twenty years experience in the schoolroom, in addition to the 
professional knowledge obtained at Teachel's' Institutes, so that 
it can fairly be said that the edueation of the young is placed 
in the hands of those specially trained for their work. 
The organization of the school, and the classification ot 
pupils, prior to 1871, was left largely, if not entirely to the 
judgement and discretion of the teacher. Reading was made 
almost exclusively the test of promotion, and the succpss of the 
teacher depended largely upon the rapidity with which he 
could pass his pupils fl'om one reading book to another. The 
other subjects on the program were taken up very much as the 
parents and children desired. 'Vhen therefore the new 
curriculum was introduced, and pupils were required to have 
some knowledge of the other subjects before they could be pro- 
moted, no little dissatisfaction was caused by what was then 
called, the arbitrary use of power on the part of school officials. 
Since that time the wisdom of this change has been clearly 
demonstrated, and vel' few if any would now favor a return to 
the old pIau. It is tl'ue that the course at study has been 
changed from timp to time. but each change has bpen a pro- 
gressive one, and new the course is considerably more difficult 
than when first introduced. New life was infused into the 
teaching, and old methods rapidly gave way to better ones. 
Reading was to a "ery great extent simply pronouncing the 
words in a sentence, with hut little regard to proper expression. 
Emphasis, inflexion and pause, received little or no attention, 
and the I'eading was neither intelligent nor intelligible. Liter- 
ature, 01' the study of the thought contained in the lesson was 
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quietly ignol'ed, save here and there some attempt was made in 
this direction, chiefly by having the meanings of wOl'ds as 
given in a dictionary, or in an appendix of the reading hooks 
committed to memOl'Y. The more difficult wOI'ds were usually 
selected as tests in spelling, and when spelled the pupils were 
required to rhyme off the meanings without any reference to 
their connexion with the other wOl'ds in the sentence. Arith- 
metic was taught in a thoroughly mechanical manner, \Vhen 
the answers were obtained, that was all that was necessary. 
Reasons for the various operations Well' neither given or re- 
quired and only thuse pupils with dear heads and keen intel- 
lectsever surmised that arithmeticalopel'utions were based upon 
principles that might readily he gl'asped if once presented in a 
proper light , and with some simple explanations. Grammar 
was taught as a system of meaniugless rules and definitions 
for such they appeared to he in the minds of the unhappy boys 
and girls who were cOUlpe]]ed to commit them to memory. 
The belief was that these rules would enable dIeIll to write and 
speak tne English language with fluency and accuracy. But 
they proved a failure, and instead of cultivating a taste for the 
study of their' nativ
 tongues, it only created and fastened a 
stong dislike for th
t study, Geogr'aphy was another subjPcL 
against which the ire of many a pupil was kindled, for' the 
study of it consistf'd largely of committing to memory lists 
of names of places, without the aid of map, hla('kboard 
or any interesting detail of the habits and customs of the 
people, the nature of the cliIuate, or the pr oductions of the 
soil. Its sister subject History received scarcely any attention, 
and what little it did usuallv whet the appetite against it. 
.:\Iusic and Drawing received no attention, while ""'riting was 
taught on the pot-hook principle, The schools appeared 
generally to the schools in form and not in reality, for no in- 
telligent effort was put forth to tram and discipline the mental 
faculties. The acquisition of knowledge seemed to be the 
great end aimed at, when there was definite aim of any kind, 
and not the development of intellectual strength or mental 
VigOl' , 
The standard of scholarship in the pupils may he learned 
from the fact that the highest class, accOl'ding to the new pro- 
gramme of studies introduced in IH71 , in nine of the schools 
was the third, and in the other seven, the fourth. It1lliust be 
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borne in mind however that in this classification the hew pro- 
programme was not ri
idly enforced, hut dlU' allow Ulce wab 
made for the transition f['om the old to the new, Had the 
re
ulations heen strictly followed, the number of fourth classes 
would have been reduced. In the spring of 187
, on my second 
visit I made a somewhat cal'pful classification of the standing 
of the schools, with this result that two were classed as good, 
five as fair, and nine as poor. Uniform examinations for' 
admission into high schools or collegiate institutes were estab- 
lished throu
hout the province in lR7B, and from that time 
forward teachers hpcame amhitious to prppare pupils fm' these 
examinations or tor those for teachprs ' third class certificates. 
A number of schools in Be\'erly soon became noted for this 
work, prominent among which may be mentioned. numbers 6, 
12 and 13, and the teachers of these schools won well merited 
honors. During the last few ypars it has become an annual 
custom to send up pupils fl'om each and every school, and the 
result to have been satisfactory to the people, and flattering 
to the skill and ability of the various teacher's. This examin- 
ation is a fair and equii:able test of the wor'k done in the schools. 
The questions used at these examinations are prepared by cer- 
tain members of the central committee who are somewhat 
intimately connected with puhlic school work, and the answers 
are read hy a committep usually consisting of the Puhlic 
School Inspector, and the headmaster of the high school or 
collegiate institute. The work ot this local examining board 
consists in the caretul reading of the answers of the candidates, 
in determinin
 who shall pass, and in recommending any of 
those who present themselves for examination, should they 
fail in anyone subject, or those who from age and general 
acquirements would do better III the high school than to re- 
main longer in the fourth class of the public schools. 
)[e8srs. Robt. l\IcQueen , David Bell and John G. Cochrane 
are the only teachers now 
mployed that have tau
ht in the 
Beverly schools since 1871, 1\11'. Robt. McQueen has had charge 
of the school in which he now teaches for upwards of twenty- 
one years without any interruption, and has the distinguished 
honor of heing the first public school teacher from a rural sec- 
tion that has been elected to fill the president's chair in ti-e 
Teachers' Provincial Association, an honor that reflects cl'edit 
not only UpOD himself hut upon the people of Bevel'ly. This 
honor was conferred upon him in his absence, and by such a 
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large majority as to show that his reputation and standing 
among his professional brethren throughout the Prodnce is 
qUlt
 as high as it is among- the people of Beverly. Similar' 
honors were conferred upon him by the \Ventworth teachers 
when they elected him president of the County Association, 
and selected him on several occasions as their delegate to the 
Provincial Association. 1\lr'. David Bell has been employed by 
the Trustees of S. S. No.6 for seventeen years, he having to 
Rive up teaching for one year on account of failing health. 
He, too, has been honored by being elected president and secre- 
tary of the County Association, and by being an active mem- 
ber of the executive committee for a number of years. l\Ir-. 
,John G. Cochrane has had charge of three schools during his 
residence in Beverly, viz.: T,'OY, Sheffield and Hockton, in all of 
which he has done excellent work. 1\11'. A. 1\1. Falconer', for many 
years teacher in the V alen 's neig-hhorhood, is now teaching in 
the adjoining County of Waterloo. He is kindly remembered 
for the excellen t work done in that school, and many of his former 
pupils will remember him gratefully for the assistance rend- 
ered them in preparing- for the Teachers' Examinations. The 
following teachers now employed in the Beverly schools, have 
received the greater part of their non-professional training in 
the Public Schools of that Township, viz.: Messrs, \Vm. Bick- 
ell, John Hay, James W. Hay, Cecil H. Thompson, and .Tames 
Swinton, and )lisses )Iinnie Mills and Olive Misener. A large 
number of young- people have been prepared for the teaching 
profession in the Township, who are now doing good work in 
other parts of the Province. The teachers of Beverly have al- 
ways identified themselves with any progressive movement 
in educational matters and have cordially supported all steps 
that bave been taken to build up the Public Hchools, and make 
them more efficient. For their efficient work and the faith- 
fulness they have shown in the prosecution of their daily 
labors, I most heartily commend them to the fa,,'orable con- 
sideration of a generous public. 
The following table, prepared from the official reports of 
the variou,", Boards of Trustees, presents a condensed history cf 
the schools in figures, from which much interesting informa- 
tion can be obtained. It shows the attendance of pupils, salar- 
ies of teachers, the lHlllJher employed, the amount spent in 
providing suitable accommodation, and the amount spent for 
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iucidental expenses, in which is included fuel, caretakinR. re- 
pairs and all other expenses outside of Imilding school houses, 
and salaries of tea('hers, for each year from IH71 to 1888 in- 
clusive. 


J. H. S,\rITH. 


Anca,:.;ter, Ont. 
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OF 


Beverly Agricultural Show 


Now KNOWN AS THE" WORLD'S FAIR." 


By DA YID BELL, 


r HE morning of the 16th of March, It;38 , broke cold 
and dreary. Leaden clouds with rifts here and there 
. through which could be seen the blue sky, swept over 
the western horizon, while glintings of the sun could 
once in a while be seen. Showers partly rain and partly snow 
had fallen during the night and had rendered the roads almost 
impassable. It was neither good sleighing or wheeling. One 
would think that on sueh a day any new undel'taking would 
most likely prove a failure. But when strength of purpose, 
intellectual vigor and ph)'sical energy are wedded to calm, 
resolute natures, difficulties vanish, ohstacles are surmounted 
and victories achie,'ed. Such were the dominant characteris- 
tics of the Pioneer's of Beverly. During the forenoon of tbat 
day, the quiet village of ltockton became the scene of unusual 
excitement and activity. The jingling of hells and the rumh- 
ling of lumber waggons were heard. Each vphicJe contained 
it.. quota of persons. Some buggies wer'e seen, but not many 
as they were very scaree in those days. In a short time Har- 
rison's tavern was filled, and to have witnessed the hear.ty hand 
shaking would have dOlw one good-not the puny half-hearted 
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!:'hake of t.he present day--hut the hearty, whole souled grip 
charaeteristic of the agriculturalists of that day. After the 
greetings were over and a social chat over the flowing howl, 
for that was the custom at that time, the company repaired to 
the Township Hall. 
Let us take a hasty glance and see who composed the com- 
pany. They were Bevel'ly's greatest men, those who took. the 
deepest interest in all her concerns. Seth Holcomb, 'Villiam 
Dickson, .Tohn Armstrong, \Vi1liam Parks, Trie Vanmeter, 
Robert Thompson, Thomas Nichol, \Villiam Henderson, James 
McQueen, Samuel Congo, Andrew McKnight, Andrew Kerni- 
ghan, Matt':;.ew Bennett, \Villiam Pettinger. John Harhottle, 
John Harrison, John Anderson, Hemen G, Batlow, \Villiam 
Thompson, John Nichol, \Yilliam Johnston, \Villiam [reland, 
George )Iain, George Gray, John Cowe, George Uook, Peter 
Dickson, John .Johnston, John .Mc)Iullen, James Gray, \Valter 
Armstrong, George .Jones, John Carruthers, John .Menzies, 
John Frier, Rohert Purvis, JanJes Blake, George Carter, \Yil- 
liam )1 ulholland, \Villiam Drone, John )lal('olm, David Rin- 
toul , John Ennis, Uhristopher Ricker, were the leadir g ones 
present. 
Spth Holcomh, Reeve of Bevcl'ly, in a few choice words 
statcd that the meeting ha:l been called in order to take steps 
to organize an agricultural society in the Township of Beverly. 
\Villiam Dickson was elected chairman of the meEting and 
John Armstrong secretary. In order' that all may know who 
were the leading spiI"Ïts in the meeting the following motions 
are given as per minute book. 
Moved by Seth Hokom b, spconded by George Uook, and 
carried, That a subscription list be drawn up agreeahle to 
Schedule A of the amended Agl'icultural Act. Forty-five (45) 
names were subscribed at once. 
1\lo\'ed by j amcs McQueen, seconded by John .J ohnstoll, 
and carried, That \Villiam Dickson be pre3idellt of this 
society for the present year. 
l\Ioved by .lames )lcQueen, seconded by Holwrt Thompson, 
and carried, That George Jones he dce president. 
Moved by George Jones, seconded by Seth Holeowh, and 
carI"Ïed, That John Armstrong be secretary-treasurer. 
Moved hy Seth Holcomb, seconded hy George 1\Ia.in , and 
carried, That \Villiam Coleman and Presel'Ved Cooley, he two 
rli rectors, 
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)Ioved by James McQueen, seconded hy John Johnston, 
and carried, That John Uowe he a director. 
l\Ioved hy John Ennis, seconded hy James l\IcQueen, and 
carried, That John Carruthers he a drrector. 
l\Im--ed by \Villiam Parks, seconded by Sf'th Holcomh, and 
carried, That Tr'ie Vanmeter be a director. 
l\Ioved by James l\IcQueen, sf'conded by Seth Holcomb, and 
carried, That \Villiam Henderson be a director. 
l\1oved hy George .J ones, seconded bv Jamps l\lcQueen, and 
carried, That Rohert Thompson bE' a dirf'ctm'. 
l\Ioved hy \Villiam Coleman , seconded by George l\Iain, and 
carried, That Seth Holcomb be a director. 
Moved by Andrew McKnight, seconded by Hamuel Kerni- 
ghan, and carried, That .Tames Gray he a director. 
1Ioved by Seth Holcomb, seconded hy Trie Vanmetèr, and 
carried, That each of the directors he furnished hy the secre- 
tary with a suhscription list and get all the signatures they 
can. 
l\Ioved by .Tames 1IcQueen, seconded by \ViIliam Hender- 
son, and carded, That the fi,'st meeting of this society be held 
the third Monday of April for the pnrp!1se of receiving S110- 
scriptiono;; and making out the report to the Connty Agricultur- 
al Treasurer. 
Out of 181 members who joined the first year there are only 
49 living or supposed to be living, viz., Seth Holcomb, Robert 
Thompson, Andrew Kernighan, \Villiam Thompson, George 

Iain, John Cowe, Peter Dickson, John McMullen, \Valter 
Armstrong, George Jones, .Tames Blake, \ViIli'lm :;\lnlholland, 
\Villiam P. \Vedge, .John Ennis, Griffith Loyd, Christopher 
Ricker, \Villiam W. Barlow, John Emhury, Andrew J. Jones, 
Rohert TU/'n bull, Cyrus Hun tIy, James Sager, Thomas Thom p- 
son, John Bennett, Adam Smith, Archibald Stewart, John H. 
Shaver, Hugh Armstrong, P"es
rved Cooley, \Villiam U. 
.:\Ierriam, Adam Thompson , Robert In., setter, Rohert Chr'istie, 
Daniel Cornell, l\Ialachi Sager, sr., John Porteous, James 
.:\lurray, John Valens, Thomas \Vilson, Thomas \Yatsoll, Lewis 
\Vood, Andrew McKnight, sr" Robert Robinson, Samuel 
Um'nell. \VaIter Lawrason, De. J. B, Lunndy, John Kir'k- 
patrick, \VilIiam Dickson, KirkwalI; John Blasdell. 
The officers anrl directors had thIef' lllE.etings previous to 
holding the show, viz., ApIil 18th, June 20th, and September 
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5th. At the request of the dirp-ctors the secretary obtained at 
the 'Varder printing office, Dunda
, fifty hand bills which con- 
tained the list of prizes. The classes were as follows: 
Four classes of cattle designated Durhams, Ayrshirps, 
Grades, and Natives, anò three prizes for' each. Sheep, one 
class, three prizes for carcass and three for wool. Hog
, one 
class, three prizes. Hor'ses, one class, thrpe prizes. Fall wheat, 
threp. prizes. Barley, two prizes. Uats, two prizes. Indian 
corn, two prizes. Peas , two prizes, Potatoes, two prizes for 
Pinkeyed, and two for other kinds. Turnips, two classes, 
Swedish and Globe, two prizes for each. Beets, two prizes. 
Uarrots, two prizes. Ala ngold 'V urtzel, two prizes. Onions, 
two prizes. Pumpkins, two prizes. Squashes, two prizes. 
Cabbage, two prizes. Apples, two prizes. Pears, two prizes. 
Butter in firkin, two prizes. .Fresh butteI', two lH'izes. Cheese, 
two prizes. Pulled cloth , two prize
. Flannel, two prizes. 
Quilts, two prizes. Uovel"lid, two prizes. 
By the united efforts and hard work of the directors, the 
show which was held on 20th October, was quite successful. 
The number of members for that,year was 181, and the amount 
paid in prizes .:e-tS l
s 6d, equivalent to $19-1.50. The names of 
the juèges were John Rutherford, Martin Nichol and \Villiam 
Oliver, on cattle and sheep; Lawrence ROlllfson, .Tohn Kirk- 
patrick and Daniel Coleman on horses. The lady judges were 
no doubt selected on day of show. 
Tn the courtesy of the HOIl. James Young, who gave the 
writer access to the well-preserved files of a paper he once 
edited, viz. : "Dumfries Reformer and 'Vestern Counties' Mer- 
cantile and Agricultural Advertiser," we are mdebted for the 
following sketch of the first show in 185B: 
"The first agricultm'al show ever held in and for the Town- 
ship of Beverly took place on the 20th October, at Rockton, and 
was most successful. The attendance of visitors both male 
and female was immense, and as the day was fine beyond 
description, it being the last perhaps of the glorious Indian 
summer peculiar to this latitude, everything passed off with 
great eclat. We understand that although thIS was the first 
show of the kind ever held in this Township, yet it quite equaled 
the shows held in far older Townships. Spectator
 who at- 
tended the 'Vaterloo County Show at Galt, stated that in some 
features the Beverly exhibition far outstripped it.. This speaks 
well for the farmers of Be\'erly and their' rising Township." 
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DAVID BELL 
\\'a.s born on 27th of August, 1851, at Germans' Corners. three miles west of 
St. Gporge. He r"ceiyed his early education at the Public School in 

heffleld. In 1865 he moved to Galt where he worked in Attwood's 
shingle mill. Blain's stove factory and Craig's grocery store. For a short 
time he attended the Galt Public School. He moved to Rockton the 1st 
of July. 1867. Rnd attended the Public School there for Ii years. In Sep- 
tember.1Rf)9, he received a teacher's certificate. In January, 1871. he 
commencerl to teach the Public School in S, S. No.6, Beverly, generally 
palled 'Voodhill school. and, with the exception of 1874 when heattended 
Rockwood Academy. he has been teaching there ever since, this being 
hi
 18th year. Hedischal'ged the dutipsof Secretary of the Wentworth 
Tpach"r.... .
ssociation for 1877, 1878 and 1879. He was elected President 
of the 'Ventworth Teachers' Association for the year 1887, For 13 years 
hp ha.. hf'cn 
ecretary.Trea!'lurer of the Heverly Agricultural Society 
beinK elected to that position in January, 18i7. 
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The show was first held where the Methodist church now 
stands, on a lot about one acre in size and owned by one John 
Harrison. The entrance to the ground was at or near Plastow 
street. The horse ring was very slllall and the ground rough, 
hut notwithstanding, it was the chief point of interest, Beverly 
being al ways noted for good horses. The store now owned by 
J, B. Plastow, then a wagon shop, was utilized by t e Society 
the first veal', as a plac'e in which were exhibited grain, roots 
and vegetables, fruit, butter and cheese, The ladies' work was 
exhibited in the Township Hall. If there is one thing the 
people of Beverly can boast of it is the great crowd that always 
attends her annual fair', and the first one was no exception to 
the rule, but, of course, the crowd was not nearly so large as in 
late years. Betwixt Harrison's hotel and the show ground 
there was a perfect jam. The gangway and platform attached 
to the wagon shop mentioned ahove and even the roof itself 
were crowded with sightseers, and from this platform the band 
dispersed its dulcet sounds to the eager listeners, Prize tickets 
were not then used, but the onp receiving 1st got a short piece 
of red rihbon, the 2nd winner a hlue one and the 3rd a white. 
At that time it was the custom, near the close of the show, to 
ha\Te some one stand in the centre of the hOl'se ring and in a 
stentorian voice read out the names of the prize winners. This 
duty was performed satisfactorily for many years by James 
Somerville. the present memher of Parliament for North BI'ant. 
In 1834, the ground on which the show was held was rented by 
the Society tor four years, at five shillings pel year, and a com- 
fnittee composed of William Henderson, John Armstrong and 
Robert Christie, superintended the erection of a building at the 
north-west corner of the show ground. The root house as it 
was commonly called was 18 feet wide and -1-8 feet 101lg, and 
the Society paid J;;20, or $80, to Moses Hunt for building it. 
The show was 1"0 successful and the directors became so 
filled with enthusiasm and ambition, that in 18W and in 18.37, 
petitions were sent to the County Council, praying that the 
('ounty Show be held in the village of Rockton, [n IH3ti, IS;;7 
and in 1838, an admission fee of 7
d.. or 12
c., was ch::u'ged 
at the door of the root house. In IHj(j, 18;;7 and 18():
. the 
Society opened the show and permitted adjoiuing Townships 
the privilege of competing. 
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The following is what the Galt" Reporter" said about the 
cihow of 1857 ;-- 
"The Beverly Agricultural 
how took place on Tuesday-a 
shivering day which almost froze the blood-YBt it did not de- 
tain from the exhibition an immense crowd who flocked to 
Hockton through the day from all quarters of the country, and 
gratified themselves with the admirable spectacle there pro- 
vided for them. Even the ladielS partook of the excitement, 
and it is pl'Ohahly illipossihlp to gather into olle crowd in any 
other portion of Canada, half as mallY handsome women a8 
graced the Beverly Show. 
The hittpr coldne
s of the day induced a rather frequent 
application at the har-rooms, and consequently some' scrim- 
ages' resulted, as much prohably from a desire for wholesome 
exercise as with the intention of 'knocking the conceit' out 
of each other , but if the' conceit' did not depart fl'om the 
acth'e warriors, their supply of it must be enormous, for' such 
bloody spectac1es have not been seen since the days of 
ebasto- 
pol. An things, however, terminated peaceably, the wouuded 
were taken home exulting in their scars and victories, and the 
rest d('paded in peace at an ear Iy hour, rejoicing m the place 
their Township had that day taken in the f['ont of the agri- 
cultural districts of Canada." 
In IRiS owing to the want of funds, the ladies' department 
wa
 dropped from the lists, and in all classes excepting cattle, 
two prizes were given instead of three. In IH;)!I a grant of $20 
was recpived from the Beverly l\Iunicipal Council, and that 
cor'porate body has granteà amounts to the Society regularly 
since IR6U. 
This is what the Dundas "True Banner" said about the show 
of lS;)
; "Ilka laddie had his lassie, and a' the auld wives had 
on their braws, to make them look weel alang side Johnny and 
\VilIie and Sandy's nanesel." 
The following is what the Dundas "True Banner" said about 
the show of 18ßO; "In fact Beverly takes the lead of all the 
township shows in the way of attendance. Rockton presented 
9, city-like appearance. There were 2.30 entries in dairy 
products. Quilts and coverlids were abundant, showing cleal'ly 
that the dames of Be,'erly have a disposition to keep the lords 
of the soil comfortable." 
\VilIiam Dickson, the first president ot the society, was an 
enthusiastic \VOI'kel'. He held the position of president from 
183
 to 1860 inclusive. At the annual meeting, Jan. 10th, ISm, 
the following resolution was unanimously passed. viz.: .. That 
this meeting desires to express regrt>t that \VilIiam Dickson is 
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obliged to retire from being an active memher of the Beverly 
Agr-icultural Society and further that a hearty vote of thanks 
be tendered to l\h- Dickson for the very valuahle service!' he has 
rendered to the society." 
.1\11'. Dickson responded to the resolution in a very. feeling 
and touching speech. 
The show had steadily increased and with the increase came 
the cry for a large horse ring- and more space in which to ex- 
hibit produce, etc. 
In IRßR a committee composed of \Villliam Henderson, 
Rohert Henderson and John Armstrong waited upon the 
council to make arrangements for the purchase of the present 
grounds which John Clement, then Reeve of Beverly, had 
hought with his own money and which he sold to the council 
tor the same sum. The conncil also built the Drill Shed, which 
is 80 feet long and 4ü feet wide. The society made a bee to level 
the grounds and lwfOl'e Octoher of I8GR e,>erythmg was in good 
condition. J n that, year the fair was held on the new grounds , 
and the grain, roots and vegetables, hutter, cheese, ladies' 
wOl'k, etc., were exhibited in the commodious Drill Shed. The 
show day of 11-;08 was' wet, hut that did not deter the erowd 
from heing present. 
Ko aurlitors had been elected by the society up to the be- 
'ginning ot 1860, but in January of that year, John Clement 
and Wallace :McDonald were elected to fill that office. The 
present auditors are .James Bilton Plastow and \Villiam 'Vood, 
the formel' being elected to that position thirteen years and the 
latter nine years ago. 
'Villiam Henderson, sr., held the position of president 
eight years, the position of vice-president four years, and that 
of auditor eight years. In retir'ing from the president's chair, 
in January 1870, he was tendered a hearty vote of thanks for 
his long and valuahle services to the :wciety. 
Experience and cbservation have clearly shown that the 
success or failUl'e of any enterprise, depends mainly on th
 
secretary-tl'easurer. If he he inattentÏ\'e to details, careless in 
the dischar'ge of his duties and reckless in the expenditUl'e of 
the funds, the undertaking will come to naul-{ht. On the other 
hand, if he be watchful of small matter's, careful in the per- 
formance of his wOl'k, econ0 1 nical in management, the enterprise 
is nearly Sl1l'P to succeed. 
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Now for eighteen years the society had the latter kind of 
man for secretary-treasurer, in the person of John At'mstrong-. 
He grappled with llJany difficulties, overcame the prejudices of 
many and notwithstanding the limited membership, small 
governm('nt grants and meagre municipal assistance, he stuck 
to the ship, and although at times it apparently was sinking, 
yetheperseveredin his efforts, brought itout of danger, unfurled 
its sails and made it ride triumphant. In 18i1, 
lr. Armstrong 
was compelled, through illness and infirmity of years, to resign 
the position of secretary-treasurer. At the annual meeting of 
the society held January Hth, ]871, the following resolution 
was unanimously passed: .. Moved by 'ViJIiam Henderson, sr" 
seconded by Christopher Rickel', That the thanks of this meet- 
ing be tendered to 
[r. John Armstrong, secretary-treasurer, 
for the very efficient manner in which he has discharged the 
duties of said office during the long time he has occupied the 
same, that this meeting sympathizes with him in his sickness, 
and further that the sum of twenty dollars be presented to him 
from the funds of the society, and that a copy of this resolution 
be inserted in the minutes of the society. 
At the SatlJe meeting \Valace McDonald was elected to suc- 
ceed .:\Ir. Armstrong. )lr'. l\IcDonald was not very long in 
office when he began to intl'oduce into the affair's of the she w 
the same methodical arrangellient he exhibits in all his oth':>l" 
matters. He abolished the rihbon prizes, substituting the 
modern prize tickets instead. He [napped out the Township 
into districts and apportioned to each director his tel'l'itory. 
Recognizing that nine directors, the number required by law, 
"ere too few for so large a townshir;, additional ones were 
elected in 1Hi3. The result was an increased membership and 
more directors to as<;ist in managing the sPow, The show 
made maJ'vellous str'ides during ::\11'. l\lcDol1ald's management, 
as shown by the following:-The entries in 18il wel'e 5ïï and 
in 18iG they were 127ï, waking an increase of iOO in six years. 
The amount pain in prizes in 1871 was $2:{2,23 and in 18iO the 
amcunt was $:.{R;).iO, an increase of $1;)B.t5. Another important 
feature intrcduced by l\Ir. McDonald, in 18U, was the special 
prize department. It had a very small heginning, as the fol- 
lowing special prIze list will show, (the first ever published by 
the society in the prize liHt and on small dodgeJ's):- 
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LIST OF SPECIAL PRIZES FOR 187-1. 
By J. B. Plastow, mE'rch
.tnt, Rockton.-For bpst five yard:> 
checked or striped flannel for ladie
' dresse
, cash $1. For heH 
ten yards rag carpet, cash $1. 
By Robert Evans, seed merchant, Hamilton.- For the three 
largest Swpde turnips. cash 75c.; second best , jOc. For three 
large"ìt and hest shaped Swede turnips, 75c.; second hest, :;Oc. 
For twelve lar'gest turnips, any varipty, $1; second hpst, :JOc. 
For best six lar
est white canúts, 7.)c.; second hest. :;Oc. For' 
two pounds fresh hutter, $1; seclmd best. 73c. 
Totq,1 amount, $!},OO. 


\YALLACE .:\kDox.\.LD, Secretar)'. 
Rockton, September 21st, 1874. 
As many would like to know who were the successful COUl- 
petitors in the above classes, their names are given in the 
order as per above list. 
Plastow's specials-1st prize, 1\1rs. Robert Young. 1st prize, 
Fred Ed wards. 
Evans'sppcials-lst prizE', \ViIliam Thompson: spcond, 
Thos. Gray. 1st prize , David Patterson: sE'cond. Rohert Tel- 
ford.. 1st prize, William Dickson (7th concessiolJ); second , 
.Tas, \V. Thompson. 1st prize, John Cleland: second, John 
Malcolm, jr. 1st prize, l\Irs. Thomas Thompson: second, 31rs. 
\Villiam Thompson. 
The special prizes after the first year were principally in 
articles which were collected and placed on exhibition on day 
of show. They added very much to the appearance of the 
drill shed. From year to year they kept on incr easing and in 
1876, the last year of 1\11'. McDonald's managpment as secretary, 
the special prizes amounted to $13!.70. 
At the annual meetinp- of the society held in the town!i'hip 
hall, on Friday, 12th day of January, 1877, \Vallace McDonald 
resigned the secretaryship. The following motion is recorded 
in the minutes of that meeting :--1\1oved by David Patterson, 
seconded hy Robert Young, That whereas \Vallace ,McDonald,. 
ESQ" who has discharged his duties as secretary-treasurE'r of 
this society so efficiently, is now leaving the active duties of 
that office 1 he it rE'solved that a hearty and cordial vote of 
thanks be tendered 
lr. McDonald for the able mllnnpr in which 
he has performed for six years the onerous dutips of that officE'. 
Carried unanimously by a standing vote, 
At thE' same meeting, in January 1877, the dir'ect(Jrs elected 
David Bell, the present secretary-treasur'er, as 
Ir. McDonald's 
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suc('e::5sor. :\Ir>. Bell, wOI'king- in much the same lines as his 
predece
sor, has advancerl the interE'sts of the I5how very 
IlHltt'l'ially. By his act.Ì\'e canvassing for special prizes he has 
made the name a familiar one to all the leading- merchants in 
Hamilton. Dundas, Galt, St. George, Preston and other places. 
nut'ing his management the prizE's offered each year ha\-e 
exceeded $1,200, of which about $.')00 were in special prizes. 


THE ORHH
 uF THE" \VORLD'S F.-HR." 


Aftt:'r the show of IS7H, 
h. Andl ew Kernighan invited 
.:;everal editOl's to partake of his hospitality. Let us take a 
glance at the group as they sit around the festive board. ThE're 
were Herhert GardnE'r and J. G. Buchanan of the Hamilton 
.. Times," T. J. Bell of the" Spectator," Jamps Somervillp of 
the Dundas" TruE' Banner," H. K. Kernighan (The Kha.n ) of 
the Toronto .. \Vorld," 
Ii:-;s Kernighan and the host and host- 
ess. Of course their talk was all ahout the show, its fine fea- 
tUl'f'S, the big crowd, t:'tc. They all chimed in that there was 
n0 township 
ho\\' in the Pro\Tince that could compare with it. 
"Yes," said 1\1rs. Kernigha.n, .. it should bE called the \Vorld's 
Fait. since all the world ('omes to it." The editors smIlpd and 
nodrled assent, and all agl'E'ed, with much laughter and more 
tea, that it should hencefol,th be called the "\V orld's Fair." 
Soon the tpa was over. good-hyes said, and the guests were off. 
But what was the astunishllwnt of :\11'15. Kernighan when each 
of the papelS the next day had its article about the show head- 
ed with tht:' magn iticen t title" , The \V orId's Fair' at Rockton." 
Sillce that time it has heen called the" 'VorId's Fair," and 
people that are capahle of judging of the attractions and crowds 
at township shows say t hat it is an appropriate name. The 
nallu' " \V orId's Fair" first al'>pear'ed on the posters in 187H. 
sinl"e which tinw it has occupied a prominent place on the prize 
lists and posters. 
To show with what rapid strides the fair has advanced 
since 18ïï, it is only necessary to compare the following figures. 
The memhE'I's fOl' 11'177 were :!()SJ; in 1

, they numbered 280. 
The entr'ies in IH77 wer'e 121H; in lR
B they numbered 2.196. hi 
I "77 the amout paid in pl'ize
 amounted to $;)11.10; in IBRð the 
amount wa
 $!)7f),7:>, an incl'ease of $,t(),j,6.J. The amount offered 
in special prizes. in 1
7ï was $2
ß.ßO: in 18S8, the amount 
otf..J'f-'cl was $407. In 1877 an admission fee of 10 cel.ts was 



THE AGRIC.TLTeRAL HISTORY. 


W7 


charged at thE' dour of Drill HllE'd and by that mE'ans quite a 
sum was arlded each year to the funds. In 18SS the 01'111 Shed 
charge was abolished and a ('harge of 10 cents was made at the 
gate leading to the show gl'ounds. 
The pl'ize list was at first published nn small hand hills, 
As the prize list becanae larger :l- sheet, 
 sheet and full sheet 
posters were USE'd. Tht' latter kind of posters were used for 
many years. But the prize list and the special prize list had he- 
come so largE', that the present secrE:'tal'y in 1
;j, got out a pri,æ 
list in pamphlet form. The pamphlets are recognized by every- 
.one a'5 being more convenient and suitable than the posters. 
The prize list pamphlet for lHHO is truly a magnificent 
one indeed, and contains the histOl'v of tne Beverly Township 
Show. The ("over i
 a fine s[JPcimen of the lithographic art 
and the heautifully toned papE'r and admirable letter-pret:s 
work, add grace and beauty to the hook. No finer prize list 
was ever got out hy any Township or County Agricultural 

ociety in the Dominion. The officers for the year H
Sn, are 
President, John A. Cornell; Yice President, )lorris ShE'lIard ; 
Secretary-Treasurer. David Bell. 
The following extracts are taken from the leading news- 
:papers of the Province about the \V orId's Fair of 1RSH :- 
From the Tr ronto Daily .Mail of October 11th, 1888: .. The 
grE'at BE'verly Township Show, famous in the surrounding 
counties as the" 'Vorld's Fair," was held yesterday and was a 
complete success, nearly n,ooo persons being pl'psent. Fr'nnl 
,eal'ly morning the rigs of evel'y description came streaming 
into the little village of Rockton. and the vicinity was soon 
cr('wded. The exhihits \\ E're numerous, the total number 
bE'ing nearly 2,-lOO. Everything passE'd off without accident, 
though the crowd indulged in all the antics that have made 
this show so well known and so popular." 
From the Hamilton Daily Spectator of October]] th, 1S.-;S: 
"The \Vorld'" Fair was as usual a lively and interesting 
agricultural show that managed to get along without patent 
medicines, cowboys, fiery untamed halloon ascensions, trotting 
races and similar features which lately havE' beer looked upon 
as indispensable adjuncts of well regulated Expositions of big 
pumpkins. The weather yesterday was delightful, and an im- 
mense crowd gathered at Rockton trom all parts of the coun- 
try. By B o'clock the fair was in full blast, and fully 8,Om 
persons crowded the ground and Drill Shed whp.re most of the 
-exhibits were placed. ThE' spacE' in which the show was held 
was hlack with people. The 
how itself \vas the largest evel 
hE'ld, nearly 2,-lOO exhihits being on the grounds." 
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From tbe Hamilton E\"ening Times of October lltb , 1&;8: 
" The ,V orld's Fair at Rockton took place yesterday and was 
more successful tban any of its predecessors. The attendance 
was larger, the number of entries three hundred in .:>xc-ess of 
last year, and the quality of exbibits, ahead, if possible, of any- 
thing before seen at this illustrious show. It was estimated thstt 
when the fair was at its height in the afternoon fully 8,000 
people were present. Vne of the curiosities at the fair was a 
pair of socks , the wool and yarn for which were carded, spun 
and knit by Mrs. John Purdy, sr., a lady Hi) years of age." 
From the Dundas" True Banner" of October 18th, 1888:- 
"There is no show like the 'V ord's Fair in the borders of any 
five counties in Ontario for magnificent cattle, horses, sheep 
and swine. Ther'e are no finer exhibits of grain and seeds, no 
more abnormally large roots and veget
bles and no finer fruit. 
The housewives of Beverly cannot be excelled for their hutter, 
bread, pickles and preserves, neither can they nor their daugh- 
tt>rs fOt, one moment feel ashamed of theÏ1' products of their 
husy fingèrs in higher employments. Painting, fancy WOt'k, 
fine sewing, all come easy to these busy and capable daughters 
ot Beverly. And as on each farm and in each household there 
is keen interest from grandfather to grandchild, from the hoss 
to the hired boy, in the "r Ot'ld's Fair, the result is seen in a 
competition in every class tbat is as keen as it is creditable. 
This year there was more order' and system than ever before. 
The Drill Shed was sooner thrown open and the immensecrowds 
were thus enabled to see the fine display therein in sections and 
comparative comfort. there were 1ll00'e attractive features about 
the fair than ever before, and all in all it was better managed, 
better patronized and a bettel' fair than in any pre\-ious year. 
The entries footed up to the grand total of 2386." 
From tbe Dundas Standard of October lRtb, 18&3 :-" The 
attendance at the \V orld's Fair was larger than at any pre- 
VIOUS exhibition. In all departments, with the exception of 
poultry and heavy draught horses, the exhibits were more 
numerous than in former years, while the quality showed that 
suhstantial progress towards perfection had been made during 
the year. E\'erything passed off smoothly and satisfactorily, 
owing Lo the indefatigable and well-directed efforts of 1\11'. 
David Bell. the efficient and able secretary. The society 
possesses in 
Ir. Bell an officer of whom any management 
ougbt to feel proud. In every respect is Beverly to he con- 
gratulated on the success which attended their exhibition for 
the year 1888." 
From the Galt Reformer :-" Whatever it may be that has 
given the 'V orld's Fair such a ,'eputation , most eertainly it has 
such and this year surpassed all previous ones. From east and 
west, from north and south, scores of conveyances made their 
way into the village of Rockt.on on the morning of the show 
and the crowd has been variously estimated at from 7000 to 
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to 10000 persons. Nor was the multitude disappointed. The 
exhibition in every line was capital, the total entries number- 
ing' nearly 2-100. 
From the" Galt RepOI'ter": .. The \V orId's Fair, the only 
yard wide and all wool purely agricultural exhibition, took 
place at the hub of Beverly, on \Vednesday. Attracted by the 
beautiful fall day the Beverlcnian's and others turned out in 
their thOlàsands. The attendance was much larger than atany 
previous exhibition. The entries numbpred about 2,a.30, which 
is 300 in excess of last year, and by fn,r the largest in the history 
of the show. In the booth there was a good displav of dairy 
products, ext.ra fine show of roots and fruits, and scme beauti- 
ful specimens of ladies' work." 
THE PLOl:'"GHING MATCH. 
The annual ploughing match held under the auspices of the 
Beverly Agricultural Society, was an event that t'oused the 
ambition and fired the enthusiasm of many a young lad and 
sturdy sire of the Township of Be\'erly. The fol1owing com- 
mittee, viz.: John Carruthers, Preserved Cooley and Trie 
Vanmeter, appointed by the directors at their June meeting in 
1853, made full arrangements and carried out the first plough- 
ing match. It was held on a farm then owned by \Villiam 
Shannon, now owned and occupied by Da\'id Main, near Shef- 
field. The nameA of the su\."cessful competitors in the mens' 
class were, John )[cMullen, first prize; James Swinton, see-ond 
prize; Charles Swinton, third prize, In the boys' class the 
fol1owing came off victorious: Thomas \Vatson, first prize; 
William )lenzies, second prize. The second one took place 
again near Sheffield, on )11', Crawford's farm, on 21st October, 
18M. The committee that had charge of the same was Samuel 
Congo. .John Menzies and Preserved Gooley. The first three 
names in each class as given in the Prize \Vinners' Lists below, 
tell who the successful competitors were in 1831-. The following 
acted at different times on committees and assisted in making 
the ploughing matches successful, viz.: David Peregrine, 
Jost'ph Boyle, Archibald Stewart, John P. Lawr
s()n, John .:\[c- 
Mullen, \ViUiam Henderson, \Villiam \Vatt, Andrew )[c- 
Knight, \ViJliam Drone, John Malcolm, \Villiam Riddle, John 
Johnston, William Thompson, \Vi1liam Ni
het, John Arm- 
strong', .James T. Smith, Peter McColl, James Cowe, Thomas 
Thompcion, .John Robinson, Rohert Henderson, Rohert Hunter, 
Christopher Ricker, James Blake, John Robson, Henry 
'Chambers, John Frier. The ploughing match wa., shifted 
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about from year to year. to places that wpre deemed most suit- 
able. It existed twenty-tlll'ee years, heing held eighteen times 
in thp tall of the year and fh-e times in the spring. It was 
fairly well attended, hut the entries in the different classes were 
not as large as they should have been. In genel'al there were 
three classes, viz : ::\Iens' class, youths' class fr'om fifteen to 
eighteen year's of age, boys' class undel' fifteen yaars of age. 
G-enerally three prizes were awarded to each class. In 1Rm and 
in 1867, members were admitted from other Townships and 
allowed to compete. As a good many would like to know the 
names of the prize winners the following lists are given: 
Prize winners in bovs' class:- \Villiam ::\Ienzies, Thomas 
"'atson, John Frier, \Villiam Chambers. -- Lawrason. 
Robert Dickie, John \Veir, John Boyle , James :McDonald, 
Thomas Armstrong, John Stewart. James 'Vilson, ',"alter 
Armstrong, James Smith, .James Thompson, James Barber, 
Reuben 'Yedge, Thomas Little. Sih"ester ColE', Robert Patter- 
son, \Yilliam Renwick, John Armstrong .ir" Robert TurnbulJ,. 
.James ::\IaItin, \Villiam Ballantyne, GeOl'ge \Vhetham, John 
Thompson, Hobert Barlow. Thomas Shearing, James Patter- 
son, .James l\Ialcolm, Rohprt Drone, C'harlel'ò Stewart, James 
Clark. 
Prize winners in men's class :-James Swinton, Uavid 
Peregl'ine. Thomas Swinton, James Hichie, John l\Ic::\Iullen, 
Charles Swinton, Stephpn Gordon, John TholliJ:son, \Yilliam 
:i\Ienzies, John Frier, .James Har'per, Robert \Vait, Hector 
l\IcCoag, Ed
in Gray. Thomas Gordon. David Magill, Robert 
Simms, .John l\1artin, John Boyle, .James lUau. .John Stewart, 
B. \
anslcklp, \Villiam McQueen. Thomas Barlow, 'Villiam 
Thompson, Dundas Kinnaird, Heuben "'edge, Ðpnnis 
Ic- 
Carthy. Albert Deary, 'Villiam TurnhulJ, George \Vhetham. 
\\Ti1liam Cowie, James ::\Iartin. 'Villiam Rpnwick. 


THE _\

'T_\L DIXXER. 
As the I'ipplings move onward and outward long after the 
spot that ga\-e them birth is motionless and still. so there are 
times in the lives of persons, societies and nations, when the 
heat't is moved, thE' ;tffections swaYE'd, the mind controlled, the 
life changpd and impres
ions made. long after the events that 
gave them existence have passed away. 
uch might be said 
of the annual dinner thnt for many years was held in eonnec- 
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tion with the Beverly Agricultural Society. It is many years 
since it ceasl:d to exist, but still the gay laughter, the 
tirr-in
 
songs, the wise counsels, the in!'piring thought:;., the patriotic 
speeches, the words of warning and encouragement, the spar,,- 
ling- wit and the strong friendships are permeating societ
y to- 
day. It sprang into existem'e about the time the show began 
and was patr'onized by the noblest and best in the county. Its 
fame spread hI' and wide and just prevÌlms to its rlecline it 
was considered one of the great events of the year. Generally 
speaking- the annual dinner commenced at about;) o'clocK on 
show day and broke up about 12 o'clock. 
On visiting the place where it was held, we find the house- 
has been moved away and forms a dwelling- house now o.vned 
by David Bell. The very foundation hns b
en taken away and 
"the very spot where many a time they trIUmphed is forgot.'? 
The owner of the land, \Vallace l\1cDonald, perhaps, in honor of 
the glorious past, has made it a spot of beauty with beautiful 
flowers whose redolent odors perfume the passing- hreeze. The- 
building was at the north-west corner' of Far'mer's hotel, and 
was known then and for many years afterwards as " the old 
ball r'ooUl." 
ometimes those that sat down to dinner num- 
bered eighty. The average number.. however, was ahout fifty. 
Up to 185g the dinner was prepared by John Harrisoll , familarly 
known as Black Jack. That year Thos. )IcCusker became the- 
proprietor of the hotel. For eleven years it "as held a: l\Ic- 
Cusker's hotel. On the table were found nIl the delicacies that 
the country could pro\Tide and the stock of liquors included 
everything from the foaming- ùle to the br'illiant, sparkling 
champagne. Among the prominent men \\'ho frequented the- 
dinner the following is as correct a lis
 as cculd be obtained :- 
'Villiam Notman, Esq., .M. P. P. : Dr. )Idlahon, now 1\L 
P. P. for North \Ventworth; James Young, now Honorable 
James Youn
, Galt; .Jallies Somerville, now ::\1. P. for North 
Brant; James Cowan, afterwards .:\1. P., now Dominion Arhi- 
trator: Hugh McMahon, now Superior Court .J uòge, Toronto: 
Dr. J. B. Lundy, of Sheffield, now of P,'eston ; Thomas Stock, 
now Collector of Customs, Dundas; Robert Christie, after- 
wards 1\1. P. P. for North 'Vèntworth, now Inspector of 
Prisons, etc.; PE.ter Wood, afterwards Reeve of Beverly, now 
living in Brantford: .Tames McQueen, sr., Reeve of Bevel'ly 
for many years; "T. D. Donaldson, school teacher , afterwards 
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Reeve of 'Vest Flamboro': Thomas Bain, now M. P. for Nor.th 
\Ventworth; John Spence, of tl)e \Varder office, Dundas; R. 
T. \Vilson, Dundas; Robert McQueen, now President of On- 
tario Teachers' Association; E. 
litchell, of the" Hamilton 
Times"; James :\lcMonies, then .:\1. P. for Nort.h \VentwOI.tb; 
John Harkness, teacher, KirkwaH; .Tames McQueen, jr., now 
Postmaster at Dundas; Thos. Ratt, Dundas; "\Villiam Tunis, 
Greensville; Charles Durl'ant, \Vest Flamboro'; \Villiam 
Drone, Bevel'lv; John Tl1nis,\Vest Flamboro'; David Spence, 

I'OV; S. P. Stipe, Barton; John .:\Ienzies, Beverly; George 
Bruce, of \Vaterloo; \Villiam \Vilkins, Ancaster; Joseph 
Hoyle, Beverly, now lh'ing in Dundas; Stephen Nisbet, Be\'erly; 
Joseph 'Vebster, of Ashbourne :\1ills; \Villialll Dickson, Reeve 
of Beverly for 1851: \Valter Coleleug-h, \Vest Flamboro'; Wil- 
liam Ht'nderson, sr., Rockton; John Malcolm, Deputv-Reeve 
of Bevel'ly for 18ßß; Adam Moffat, BeveI'ly; 1\11'. .:\Ieredith, 
hardware merchant, Dundas; .Tames Burnett, of Dumfries ; 
James Carrie, Paris; Kenneth \Vishart, \Vest Flamhoro'; 
Captain McKnight, of Rockton; David Patterson, afterwards 
Deputy-Reeve of Beverly, now living' in Dundas; \Villiam 
Crawford, of 
heffield: Isaac H. Anderson, Dundas; 'Vm. 
Da vidson, .J as. Hethering'ton, James Davidson. 
After ample justice had been done to the spread and the 
clotb removed, the following is a sample of the programme 
usnally pl'e!o<pnted, "the feast of reason and flow of soul" being 
kept lip till 12 o'clock. The President presided at head of table 
and Vict'-Presidpnt at foct : 


TOASTS, 
OrR GRAC'lOUH MA.JEHTY QrEE
 VIC'TORIA. 
Spepch by "\Villiam Notman, .M. P. P. 
Song' hy \Villiam Drone. 
PHIXC'E OF \VALER .\
D MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL FA::\IILY. 
Speech by Thomas Stock. 
AR:\[Y AXD NA "Yo 
Hpeech
s by \Villiam Henderson, sr., and Captain Tunis. 
Hong, "Britannia Rules the 'Vave," lp.d by 
\Villiam Drone. 
OrR EDUCATIO
AL IN'TEREHTS. 
Speeches by Jl)hn Harkness, \V. D. Donaldson, Prof. Hare, 
.James McQueen, jr. 
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OL'R PROVI
CL\.L EXHIRITION. 

peeches b} \VilIiam Davidson and John Menzies. 

ong by Kenneth \Vishart. 
SeCCEHS TO OUR LITTLE GL\.
T, THE BEVERLY SHOW. 
Speeches by Pt>ter \V ood and Robet,t Christip. 

ong by 'Villiam Davidson. 
THE LE(
.\.L PHOFE:SSIO
. 
Spee('h by Hugh l\1c1\Iahon. 
THE .MEDICAL PROFERSIO
. 
Speech by DI'. J. B. Lundy. 
Ûc-R PRESIDENT 
Followed by a chorus. 
Speech by'thp President. 
VICE-PRESIDEXT A
D DIRECTORH t)}<' THE 
HOW. 
Speeches by William Ht>ndersol1, sr., and Joseph Boyle. 
Songs by Wm. Drone and James Davidson. 
THE J UDU ES OF OrR SHOW. 
Speeches by \Valter Colclengh, James Cowan, Thomas Hatt, 
David 
pence, Thos. Stock and George 
Br'uce of \Vaterloo. 
THE AHRIcrLTURAL I
TERESTS. 
Speeches by John Malcolm and James Burnett. 
THE MERCANTILE I
TERESTS, 
Speeches by \VilIiam Crawford and William 'Vilkins. 
Song by Kenneth \Vishart. 
SUCCESS TO Ûc-H RAILWAYS AND SHIPPI
U INTERESTS. 
Speechps by .Jas. Cowan, 1\1. P., and .Joseph Webster. 
THE PIONEERS OF BEYERLY. 
t;peeches by James :\[cQueen, sr., and Wm. Dickson. 
THE Sc-CCESSFUL CO
[PETITORR. 
Speeches by .Joseph Boyle, Adam 'Moffat and John .:\Ienzies. 
THE PRESS. 
Speeches by James Somerville of Dundas True Banner, Ed. 
Mitchell of thp Hamilton Times, James Young 
of Dumfries Reformer. 
TilE LADIES. . 
Sppeches by W. D. Donaldson and S. P. Stipe. 
".:\hNE HOST AND HOSTE
S." 
Reply by Thomas McCusker, pr'oprietor of the hotel. 
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The singing of "Auld Lang Ryne" b}' the company and th
 
playing of "God Have the Queen" hy the St. George hrass 
hand, closed the festive occasion. 
On one of the occasions the following lines were recited by 
"7. D. Donaldson : 
" Oh ! for a home in the country wide, 
And a seat by the farmer's wood fire-side. 
'VhPTe the fire hmns bright 
On a frosty night, 
'Vhen the jest and the song and the laugh are free. 
Oh! the farmer's home is the home for me." 
" Oh ! for a home in the country wide, 
In the golden days of the farmer's pride, 
\Yhen his harns are filled 
From the fields he tilled, 
'Vhen he finds that his yearly task is done , 
And , smiling at winter, bt' beckons it on." 
TOAST. 
" To THE )[E:\roRY OF OCR DE(,EA
ED FIUEXD. 'VILLU:\[ 
DICKROX. ., 
As given by'Y. D. Donaldson, Reeve of "Test Flamboro' for 
1837,18.)8,1830, at the Annual Dinner, under the auspices 
of Be\'erly Agrkultural Society. held at Rock- 
ton, on the 20th Octoher-, 1 HnB. 
\V, D. Donaldson, on being called to r'espond to the toast 
of " Our Sister Societies," arose and said: Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen, before attempting to ret'Opond to the toast last given, 
I desire to crave your indulgence fOt, a few moments while J 
propose a toast, which may at first sight seem to some of yon 
as ill-timed and inappropriate, but I think, that on ref.lection 
you will all agree with me, that it is an opportune time, to 
honor the memory of one who fc>l' many years sat with us 
around the festive board. Very many will rt'llJembt'r his kind 
look, his pleasant smile and brotherly counsels, It is proper 
that we should pause for a moment or two in the midst of our 
mirth and jollity, to speak of the nohlt' qualities of OlIr deceased 
friend, to bring hack to our minds his heroic WOl"k in the insti- 
tution of :Heverly Agricultural Society. and the eagerness with 
which he always delighted to do his work in bUIlding it up. 
The deceased also took a prominent and actÍ\"e pal't in Town- 
ship business. 
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Death, my friends, we know is the COlUlllon lot of all. 
poet says 


The 


" Just a little sunshine, 
Just a little cloud, 
Just a little glimpse of joy. 
Then a heart that's hound, 
.J ust a httle tranquil hour; 
.J ust a little strife; 
This is all the story 
Of every mortal life," 
It is not mete that we should mourn and be sad, for does not 
the poet say 
" By the cot of the peasant where poverty weeps. 
And the palace where royal
y dines, 
Down over the cradle where infancy sleeps, 
And up wher'e the strong statesman shines, 
There closely impinges a · garden of loves," 
\Vhere never a tear-drop is shed, 
And the flowers ever bloom, 'mid the cooinJ! of dove
. 
'Tis the beautiful land of the dead. 
" Our brethren who dwell in that land of delight, 
'l\Iid its music and sunshine and mirth, 
Are those who were tl'ue unto God and the right 
In this wearisome, sorrowful earth; 
And each as they come, by his favor restored, 
To fountains of gladness are Jed, 
And Jive in the light of the smile of the Lord, 
In the beautiful land of the dead." 

1y friends, I give you the toast: ., To the loving memory of 
om' deceased fl'iend 'VIlliam Dickson." 
The toast was drunk in solemn silence. 
[n 18ß8 the annual dinner wa::,; held at the Rockton House. 
In 181i
1 it w
'3 prepared by 'Valter Barron, of Romulus, and 
held in the Drill Shed. In 1870 it was taken back to the Rock- 
ton House, where John Anderson served it up in good style for 
six years. The annnal dinner was given given in 187() at the 
Rockton House, since which time it lapsed into desuetude. 
The reason for its discontinuance was that the show had 
a
sumed greater proportions and consequently greater labor 
was required of the judges and directors on shl)w day; also 
that a .. .hdp,es' and Directors'" dinner was substituted in its 
pl3ce and which is held at 10 o'clock on the morning of the fail'. 
The first dinner at 10 o'clock a. m., was prepared by John 
Anderson, in 1877. For the past eleven years, it has hepl1 pre- 
pared by 
h. and )Irs. Alexander BeJI in such magnificent 
style that it is known far and near' as the sumptuous .. 'VorJd's 
Fair" dinner. 
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LIIST OF OFFICERS A:XD DIRECTORS. 
The following is a complete list of the officers and directors 
for each year since the organization of the Society: 
1853. 
\Vm. Dickson, President. Geo. Jones, Vice-President. 
John Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors :-\VilIiam 
Coleman, Preserved Cooley, .Tohn Cowe, John Carruthers, Trie 
Venmeter, \Vm. Henderson, Robert Thompson, Seth Holcomh, 
James Gray. 


1834. 
\Vm. Dickson, President. \Vm. Henderson, Yice-Presi- 
dent. John Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors:- 
Samuel Congo, John Warnock, \Vm. Robinson, John \Vest- 
over, \Vm. Coleman, John Menzies, Robert Thompson, Robert 
ùhristie, Preserved Cooley. 
IS;);}. 
\Vm. Dickson, .President. Robert Christie, VICe-Presi- 
dent. John Armstrong, 
ecretary-Treasurer. Directors:- 
John Carruthers, Samuel Congo, .John Warnock, Preserved 
Cooley, \Vm. Coleman, Robert Thompson, John \Vestovel', 
Malachi Sager, sr., \Vm. Robinson. 
1s.-16. 
\Vm. Dickson, President. David Peregrine, Vice-Presi- 
dent. John Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors:- 
John Carruthers, Archibald Stewart, John Warnock. Pre- 
served Cooley, John P. Lawrason, Joseph Boyle, Jas. :Kichol, 
John E. Harris, ,,, m. Robinson. 
1857. 
\Vm. Diekson, President. \Vm. Henderson, Vice-Presi- 
dent. John Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors:- 
John Carruthers, Archibald Stewart, John l\IcMullen, John 
\Varnock, John P. Lawrason, Joseph Bovle, James Nichol, 
John E. Harris, \Vm. Robinson. 
1838. 
\Vm. Dickson, President. \Vm, Henderson, Vice-Presi- 
dent. .tohn Armstrong, Recretary-Treasurer. Directors:- 
.John Carruthers. Archibald Rtewart, John 
fcMunen, \Vm. 
Hammil. .John P. Lawl'8son. Joseph Boyle. James 
ichol, 
Henry Bugner, DaviiJ :\lartin. 
ISf>H. 
\Vm, Dickson, President. .Tohn .McMullen, Vice-President. 
John Armstrong, Recretary-Treasurer. Directors :-John 
Carruthers, Andrew McKnight. Preserved Cooley, John \Yar- 
Dock, John P. Lawrason, \VUJ. Xisbet, \Vm. Watt, Henry 
Bugner, David :\Iart,in, 
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1860. 
'Vm. Dickson, Prpsident. \Vm. Henderson, Vice-Presi- 
dent. John Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors:- 
Henrv Gilhet,t. \Vrn. Nisbet, James Smith, .John P. Lawrason, 
"Tm:Riddle, \Vm. Drone, David l\Iartin, Andrew :\IcKnight, 
"Tm. \Vatt, 


It;öl. 
'Vm. Henderson, President. \Vm. Drone, Vice-President. 
.John Al'mstrong, Secretar'v-Treasurer. Directors :- \Vm. 
Riddle, 
'as. T. Smith, John P. Lawrasun, John Malcom, Wm. 
'Vatt, 'Vm. Nisbet, \Vm. Thompson, Andrew McKnight, 
Thos. Fletcher. 
U;l)2. 
'Vm, Henderson, President. 'Vm. Nisbet, Vice-President. 
.Tohn Armstrong, 
ecretary-Treasurer, Directors:-'\Ym. Rid- 
dle, Jas. T. Smite, John p, Lawrason, \Vm. \Vatt, Jas. Bishop 
Andrew McKnight, '\Vm. Thompson, John Malcolm, Thomas 
Fletcher. 


1863. 
Wm. Henderson, President. 'Vm. Nisbet, Vice President. 
John Armstrong. Secretary-Treasurer, Directors:-John Mal- 
com, 'Villialll 'Vatt, Claude Lapsley, James T. Rmith, James 
Bishop, John Kirkpatrick, .Tohn P. Lawrason. Wm. Thompson, 
Edmund Cartwright. 


186-1-. 


'Vrll. Henderson, President. Wm. Drone, Vice-President. 
John Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors: -John )len- 
zies, \Vm. Watt, Claude Lapsley, James T. Smith, Peter Mc- 
Coll, James Bishop, John P. Lawrason, Thomas Thompson, 
'Villiam Cowe. 


1863. 


"m. Henderson, President. Wm. Dl'one, Vice-President. 
John Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors:-James T. 
Smith, John P. Lawrason, .John Menzies, Robert Henderson, 
'Vm. 'Vatt, Thomas Thompson, Claude Lapslev, \Vm. Cowe, 
.James Bishop. 


1800. 


'\Villiam Henderson, President. John P. Lawra!'on, Vice- 
Pr'esident. John Armstron
, Secretary-Tr'easurer, Directors: 
James T. Smith, Robt. 1\1. Beemer, John l\Ipnzies, Roht. Hen- 
derson, \Vm. \Vatt, John Rob:nson, John Valens, Robt, Hun- 
ter, James Bbhop. 


1867. 


John P. Lawrason, President. RobPrt Henderson, Vice- 
President. John Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer, Directors: 
-Robert Huntpr, Robert 1\1. Beemer, John Johnston, Chris. 
Ricker, Wm. 'Vatt, John Robinson, Edmund Cartwright, R 
R. Hunter, James Bishop. 
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-;. 
'Villiam Henderson, President. Robert Hender<;on, Yiee- 
Pr'e::;ident. .Tohn Armstrong, Secretary-Trpasurpr. Oirpctors: 
-Rohprt Huntpr, Rohert M. BeenlPr, James Blake. Chris. 
Ricker, \Vm. 'Vatt, John Rohinson, Edmund Cartwright, R. 
R. Hunter, James Bishop. 


] R()ü. 


\Villiam Henderson, Pre!;,ident. Robert Henderson, Yice- 
President. .John Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors: 
-Robert Henderson, Henry Cham hers, James Blake, Chris. 
Ricker, \Vm. 'Vatt, John Rohinson, Edmund Cartwright. 
Hugh McKnight, .Jame::; Bishop. Auditors :-John Clement, 
'Val!ace .\IcDonald. 
]870. 
Roher't Hender'son , President. Robprt Hunter, Vice-Presi- 
dent. John Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors:- 
Thomas )[eKnight , John Fripr, Edmund Cartwright, \Villiam 
\Vatt. Chris. Ricker, Henry Chambers, James Bishop. John 
Robinson, James T. Smith. Auditors :-John Clement" \Val- 
lace )[cDonald. 
]
71. 
Robprt Hpndel'son, Pr'esident, Chris. Ricker, Yice-Presi- 
dent. \Vallace McDonald, Secretary-Treasurer. Director's:- 
Andrew .\IcKnight, jr" Edmund Cartwright, Joseph Bowman, 
James Bishop, James T. :-;mit h. .John Menzies, sr' l \Villiam 
'VaU. Henry Chamhers, Jame::,; Patterson. Auditors :-'Vi!- 
liam Hendprson, .John ('Iernent. 
1872. 
('hris. Ricker, President. Joseph Bowman, Vice-President. 
\Vallace )lcDonald, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors :-.John 
Patterson 1 Thomas Cook, Rohert Fergusson, James T. Smith, 
David Patterson, .John Menzies. sr'" Henry Chamhers, 'Villiam 
\Vatt, James Patter
on. Auditors :-John Clement, \Villiam 
Henderson. 
]H73. 
Chris. Ricker, President. .Joseph Bowman, Vice-Pre::,;ident. 
'Vallacp .\lcDonald, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors :-.1ohn 
Paterson, Thomas Cook, Rober.t Henderson, James T. Smith, 
Dayid Patterson, Henry Blake. Henry Chambers, \Villiam 
\Vatt, James Patterson, Henry Howar d, Edwin th'ay, Brewin 
Uornell, John Clement, .Tamps B. Keachie, 'Valter Tl1I'nhull, 
Charles Patterson, Hobert Fergusson, \VIlliam Thompson, sr. 
Auditors, '''''m. Hendprson, Roher't Hunter. 
1874. 
Chris. Ricker, President. David Patterson, '-ice-President. 
\Vallace .\IcDonald, Spcretary-Tr'easurer. Directors:-James 
T. Smith. Henry Chambers, Robt. Young, Edwin Gray, Henry 
Blake, .John Paterson, Robert Fergusson, James B. Keachie, 
'Yilliam 'VaU, Brewin Cornell, Thomas Cock, Henry Howard. 
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Henry Bugner, Emerson Clement, James Patter'son, \Villiam 
Hunter, Abram Betzner, .J oseph A reher, Auc1itors:- \Villiam 
Henderson, John :\Ienzies, sr. 
1R73. 
David Patterson, President. Robert Fergusson, Yice-Pres- 
ident. \Vallace McDonald, Secretary-Treasurer, Directors:- 
Henry Bugner, Henry Howard, Henry Chambers, George At- 
kins, .John A. Cornell, James T. Smith. Robert Telford, Tho::,;, 
Purd
T, Roht. Young , Fir'man Clement, Emerson Clement,\Ym. 
Hunter, Thos. S. Henderson , Brewin Cornell, John Paterson, 
Thomas Cook, Chris. Rickel', \Vm. Menzies, Richard Bannpn. 
Âllditors:-\Vm. Henderson, sr., David Hell. 
18.6. 
Robert Fergusson, President. Richard Bannen, '-iee- 
President. \Vallace :\lcDonald. Secretary-Treasurer. Direc- 
tors :-Henry Bugner. David Patterson, Nathan Vansickle, 
Henry Howard, Emerson Clement, Henry Cham hers, \Villian
 
Hunter, George Atkins, Thos. S, Hender::,;on, John A. Cornell, 
Brewin Cornell, David Bell, John Patel'son, \ViIliam At'cher, 
Angus McKellar, Robert Telford, Chris. Ricker, Robt. Young, 
\Vm. Menzies, Robert Hendersoll. .Auditors:- \Vrn. Hender- 
son, sr., .\.lexander Bell, jr. 
1877. 
Richard Barmen, President. Hobert Young, Vice-Presi- 
dent, David Bell, Secretary-Treasurer. Directürs :-Henry 
Bugner, Nathan Vansickle, Emerso:1 Clement, Robert Hunter, 
Thos. S. Henderson, Brewin Cornell, '\Tm. .Archer, Robt. Tel- 
ford, Thomas .:\IcDonald, Robert Henderson, David Patterson, 
Henry Howard, Henry Chambers, Geo. Atkins, John A, 
Cornell, \Vm. 'Vood, An
us McKellar, Chris. Ricker, 'Vil1iam 
Menzies, James Colhns, .John Paterson, \Villiam Bair'd. Audi- 
tor::; :-Wm. Hender'son, sr., Jame::,; B. Plastow. 
1878. 
Robert Young, President. Henry Bugner, Ylee-President." 
David Be11, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors :-David Patter'1., 
son, Chris. Ricker, Brewin Corne11, \Villiam Menzies, Joseph 
Boyle, Richard Bannen, Jererr.iah Cornell, Angus :McKellar, 
Henry Chambers, John A. Corne11, \Villiam 'Vood, Henry 
Howard, Thos, S. Henderson, Samuel Hunter, Thomas .:\lc- 
Donald, \Villiam Archer, James Collins, Emerson Clement, 
John Patterson, George Atkins, Edwin Gray, 'Villiam Baird, 
WaI1ace McDonald, Charles Patterson, Robert Henderson. 
Auditors:- 'Vm. Henderson, sr., Jas. B. Plastow. 
1879. 
Henry Bugm
r, President. Brewin Cornell, Vice-President. 
David Bell, Secretary-Tr'easurer. Directors :-Henry Howat'd, 
Robert Young, William :\Ienzies, David Patterson, John Pat- 
terson, Rkhard Hannen, Charles Patterson, Jeremiah Cornell, 
John A. Cornell, Edwin Gray, Chris. Ricker, Angus .:\lcKellar, 
.Emerson Clement, Samuel C. Cornell, Bt:nry Chamhel's, \Vm. 
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\Y ood, Thomas ,McDonald, Wallace .:\IcDonald, 'V m. Baird, 
Robert Henderson, Thos. Purdy, .Jos. Boyle, George Atkins, 
.Tames Collins, \Villiam Thompson, sr. Auditors :-James B. 
Plastow, John G. Cochrane. 
1880. 
Br'ewin Cornell, Pr'esident. Edwin Gray, Vice-President. 
DaviJ Bell, Secretary-Trea:mr'er. Directors :-Henry Bugner, 
Richard Bannen, Joseph Boyle, E. Clement, Robert Young, 
.John Paterson, Chris. Ricker', Thomas McQueen, David Patter- 
son, Henry Ch'tmhers, 'VIlJ. 3Ienzies, Thomas Purdy, \Villiam 
Tait, Thomas 
I('Donald, .Jeremiah Cornell, Samuel C. Cornell, 
John A, Cornell, Angus .:\lcKellar, Rohert Henderson, John F. 
Thompson, James Collins, Henry Howard, George Atkins, 
".m. Baird, Charles Pattt>rson, G. H. Mulholland, \Vallace 
McDonald. Auditors :-.1, B. Plastow, Wm. \Vood. 
1881. 
Edwin Grav, President. Henry Howard, Ylce-President. 
David Bell, 
ecretary-Treasurer. Dirpctors :-Henry Bngner, 
Thomas l\IcQueen, \Vm. Tait, John F, Thompson, Richard 
Bannen, Charles Patterson, Thos. McDonald, James Collins, 
Jo::,;eph Boyle, David Patter'son, Jer'emiah Cornell, Br'ewin 
Cornell, Erner'son Clement, Henr'y Ch1mhers, John Lindsay. 
George Atkins, Robert Young, 'Vrn. Menzies, John A Cornell, 
John Pater'3on, Angus McKellar, ChrIs. Ricker. Robt. Hender- 
son, 'V III , Baird, 'Vallace McDonald, G. H. .\[ulholland, T, S. 
Henderson. Auditors :-James B. PlllstOW, 'Villiam 'V ooct. 
1882. 
Henry Howard, Pr'e
ident. \Vm. Menzies, Yice-President. 
Dadd Bell, Secretary-Tr'easUl'er Directors:--Henry Bugner, 
Thos, .:\[cQueen, 'VOl. Tait, John F. Thompson, Richard Ban- 
nen, Chas. Patterson, Thos. McDonald, James Collins, Joseph 
Boyle, '31'" David Patterson, Jeremiah Cornell, Brewin Cornell, 
Emerson Clement, Henry Chambers, Thos. S, Henderson, Geo. 
Atkins, Robert Young, Henry Gray, John A. Cornell, John 
Pat.terson, John Lind::,;ay, Angus McKellar, Chris. Ricker, 
Archibald F,"'rgusson. \Vallace l\IcDonald, 'Vro. Baird, G. H. 
ì\I ulholland, Ed ward Johnston. Âuditors:-J ames B. Plastow, 
'Vm. \Vood. 


1883. 
'Vm. l\Ienzies, President. \Villiam Baird, Vice-President. 
David Bell, Secretarv Treasurer, Directors :--Richard Ban- 
nen, Henry Bugner', èhris. Ricker, T, S. Hendprson, Thomas 
l\IcQueen, David Patterson, Henry Howard, G. H. l\lulholland, 
Emerson Clement, Chas. Patterson, Jeremiah Cornel1, Br'ewin 
Cornell, John Lindsay, D. A. McDonald, Henry Chambers, 
John F. Thompson, John Buyle, 'VIIl. Tait, Edwin Gray, Ed- 
ward John::,;tone, \V. R. Hoyle, John 0'(, -onnor, Angus l\IcKel- 
lar, John .Malcom, John A. Cornell, Robt. Young, John Pater- 
son, .1, T. Smith. \Vallace l\IcDonald. Geo. Atkins, Joseph Big- 
gar, Archibald Fergusson. Auditors:-J. B. Plastow, \Villiarn 
\Y ood. 
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1884. 
Wm. Baird, President. Angus :l\IcKellar, Vice,President. 
David Bell, Secretary-'rreasurer. Directors :-Henry Bugner, 
Chris. Ricker, T. S. Henderson, Thos. McQueen, David Patter- 
son, Henry Howard, G. H. )[ulholland, Emerson Clement, 
Richard Bannen, Chas. Patterson, Brewin Cornell, Jeremiah 
Cornell, John Lindsay, D. A. McDonald, Henry Chambers, 
John F. Thompson, John Boyle, Edwin Gray. Edward John- 
stone, 'V. R. Boyle, John C'Connor, John A, Cornell, Rohert 
Young, John Paterson, J. T. Smith, \Vallaee l\IcDonald, Geo. 
Atkins, Archibald Fergusson, Reuben \Vedge, \Valter Misener, 
Andrew .Johnstone, "Tilliam MenÛes. Auditors :-.James B. 
Plastow, 'Vm. 'Vood. 


188.:'j. 


Angus McKellar , President. Henry Cham hers, Yice-Presi- 
dent. David Bell, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors :-Richard 
Bannen, Chris. Ricker. \Vm, .Menzies, Thos. .McQueen. Thos. 
S. Henderson, Da.vid Patterson, WaiteI' l\Hsener, G. H. Mul- 
holland, Arch. Fergusson, John Boyle, .John F. Thom pson, \V. 
R. Boyle, Edward Johnstone, Reuben \Vedge, .John O'Cunnor, 
John A. Cornell, Robert Young, Emerson Clement, Jeremiah 
Cornell, Brewin Cornell, \Vm. Archer, F. W. Cornell, Henrv 
Howard. Samuel C. Cornell, Dennis Dwyer, George Atkins, 
Samuel Hunter,.T. T. Smith, Matthew Jackson, .Jan.es A. Sipes, 
Andrew Johnstone, Joshua Nunn. D. A. McDonald, Morri
 
SheIlaI'd, Geo. L. \Vise, \Villiam Cook, John Linds I y, Charles 
Patterson, Edwin Gray, \Villiam Baird. Auditors :-Jame
 B. 
Plastow, William ,V ooò. 
1
(i. 
Henry Chambers, Pr'esident. Thos. McQueen, Vice-Presi- 
dent. David Bell, Secretary-Treasurer. Directors:-Richard 
Bannen, Chris. Ricker, 'Vm. :\[enzies, T. S. Henderson, David 
Patterson, 'Valter )Hsener, G. H. l\lulholland, Arch. Fergus- 
son, John Boyle, John F. Thompson, 'V. R, Boyle, Edwar'd 
.Johnstone, Reuben'Vedge, .John O'Uonnor. John A. Corne]], 
Robert Young, Emerson Clement, .Jeremiah COt'nelJ, Brewin 
Cornell, Wm. Archer, .John Lindsay, Edwin Gray, \Vm. Baird, 
F. W. Cornell, Henr'y Howard, Sam, C. Corne]], Dennis 
Dwyer, Geo. Atkins, Samuel Hunter, Rohert Lowrv, Matthew 
.Jackson, Anò. .Johnstone, D, A, l\IcDonalrl, l\1orris Shp]]ard, 
Henry Gray, \Villiam Cook. .James George, Angus )IcKelhu, 
Stephen Nishet, 'V. .J. Thompson, Daniel \Vray, George 1'1. 
'Vooel, Jas. Dwyer. Auditor's:-Jas. H. Pla'itow, \Vrn. 'Vood. 
1HH7. 
Thomas l\IcQuef'n, President. Emerson Clement, Yice- 
President, David Bell, Secretary-Tr'easUI'el'. Directors :- 
Chris. Hickel', \Vm. MenÛes. Angus l\IcKeUat', T. S, Hender- 
Hon, 'Valter Misener, G. H. 
Iulhollarld, Arch. Fer'gusson, .John 
Boyle, John F. Thompson, Henry Cham hers, Patrick l\Ic- 
)fanamy, 'V. R. Boyle, Edward .Johnstone. Reuhen \Veògf>. 
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John O'Connor, John A. Cornell, Robert Young, Jeremiah 
Corne)), Brewin Cornell, \Vm. Archer, Robt, Riddle, sr., James 
)[cDonough, Brock 
haver, Edwin Gray, \Vm. Baird, F. \V. 
Cornell, Henry Howard, R. L. Biggs, Dennis Dwyer, ueorge 
Atkins, Samuel Hunter, Robert Lowry, Matthew Jackson, 
Henry Gray, And. Johnstone, Jallles George, D. A. McDonald, 
M. Shellard, Stephen Nisbet, 'Vm. Cook, \V. J. Thompson, 
Daniel \Vray, Heo. 1\1. \Vood, James Dwyer, Malachi Sager, jr., 
John Lindsay. Auditors :-J. :B. Plastow, \Vm. Wood. 
1888. 
Emerson Clement, President. John A. Cornell, Vice. 
President. David Bell, Secretary-Treasurer, Directors ;- 
Chris. RicKer, Thomas McQueen, G. H. Mulholland, Robert 
Lowry, John O'Connor, Dennis Dwyer, T. S. Henderson, 
Reu ben \Vedge, Andrew Johnson, \ViIliam Menzies, Angus 
)[cKellar, \Valter, 
Iisener, Arch. Fergusson, John Boyle, 
Henry Chambers, Patl'ick 
Ic)lauamy, 'V. R. Boyle, Edward 
Johnston, Robet't Y onng, Jeremiah Cornell, Brewin ('ornen, 
Robel't Riddle, sr., James McDonough, Brock Shaver, 
dwin 
Gray, '\Villiam BaÏ1'd, J1'. 'V. Coruell, Henry Howard, H. L. 
Big
s, George Atkins, 
amuel Hunter, Mathew Jackson, Henry 
Gt'ay, James George, :\lOlris Shellat'd, Stephen :Nisbet, \Villiam 
Cook, \V. J. Thompson, David. '''ray, George 1\1. \Vood, 
)lalachi Sager, jr., Richard Patterson, Joshua Nunn, \Villiam 

\[cClure, 'Villiam Thompson, jr. Auditors :-James B. Plas- 
tow, \Villiam \Vood. 
1889. 
John A. Cornell, President. Morris 
hellard, Vice-Presi- 
dent. David Bell, Secretary-Tl'easurer. Directors :-Chris. 
Ricker, At'ch. Fergusson, R. L. Biggs, ThC\s. McQueen, John 
Boyle, George Atkins, Robert Lowry. Henry Chambers, 
Samuel Hunter, G. H. Mulholland, Patrick Mcl\Ianamy, 
Matthew Jackson, John O'Connor, \Villiam R. Boyle, Henry 
Gt'ay, Denni
 Dwyer, Edward Johnston, James George, T. S, 
Henderson, Rober.t Young, 
tephen Nisbet, Daniel \Vray, 
Brewin Coruell, \Villiam Cook, \Viliiam Menzies, Robert 
Riddle, sr., \V, J. Thompson, Emerson Clement, .James .Mc- 
Donough, George 1\1. Wood, Jeremiah Cornell, B1'Ock Shavt'r, 
l\Ialachi Sager, Reuben \Vedge, Edwin Gray, John Patterson, 
Andrew Johnston, \Villiam Baird, 'Villiam 1\I('0hll'e, Angus 
)lcKellar, F. \V. Cornell, \Villiam Thompson, jr., \Valter 
Misener, Henry Howard. AuditOl's :-James B. Plastow, 
\Villiam 'V ood. 
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e
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c
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185-1- .j] 11 3 = 197 23Lt .j 0 = 17 J)(I I t 16 11 = W 38 In debt. 
183355 10 0 =222 00 5 10 7
=22.12
 t .) 5 = 17 08 " 
185659 0 0 =236 00,3 10 0 =22 00 2 13 61= 10 71 " 
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lR38 150 ()() 15 00 8 5.i In debt. 
1859 H2 62,
 13 25 73" 
1860 1,)9 00 - T. W 37 
 I 874 Bal. on hand. 
186] H5 00 
 c ,- 12 .JO 2 07 '. 
1
()2 183 .JO 
 1-1- 2.J 1 ü--t In debt. 
IHß3 1 Wl 2;) '-E 11 .30 II 38 Bal. on hand. 
lRill 171 23 
 20 00 21 65 " 
186.) l lï -t 25 s::: 12 2,) H 31) 
186ü 19() 2.3 
 13 00 18 ß.3 
1867 W7 00 r.o:: 20 00 9 6-t- 
1868 11-1- 2.3 ::::. 120 00 7 12 
1869 209 .)0 æ 'Hi ou 2:
 39 
1870 212 73 
 I J!.) 00 25 -1-2 
1871232 2.J 
 /19 OIl ;}O 51 
18722ß5 ()() lü 00 -1-2 .)(i 
1873 29-t 23 2() 00 -w 71 
187-1- 30-t 23 17 00 2() 32 
lR75 317 O..f- .3,) :
J!2!) 00 -I- 76 
1876 2ß2 2,3 123 4.31 ,37 23 
1877 32ü 00 18.3 10 / 8-t 33 
18784-t2 OIl 109 55 ii / 93 2U 
1879 -1:49 2., 1:
4 00 
 rå 86 -1-0 
1880 -t6n 00 m 00 a 
 12:{ -to 
lRSI -too 7.3 218 75' b.C.= 177 .)-t 
1882497 -t2 2R.J- 75 1 .="E 12.37 O!) 
18R3 450 ,)3 211.JO..c: 0 276 I).) 
1884 -1-88 20 2HO 25 !! 
 :{12 8H 
18H5 j()2 ßO 200 00 Õ ;a 200 U-I- 
18H6 6-U 8.3 3-1-4 2.,1 õ: IHO 20 
1887 û9-l j() 3S.) 50 I 2û ! I;} 
18H8,OO! 75 282 00, 17 II 
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 I Number " Numbel' 'Date of! 
.
 of of Show I 
,..-1 :\lembers. Entries, OctohPl 
-----1---- 
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Kind of weather on day 
of Show. 


20 


Glorious J ndian Summer 
day. 
V pry fine day indeed. 
Cold dav, flurries of snow 
Finest day of the season. 
\T pry ("old indeed-almost 
frozp the blood. 
Nice fall day. 
Cold, sl[ua.lly all day. 
Delightful day. 

ice mild, bright day. 
Beautiful day. 
Delightful day, one of the 
best for a month. 
Bright day. 
Good sunshiny day. 
l\lost delightful day, 
hright and mild. 
Very fair day, a little 
cold. 
'Vet day, showers off and 
on all day. 
Very cold and disagree- 
able, flurries of snow. 
Fine warm day. 
(
uite cold. . 
A beautiful day indeed , a 
pet day for a show. 
Good fall day. 
Nice warm, bright day. 
Very bright and warm, 
Very fine-one of the 
finest during the last 
month. 
A lovely day. 
A dull mornin
. but a 
fine day. 
A beR.utifl1llJright day. 
Delightful day-very 
warm and bri
ht. 
Damp morning, but 
afternoon turned out 
good. 
Fine day indeed. 
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 Nmnber I Number' Date of l Kind of weather on day 

 of of Show of Show 

 'lembers. Entries. October . 
___,__1 
I 18 


18æ 


25ü 


1570 


188-1 

 160ü 13 
1883 271 16:3(. J.t 
1&;6 2!12 20S2 1:-3 
1&;7 2W 207-1: 12 
1&'" 
li 2JOO 10 


A pretty fair day, threat- 
ened rain, hut held off 
until after' dark. 
A frosty morumg, but 
fine day. 
Very bad morninf.!-very 
heavy rain up to 10 
o'clock, but cleared up 
bright and cool. 
I Dull misty morning, but 
turned out fine day. 
A very cold day indeed- 
but dry. 
A sharp white frost in 
morning-a lovely day 
-one of the best for a 
month. 








 



